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Introduction

Ethnicity seens to be a new term. In the sen® in which we use
it—the characte or quality of an ethnic group—it does not appea
in the 1933 edition of the Oxford English Dictionary, but it makes its
appearane in the 1972 Supplement,where the first usag recordd
is that of David Riesman in 1953 It is included in Webster's Third
New /nternational,1961, but did not find its way into the Randam
House Dictionary of the English Language of 1966, nor the American
Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 1969. It did, however
make the 1973 edition of the American Heritage Dictionary, where it
is defined as “l. The condition of belonging to a particula ethnic
group; 2. Ethnic pride." One senss a term still on the move. The
first of thes two definitions fits well with our own: an objective
condition. T'he second. however is decidedlv subjective that of
“pride.” How very different from an old meaning "obs. rare" as
the OED has it, "heathendom heathen superstition! At the very
least, a chang of relative statws is going on here

All of which may prompt the reade to ask how usefd this "new"
term is. Any such categorizatim taken up and given curreng by
sociologiss suffers from a certain presumptio of disutility. Does it
mean anything new, or is it simply a new way of saving somethirg
old? Does it make for greate precision in describirg the world, or
does it merely compourd the confusion fuzz further the fuzzines®
Is it the resul of insight.or the resot of bewildermen® A reade
of this volume for exampk might well ak any or all of thes ques
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tions as he encounters this single term applied to phenomem as
various as the survivd of psychologich differences between Italian
and Irish Americams in the United States black politics here the
difficult effort to find a satisfactoy place for the French-speakig
elemen in an undivided Canada the restrainel but devastatimg
conflict between Fleming and Walloon in Belgium; the looming na-
tionalities isswe in Sovied Russia the languag problem in India;
border minorities in China the statws of Indian and mestizo in
Peru, the all-importart issve in Africa of which tribes got recruited
for the modem armies there The phenomenao seens everywhee
to be encountered but somehow everywhere also various Does a
single term help? Would it not be better to descrike such varied
phenomem as linguistic, national religious, tribal, racial, and the
like, dependirg on their nature? Would it not be better to separa¢
the very different problems of old nations from those of the new?
of the developa world from those of the developin® of heteroge
neous empires from homogeneos nation-state® Are thes not, in
truth, age-od human characteristis and sentiments expressim
themselves perhaps in new settings but in themselve nothing
new? Isn't this really what we are dealing with here?

No, it is not. Such in any event is our contention Somethirg
new has appeared The objed of this volume—the work of many
men no one of whom need subscrile to the views of the editors—is
to presen certain theoreticd explanatiors for this appearane and
to provide a numbe of concret illustrations We cannd hope to
be conclusive in our effort, to settle the matter once and for all.
The phenomena is too new and, doubtless our own range too
limited. Hence we do not ak any final assen from the reader Yet
we do hope for a certan opennes to the idea that there may
indeed be somethirg new here A readea of the early nineteenh
century, encounterim the assertion that industrializatioo was shap
ing distinctive socid classes could well have shrugge it off with
the though that there had always been socid ranks always dif-
ferent ways of earning a living. Yet to have done so would have
been to miss a big evert of that age Similarly, we fed that to see
only what is familiar in the ethnicity of our time is to miss the
emergene of a new socid categoy as significart for the under
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standing of the present-dg world as that of socid class itself. For
in the welter of contemporay forms of group expressim and
group conflict there is both somethirg new and somethirg com-
mon: there has been a pronounce and sudden increa® in tenden
cies by people in many countries and in many circumstance to in-
sist on the significane of their group distinctivenes and identity
and on new rights that derive from this group character

Despite the enormow diversity among the groups and situatiors
in which such tendencis have become evident and among the
issues and demand raised by eadc group, it is possibke to explore
these various examples of group assertivenes and conflict in terms
of what they have in common Each of course arises in a distinc-
tive historicd and socid setting and must be treated as unique in
the sen® that everything in human affairs is unique Yet it is also
necessary we are convinced to searh for common sectors Per
haps thes are deepl felt human need that have always been
presen but only recently focuseal by certain political and socid de-
velopmens that have given rise to new common socid circum-
stances in many countries in the postwa world. Merely to begin
speculation is to encounte the range of possibilities

