
Geopolitics of Afghanistan

Course Teacher: Ambrish Dhaka 

Master’s Programme (PISM) - MONSOON SEMESTER

Instruction method: Lectures, Digital content, Seminars/Tutorials 

Course duration: One semester 

Contact hrs: 04 hrs per week 

Credits: 04 (Four only)

Introduction

Afghanistan is a hotspot of varying geopolitical  scales. It  has affected the evolution of Afghan
society’s cultural and political organisation. The neighbours of Afghanistan have always walked
into the troubled polity and were caught unaware of its geopolitical nature. It always had extraneous
factors  deeply  embedded  into  ethno-political  strife,  taking  aback  a  decade’s  progress  into  one
backwash.  Afghanistan’s  geographical  setting  has  a  significant  bearing  on  its  ethnicity  and  its
geopolitics. The age of imperialism and the Cold War geopolitics has been descending upon the
land of Afghanistan, riveting its significance for the World order. This course aims at understanding
Afghanistan’s regional and global geopolitical dynamics for the present century within the most
current context.

Course Objectives

The students shall learn the application of geopolitical understanding as a spatial variable to the
structural-functional aspects of international politics. The fundamental spatial understanding such as
distribution,  association and networked approach forms a part  of learning for students who are
essentially from a non-geography background. 

Course Outcome

The student learns to develop reasoning in an inter-disciplinary framework. Their awareness of the
geopolitical environment of South Asia concerning Afghanistan helps them understand the external
linkages to national security. The Afghanistan situation shapes their ability to develop an Indian
perspective of international politics. 

Evaluation method

The student needs to complete at least six assignments that would carry a weightage of 60 percent
score, and the Mid- & End- Semester Examination shall carry a weightage of 10 and 30 percent,
respectively. Active participation in class discussions adds value to the assessment of performance.
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UNITS

I  -  Geographical  Setting:  location  &  political  frontiers,  physiography,  climate,  natural

resources & landuse.

II – Major Geopolitical Epochs: Anglo-Afghan Wars  & birth of Great Game, the Cold War

resistance and the post-Cold War Geopolitics. 

III – Central Asian neighbourhood - Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Russia.

IV – South Asian neighbourhood - Pakistan, India and China. Ethno-geopolitical linkages

with Pakistan.

V – West Asian neighbourhood - Iran, Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia and Turkey.

VI – Afghanistan as a geopolitical focus of the US’s grand strategy

VII – Afghanistan as a geoeconomic of China’s Belt and Road Strategy, Reinventing the Silk

Route. 

VIII – Afghanistan as a bearing of the South Asian regional geopolitics, the TAGP & TARR

routes
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