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Population ages 1564 (millions)
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Unemployment, total (% of labour force)
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Mortality rate, infant (per 1,000 live births)
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Homicide rate (per 100,000 people)
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This serves as the premise for “the New Silk Road Vision” which was introduced by the former
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in 2011.

Afghanistan is a viable transit country for the Central Asia South Asia-1000 (CASA-1000)
transmission line.

The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline where Afghanistan once
again plays a central role in connecting energy-rich Central Asia to energy-deficient South
Asia.

Lapis Lazulli Corridor runs from Agina in northern Faryab province and Turqundi in western
Herat province of Afghanistan to Turkmenbashi of Turkmenistan which arrives in Baku, capital
city of Azerbaijan, after passing the Caspian Sea. It connects Baku to Thilisi, Georgia’s capital,
and also the ports of Polti and Batumi of Georgia. The Corridor then connects cities of Kors
and Istanbul of Turkey and finally ends in Europe.

https://wadsam.com/afghan-business-news/afghanistan-still-at-the-heart-of-the-silk-road-3737/



The Belt and Road Initiative: Six Economic Corridors Spanning Asia, Europe and Africa
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Economic Corridor

BRI is comprised of the ‘21st Century Maritime Silk Road’ and the ‘Silk Road Economic Belt’
together they will connect more than 65 countries making up over 62% of the world’s population,
around 35% of the world’s trade and over 31% of the world’s GDP. It will take the form of a
series of highways, railways and ports as well as facilities for energy, telecommunications,
healthcare and education.

Source: https://www.lehmanbrown.com/insights-newsletter/belt-road-initiative/
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On May 20, 2017, India surprised many political circles by reaching out to Gulbadin Hikmatyar, a ferocious warlord
who had driven out most of his rivals from Kabul to become Prime Minister in 1993, indeed with the full support of
Pakistan. Former Taliban leader Mulla Abdussalam Zaeef had undertaken several unofficial visits to India, once to
attend a discussion at a media group’s event in which finance minister P. Chidambaram was his co-panelist.

Back in 2012, Taliban issued an statement to express appreciation of India for not assuming any security role in
Afghanistan on behalf of the United States, calling India as ‘a significant country in the region’.

Source: http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/reports/2018/04/tapi-project-afghan-factor-india-pakistan-diplomacy-
180419110526773.html



“India’s plan to spend $500 million on a new port complex on Iran’s Indian
Ocean coast caps a decade-long quest to find a way to get sorely needed
supplies of energy." Source: https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/05/31/indias-
500-million-bet-on-iran/

"Work on the TAPI Pipeline Afghan leg of the 1,814 km, $8bn TAPI natural
gas pipeline that will eventually link energy-rich Turkmenistan to Pakistan
and India began last week after an opening ceremony in the province of
Herat attended by senior politicians including the presidents of
Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdymukhammedov and his Afghan
counterpart Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai.

The new pipeline will have an annual capacity 33 bn m3 and will pump gas
from Turkmenistan’s giant Galkynysh field.

It is anticipated that India and Pakistan will each buy around 14bn m3 of the
gas and Afghanistan the rest. Kabul is expected to earn up to $500m in
annual transit duties from the project, whose construction could also create
as many as 25,000 jobs."

Source: https://www.eurasianbusinessbriefing.com/new-chapter-work-
starts-afghan-leg-tapi-pipeline/



Peace in Afghanistan: Talks with Taliban
"Vina pa vina na pakezhi", Blood Can't wash Blood.

“The arrival of Mullah Baradar signifies the entire collegium of Taliban is on
board for chalking out with the US a pact for leaving Afghanistan as a stable
country.”

“The problem of power sharing is fundamental source of its opposition to talks
with the Afghan government. Taliban does not see itself as partner in any
arrangement with the current Afghan government.”

“Nearly 700 women delegates had gathered in the women Jirga held in
February 2019 for the first time in the history of Afghanistan. These women had
expressed all sorts of apprehension while dealing with Taliban and conveyed
their anguish over any concessions granted to Taliban over women rights. ”

“The Moscow format of peace talks spoke of several institutional measures that
appeared bone of contention between Afghan government and the Taliban.
They agreed to retain the “fundamental and defense institutions”, but this was
not further elaborated, whether it referred to ANA specifically.”

Source: Talking to the Theo-praetorians...... Dhaka, A (2019)



Corruption, Narco-Terror,
Fundamentalism and the Continuum

The US war against terror in Afghanistan has been sounded
out as a failure. The Taliban have been demanding complete
withdrawal. The quest for trusted governance ends up In
recruiting more of keptocrats. The drugs and terror
connections are difficulty to snap in present power struggle
scenario. The rise of religious extremism is also on cards
with Taliban choosing only way of assuring their entry to
corridors of power. And, Pakistan would continue to support
religious and extremist groups so long it stands govenred by
the interest of its Army.

Afghanistan is looking for peace and stability, but the quest
does not confine into the territoriality of peace within that
country. The South Asian geopolitical balance is more to do
with peace. Pakistan has always relied on the notion of
strategic depth in response to confront India’s rise.
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