In other circumstance it would be the task of an introduction to
a volume of some half-dozen theoreticd essag on a given socid
phenomenon and eleven accouns of how the phenomena ex-
presses itself in a variety of nations and parts of the world, to
addres key queslions. in this cas questiors concernimg ethnic
identity, assertivenessand conflict today. whethe they are deeply
founded in human needs or in new socid developmentsor in the
characteristis of modem states and so forth. The objea of this in-
troduction—and of the volume—is more modest not a theory, but
a bundle of partid theories not an exhaustiv source but an illus-
trative one; not definitiveness, but merely the assertim that here is
a phenomena that must be studied

The claim is modeg but is not unimportant when one consides
how little attention ethnicity as a phenomena in sociey and poli-
tics has receiveal until the last few years Thus, in our seard for an
appropriae definition and characterizatia we reviewed some
available handbooks G. Duncan Mitchell's 4 Dictionary of Sociology
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(Chicagg Aldine, 1968 does not contain an entry for "ethnic
groups' or “ethnicity”—although it does contain an entry for "eth-
nocentrism.” (The same is true of the much older Handbook of Soci-
ology by Edward Byron Reuter, New York, Dryden Press 1941.) A
Modern Dictionary of Sociology by George A. and Achilles G. Theo-
dorson (New York, Thomas Y. Crowell, 1969 does contain an
entry for "ethnic group" but one which reflects a somewha older
usage ("a group with a common cultura tradition and a sen® of
identity which exists as a subgroup [our italics] of a larger society")
But do we not now tend increasingy to apply the term "ethnic
group" to any group of distinct culturad tradition and origin, even
if it is the majority ethnic group within a nation the Staatsuolk?
Thus, in the United States we increasingy conside old Americans
descendamnt of Anglo-Saxons as themselves an ethnic group and
the odd term WASP, coined one assums in jest, is often used to
describe them.

Admittedly, this is not universd usage not even in this volume
(see the essy by Orlando Patterson) In the carefully preparea Dic-
tionary of the Social Sciences by Julius Gould and William L. Kolb
(New York, The Free Pres of Glencoe-Macmillan, 1964) Melvin
Tumin follows the more limited usag alsa "a socid group which,
within a larger cultura and socid system claims or is accordal
specid statws in terms of a complex of traits (ethnic traits) which it
exhibits or is {elieved to exhibit." But the fact that—as we believe—
socid scientiss tend to broaden the use of the term "ethnic group"
to refer not only to subgroups. to minorities, but to all the groups
of a sociey characterizd by a distinct sen® of difference owing to
culture and descent. itself reflecs the somewha broade signifi-
cance that ethnicity has taken up in recernt years

It also to our mind reflects somethirg more important a shift in
the generd understandig abou ethnic groups Formerly seen as
survivalsfrom an earlier age to be treated variousy with annoy
ance toleration or mild celebration we now have a growing sens
that they may beforms of socid life that are capabk of renewing
and transformirg themselves As such perhaps the hope of doing
without ethnicity in a sociey as its subgroup assimilae to the ma-
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jority group may be as Utopian and as questionabé an enterprie as
the hope of doing without socid classs in a society.

This is not an assertimm to be passe lightly. If true, a very grea
ded of radicd and even liberal doctrine of the pad century and a
half is wrong. To repeda one final time for fear of being misunder
stood, we do not asset that it is true, althoudh we suspet it to be.
In anticipation of a later point, let it also most explicitly and em-
phatically be stated that we neither welcome nor deplore the phe
nomenon When, years ago, Margare Fuller announcel that she
acceptel the universe Carlyle commente that she had better
This, and only this, is our purpose and, for what intereg it may
have, it is also our view. It is a view we find we have held to with
fair consisteng for the fifteen years since we first collaborate on
Beyondthe MeltingPot," a study of ethnic groups of New York City
which appeare at a time when in theory they were suppose to
be disappearing

We are suggestig that a new word reflects a new reality and a
new usage reflects a chang in that reality. The new word is "eth-
nicity," and the new usag is the stead expansim of the term "eth-
nic group" from minority and margind subgroup at the edges of
society—-groups expecta to assimilate to disappear to continue as
survivals exotic or troublesome—to major element of a society
Suggestie as usage and languag may be, however they are not an
argument Let us conside some of the questiors that are inevitably
raised when one tries to make the argumern that there is some
thing new afoot in the world, and that we may labd it "ethnicity."

