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Part 1

Man-Nature Relationship

1 Geography and Environmentalism: Man-Nature Re-
lationship

1.1 Understanding the Man-Nature Relationship

e Human interaction with the environment has been a key theme in civilization.
e Premodern views varied based on geography and culture:

— Harmony with Nature: Civilizations in South and East Asia (e.g., China,
India) saw nature as a divine gift, promoting coexistence and sustainability.

— Conquering Nature: Societies like the Hebrews and Greeks saw nature as a
challenge to overcome for progress.

1.2 Nature-as-Usufruct and the European Perspective

o European cultures viewed nature as a resource for human use and expansion.
o This perspective justified transforming land for economic and agricultural growth.

« O’Riordan (1989): This view supported European colonialism and class-based social
management.

1.3 The Deterministic Perspective

o Inspired by Darwin’s theory of evolution, geography adopted environmental determin-
ism.

« Environmental Determinism:

— Suggested that differences in human abilities and development were caused by
environmental conditions.

— Used to justify European imperialism as "natural.”
 Key Figures:

— Friedrich Ratzel: Applied social Darwinism to geography.

— Peter Kropotkin: Opposed determinism, emphasizing cooperation over com-
petition.

« Modes of Man-Environment Relationships (Glacken, 1956 & 1967):

— Humanity in harmony with nature
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— Humanity as determined by nature

— Humanity as a modifier of nature

Rejection of Environmental Determinism

Karl Wittfogel (1929, 1957):

— Opposed the idea that the environment directly shaped human development.

— Argued that human labor and social organization played a larger role.

The Possibilist Perspective

Emerged in early 20th-century France as an alternative to determinism.
Key Ideas:

— The environment provides opportunities, but human choices determine develop-
ment.

Vidal de la Blache:

— Advocated a balanced approach—mnature influences but does not control society.

— Introduced the concept of ”genre de vie” (way of life), showing how human
adaptation shapes culture.

Lucien Febvre (1932):

— Stressed that humans decide how to use environmental possibilities.

Evolution of Possibilism

Some critics argued possibilism lacked scientific rigor.
Responses:

— Geography aligns with modern physics by working with probabilities rather than
strict laws.

O.H.K. Spate (1957):

— Proposed probabilism: The environment influences but does not dictate human
actions.

Neo-Environmentalism and Stop-and-Go Determinism

Griffith Taylor (1951) introduced stop-and-go determinism:

— Humans can modify nature but cannot fully escape environmental constraints.

— Compared nature’s role to traffic regulation—humans can adapt, but natural laws
still apply.
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Conclusion

o The study of geography and environmentalism has evolved through different perspec-
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tives:

— Environmental determinism: Nature controls human development.

— Possibilism: Humans make choices within environmental opportunities.

— Probabilism: Nature influences but does not dictate choices.

— Stop-and-go determinism: Humans regulate but cannot override natural

forces.

These theories highlight the complex relationship between geography, environment,
and human progress.

Nature-as-Nurture: The Current View of Man-
Environment Relations

Emergence of the Nature-as-Nurture Perspective

The concept of nature as a nurturing force has deep roots in Eastern philosophies.

In the West, this perspective gained attention in the 1960s as a reaction to the ex-
ploitative view of nature-as-usufruct.

Key Idea: Humans should be seen as one of many species in the ecosystem rather
than superior controllers of nature.

Recognizes that human survival depends on maintaining a healthy and ecologically
balanced environment.

Core Debates in Environmentalism

Resource Exploitation: A Necessity but with Consequences

— Resource use is inevitable for human survival.

— However, overuse leads to environmental degradation and depletion of natural
resources.

— Excessive use results in entropy—the gradual dissipation of energy and increas-
ing disorder in ecosystems.

— Over time, societies may spend more energy on maintaining stability rather than
on growth and development.

— Economic and political structures favor the rich, leading to inequalities in re-
source distribution.

« Hope for a Sustainable Future
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— The belief that human morality and collective action can bring about a balanced
and sustainable future.

— Emphasis on green politics, which promotes environmental ethics, non-violence,
and communal well-being.

Rise of Green Politics

Green movements began as voluntary environmental groups in the 1970s.
Over time, they entered mainstream political debates on environmental policies.
Key principles of Green Politics:

— Ecological balance should be a priority in policy decisions.
— Advocacy for ethical responsibility towards nature.
— Shift from resource exploitation to sustainability.

However, some critics argue that political parties use green policies for electoral ad-
vantage rather than genuine environmental commitment.

The Two Perspectives on Environmentalism

Conservative (Ecocentric) View

— Believes that nature must be preserved above human needs.

— Morality is shaped by the responsibility to protect and conserve the envi-
ronment.

— Human existence is seen as part of a larger natural order.
Manipulative (Technocentric) View

— Sees humans as superior to nature.
— The environment is considered a resource for human exploitation.
— Relies on technology and market solutions to manage environmental chal-

lenges.

Modern environmentalism aims to integrate both perspectives, finding a bal-
ance between conservation and responsible resource use.

Gaianism and Deep Ecology

Gaianism

— Inspired by the Greek goddess Gaia, the nurturing mother figure representing
Earth.

— Suggests that Earth follows natural laws, rewarding conservation and punish-
ing over-exploitation.
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— James Lovelock (1979): Earth is a self-regulating system where life stabilizes
the environment.

— Promotes communal living, renewable resources, and sustainability.
Deep Ecology

— Developed by thinkers from Scandinavia, Australia, and America.
— Advocates for the sacredness of all life and the interdependence of species.
— Promotes equal respect for humans, animals, and ecosystems.

— Reflected in environmental movements and animal rights campaigns.

Indian Perspectives on Environmentalism

Indian traditions emphasize unity between humans and nature.

Many deities and sages represent animals, symbolizing nature’s importance.
Daily life practices encourage environmental conservation.

Traditional environmental conservation methods:

— Planting trees and preserving forests.
— Building water reservoirs for public use.

— Protecting sacred animals like cows.
Major Environmental Movements in India:

— Chipko Movement (Uttarakhand) — Forest conservation.
— Save Narmada Movement — Protest against dam construction.
— Silent Valley Movement (Kerala) — Preventing deforestation.

— Appiko Movement (Western Ghats) — Opposing commercial logging.

Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of self-reliance and sustainability inspired many
environmental movements.

The Concept of Sustainable Development

Popularized by the 1987 Brundtland Report.

Definition: "Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

Core principles:

— Economic growth should align with environmental responsibility.
— Resources must be managed to ensure renewal and replenishment.

— A balance must be struck between development and conservation.

Challenges:



— Requires major institutional changes and shifts in power structures.

— Critics argue that the concept is often used to justify economic growth over
real environmental protection.

2.8 Sustainability vs. Sustainable Utilization

« Sustainable Utilization (IUCN, 1980)

— Ensures that resource use does not exceed renewal rates.

— Allows technological improvements to increase efficiency but must respect eco-
logical limits.

o Sustainability (O’Riordan, 1989)

— Includes ethical responsibility for long-term environmental well-being.

— Advocates for Gaian accountability—ensuring decisions consider the planet’s
future health.

— Promotes community-driven development based on renewable resources.

2.9 Conclusion

o Environmentalism today is a balance between:

— Ecocentrism — Nature-centered conservation.

— Technocentrism — Human-centered management of resources.
e The future of sustainable development depends on:

— Ethical governance.
— Responsible consumption.

— Inclusive environmental policies.
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