1. What, after all, is new about conflicts betweenet/inic groups and be-
tween  "majority” and "minority” ethnic groups, based on demandsfor pres-
tige, respect, civil 7‘ightx, political power, access to economic o//[)ortuni!)'?
Haven't there always been suchconflicts? First of all, we would suggest
there seam of late to be far more of such conflicts, and they are
more intense Walker Conna has undertaken the invaluable task
of recording the rise and extent of what he calls “ethnona-
tionalism.” which he dates to the Frendh revolution. He reporfs

1. Nathan Glaze and Danid P. Movnihan, Bevoud the MeltingPot (Cambridge
Mass, Harvard University Pres and MIT Press 1963 1470).
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that nearly half of the independeh countries of the world have
been troubled in recert years by some degres of "ethnically in-
spired dissonance.? We do not have benchmarls for earlier
periods but if we compare some specifc known cases there has
clearly also been a rise in intensity in given ethnic conflicts in the last
decace or so. As some examples conside the conflicts betwee
Anglophone and Francophor in Canada Catholic and Protestan
in Northem Ireland Walloon and Fleming in Belgium, Bengal
and non-Bengai in Pakistan Chines and Malay in Malaysia
Greek and Turk in Cyprus Jews and other minorities on the one
hand and Grea Russiams on the other in the Soviet Union, and Ibo
and Hausa and Yoruba in Nigeria And, we may add, betwee
black and white in the United States If we had measuremers of
intensity we would not necessarilyv find that every ethnic conflict has
become uniformly more intense—some of them seen happily to
have peakeal (sometime in war and violent conflict), and measure
of harmonizatiom and accommodatio seen to have had some ef-
fect since thes peak were reacheal (in Nigeria, the United States)
In other cases—Pakistan—conflict has reacha the point of separa
tion, and has subsequentl declined in intensity to be succeedd
perhap by a rise in ethnic discod in the two successp states of
Pakistan But we think it can hardly be disputed that there has
been a greate degree of ethnic conflict in the last ten or twenty
years than moas informed observes expected If the origins or
cause of ethnic conflicts are not new, it is certainly true that their
extent, scak and intensity are

2. But old lines ofdivision can befound between most of the groups now
in conﬂicl, divisions of culture, religion, language, political affiliation. Is
there anythingabout these conflicts that permits us with any legitimacy to
give them all a single label, “ethnic”? We think there is. Perhap the
bedg way of suggestig what is common is to refer to the expectations
of most socid scientiss some time ago and even today as to the
course of modem socid development In one of the chaptes that
follow, Milton Gordon refers to a "liberal expectancy’—the expec
tation that the kinds of features that divide one group from an-

2. Walker Connor, “The Politics of Ethnonationalism,” Journal of International
Affairs,27.1 (1973), 1-21.
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other would inevitably lose their weight and sharpnes in modem
and modernizing societies that there would be increasirg emphass
on achievemen rather than ascription that common systens of ed-
ucation and communicatiom would level differences that nationally
uniform economt and political systens would have the same ef
fect. Under thes circumstance the "primordial® (or in any cas
anteceden)t differences between groups would be expecta to be-
come of lesse significance The "liberal expectancy flows into the
“radical expectancy’—that class circumstance would becone the
main line of division between people erasimg the earlier lines of
tribe, language religion, nationd origin, and that thereafte thes
class divisions would themselves after revolution, disappear Thus
Karl Marx and his followers reactel with impatiene to the heri-
tage of the past as they saw it, in the form of ethnic attachments
Interestshould guide rationd men—or drive them—in socid action;
and intered was determineal by economt position

One elemen thus that is new in the presen situation is that inter-
est is pursua effectively by ethnic groupstoday as well as by interest-
deﬁned_jroups indeed perhap it can be pursua even more ef
fectively. As againg class-base forms of socid identification and
conflict—which of course continue to exist—we have been sur
prised by the persistene and saliene of ethnic-basd forms of
socid identification and conflict.

One of the striking characteristis of the presen situation is in-
deed the externt to which we find the ethnic group defined in terms
of interest as an intereg group. Thus, wherea in the pag a re-
ligious conflict, such as that which is tearing Northem Ireland
apart was basel on sud issues as the free and public practice of a
religion, today it is base on the issue of which group shal gain
benefits or hold power of a wholly secula sort Languag con
flicts—as in India—today have little to do with the right to the
public use of the language as did so many struggles of the nine-
teent century when, for example there were efforts to Russify the
Russiam empire and Magyarize the Hungarian kingdom. Today
they have more to do with which language use shal have the beg
opportunity to get whichjob. One should not make the distinction
too sharp certainly the prestige of one's religion and languag is
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involved in conflicts where one advocates the right of public use of
religion and language and where one advocate the right to eco
nomic or political advantage of the individual adherens of a re-
ligion or users of a language But nevertheles it is clear the weight
of thes kinds of conflicts has shifted from an emphas$ on cul-
ture, language religion, as such, it shifts to an emphas$ on the in-
terests broadly defined of the membes of the group.

It is not eay to know how to interpret this. Talcott Parsons in a
chapte which follows, using a term of David Schneider refers to
the “desocialization” of ethnic groups the culturd contentof each
ethnic group, in the United States seens to have becone very simi-
lar to that of others but the emotiond significane of attachmen
to the ethnic group seens to p(—:rsist.3 In this resped¢ the "liberal ex-
pectancy was right: the cultura differences between groups have
been worn down by the institutions and circumstance of modem
society. But since each group had a different history, thes groups
were differentially distributed in the various socid positions of sock
ety. As a result the ethnic group could becone a focus of mobiliza-
tion for the pursuit of group or individua interests Perhap then,
in answe to our secom question we might hazad the hypothess
that ethnic conflicts have becone one form in which interes con
flicts betweer and within states are pursued.?

We would sugges$ there are two, related explanatios that ac
count for this development The first is the evolution of the welfare
state in the more advancel economie of the world and the adven
of the socialig stat in the underdevelopd economies In either
circumstance the state become a crucia and direct arbiter of eco
nomic well-being, as well as of political statis and whateve flows
from that In such a situation it is not usually enough or not
enouch for long enough to asset claims on behaF of large but
loosely aggregatd groups such as "workers," "peasants, "white

3. In an essy now more than twenty yearss old Nathan Glazer referring to the
way in which ethnic groups in the United States were becomirg "ghost' nations
had somethimg similar in mind: "Ethnic Groups in America From Nationd Cul-
ture to Ideology,” in Morroe Berger. Theodoe Abel, and Charles H. Page eds.,
Freedom and Control in Modern Society (New York, D. Van Nostrand, 1954) pp.
158-173.

4. This was suggestd by the authos in Glaze and Moynihan, Beyond the Melt-
g Pot.
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collar employees" Claims of this order are too generd to elicit a
very satisfactoy response and even when they do, the benefis are
necessariy diffuse and often evanescent having the quality of an
across-the-boal wage increa® which produces an inflation which
leaves everyore abou as he was As a matter of strategc efficacy, it
become necessay to disaggregate to make claims for a group
smal enoudh to make significant concessios possibke and, equally,
smal enoudh to produce some gain from the concessios made A
British prime minister who does "somethirg for the workers' prob-
ably doesnt do much and almog certainy does even less for his
party. Doing somethirg for the Scots however become an in-
creasingy attractive and red option for Westminster That much in
the way of resources can be found, and the Scos are likely to know
abou it and to conside it a positive gain, at leag pad the point of
the next generd election One can win votes that way, it being a no-
table quality of ethnicity in our time that it involves itself relatively
easily with democratc governmenté systems (It may be noted that
nineteenth-centuy liberalism was at a loss to decide which was the
more offensive aspe¢ of the newly risen urban working-clas polit-
ical "machines" the distribution of governmentéa larges® or the in-
troduction of ethnic categories as a distributive principle. It comes
to a matter of strategt efficacy in assertimg claims) The welfare
state and the socialis stat appea to be especialy responsie to
ethnic claims This is everywhee to be encountered an Indian
minister assurirg his parliamernt that "Muslims, Christiams and
other minorities' will receiw their "due and proper sharé of
railroad jobs; a Czed governmen choosimg a Slovak leader a
Chines prime minister in Singapoe choosimg an Indian foreign
minister, and so on.’

5. Leaders of groups are aware that political skills in pressing such claims vary
and occasionally voice their concern, as reported in a recent Associatel Press
dispatch from Los Angeles

US-Asiansallege exploitation. The Asian-American community leaders have accusel the
U.S. Department of Labor of exploiting their inexperience in “the political game' to exclude
them when allocating federal funds.

"W e Asians have always been a quiet minority. We've always been a quiet minority. We've

always been taken for granted, and we always get the crumbs,” Miss a leader of the
Chinese Community Council, told newsmen
Miss was referring to the distribution of $314,00CG in federa funds for caree

counseling projects. The council leaders accusel the U.S. manpower area planning council
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The strategt efficacy of ethnicity as a basks for assertim claims
againg governmen has its counterpat in the seemirmg eas
wherely governmen employs ethnic categories as a bask for dis-
tributing its rewards Nothing was more dramatic than the rise of
this practice on the part of the American governmen in the 1960s
at the very instant when such practice was declared abhorrent and illegal.
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was the very embodimen of the lib-
eral expectancy "Race color, religion, sex nationd origin": all
such ascriptive categories were outlawed. No one was to be classifiad
in such primitive offensive terms In particular, governmen was to
become color blind. However, within hours of the enactmen of the
statute in order to enforce it, the federd government for the first
time, began to require ever more detailed accounting of sub-
groups of evely description—job trainees kindergarten children,
kindergarten teachers university faculties front office secre
taries—in terms of race color, and sex (We seen not yet to have
proceede to religion and nationd origin. And yet an applicatin
form of the Graduat Faculy of Arts and Sciences of Harvard
University now states "It is to your advantag to stat if you are
a membea of an ethnic minority." The questim is a fuzzy one—is
it advantageos regardles of whethe the answe is yes or no—
but invites an expansiom of reference Hence are Catholics an
ethnic minority for Harvard purpose® Portugues@ There is, for
example a Fé)rtuguese community in Cambridge and in Mas
sachusetd quite undiscovere by equd opportunity offices) The
expectany that such things would not be known—in the immedi-
ate postwa years governmens were busv eliminating all reference
to race and religion from official forms, even forbidding universk
ties to reques photograpls of applicans for admission—was in-
stantly replace by the requiremen that they not only be known
but the facts as to distribution be justified. Skewel distributions

of doing "a tremendous wrong" in giving the funds away entirely to Black and Chicano
groups, whose project proposals were more professionally drafted.

Not all Asians in the United States are well off, but Americars of Chine® and Jap
ane® descen recurrently come out at the top of censws basea rankings of Ameri-
can racid groups in terms of socid and economt status No matter such a claim
has a prima facie legitimacy.
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would not do: quotas appeare in American society The in-
strumern of nationd socid policy designel ostensiby to prever
discrimination inevitably went beyond that to positive efforts on
behaf of those presumptivey discriminate against a list which in
short order commence to lengthen

Statutes began to reflect this new strategy A smal example the
Drug Abuse Education Act of 1970 provides "for the use of ade
guate personné from similar social cultural, age ethnic and racid
background as those of the individuals servael under any such
program.” In other words, the federd governmen was not only to
know the peculia ethnic patterms of various kinds of drug abus
but was to match the therapiss with the patients Azerbaijan
junky, Azerbaijan counsellor In a variation of folk medicine it
wasjudged that whereve a malady was found, there too, would a
remedy reside Which may or may not be nonsense what is not to
be denied is that the statue appropriatel many millions of dollars
for socid services which were going to end up in the pockes of
those who dispen® them, and thes could be concentratd on spe
cific ethnic groups If governmen was doing a group a service by
providing specid therapeutt services it could compourd the favor
by concentratig the patronag involved within the same group or
groups

We have suggestd there are two related reasors that could ac-
count for the degree that ethnic conflicts appea to have becone
the form in which intereg conflicts between and within states are
pursued The first had to do with the strategt efficacy of ethnicity
in making legitimate claims on the resource of the modem state
(This is largely an internd matter, as is ethnic conflict itself, but as
somethirg like internationd socid policy takes shape in setting
such as that of the United Nations ethnic claims are also made in
such fora and with effect) The secomd of our two suggestios has
to do with the socid dynamics that lead to such claims and con-
cerns the fact and the nature of inequality. Men are not equal nei-
ther are ethnic groups That they should be, or should not be, is, of
course a wholly different question If one is to descrite the way
the world is, one describs men everywhee ranked in systens of
socid stratification where one persm is better or worse off than



12 Nathan Glazer and Daniel P. Moynihan

another This is the empiricd fact. As with individuals, so with
groups of individuals, with socid groups defined by ethnic identity.
As to the origins of this inequality, we follow Ralf Dahrendof in
holding that it arises from differentia succes in achieving socid
norms.® Dahrendof accouns for individua inequality in thes
terms we adap his thess to group inequality. His thesk is that
every sociey establishe norms—socially establishe values—
selecte from a universe of such values There seenms no end to
human ingenuity in thinking of characteristis that can be de-
scribed as desirabk or undesirable It can be thought a good thing
to be wealthy, alternativey to be poor; to be dark or to be light;
generows or mean religious or atheistic fun-loving or dour; pro-
miscuouws or chaste However, once a selectim is made as to what is
good and what is bad, individuals—and, we now add, ethnic
groups—have different levels of succes in attaining the desirel
condition. Woe to the ectomorph in a sociey which sefs grea store
on plumpnes in the female Or pity the fat girl in the age of Dior
and of bluejeans Woe to blacks in Rhodesa which sets grea store
on being white. Pity the white in Uganda Pity (perhap$ the Nepa
lese in Bhutan who labors on constructimm gangs before the eyes of
a land-owning peasanty which despises such servility. Woe to the
Malay facing the onslaugh of Chine® industriousness. A Burmes
showing one of the presen editors around Mandalay commenta
that before kldependence Indians and Chinee had owned all the
land. "Do you see} he continued "why we had to have socialism?
By which he mean simply expelling thes settles who had fol-
lowed the British.

In Dahrendorf’s accoun the individual encountes the norms of
his sociey and the "sanctiors designal to enforce thes principles'
(p. 32). Some do bette than others and reap the rewards some
suffer the punishments This is a dynamic proces which forms
groups (classes) those who do bette and those who do worse
Equally, it can be a proces which begins with groups and helps
form them further. Dahrendof clearly anticipates this: "The selec
tion of norms always involves discrimination not only againg per-

6. Ralf Dahrendorf "On the Origin of Inequaliy amongy Men,” in Andre
Béteille, ed., Social Inequality (Baltimore, Pengun Books 1969)
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sons holding sociologicaly random mora convictions but also
againg socid positions that may deba their incumbens from con-
formity with establishd values' (p. 33).

What kind of socid position®? Those of socid class perhaps
come quickes to a Europea mind. (Or did.) Eliza Doolittle is of a
socid class in which one does not leam the diction of polite English
society only when she has been taugh it does the possibility of
owning her own florist shop open for her. But an American—and
persors in many other parts of the world—is as likely to associae
poor diction with ethnicity: first and secord generatiom difficulties
with English, and patterrs of gramma and pronunciatiom that
persig long after. "Where d'ya worka, John? On the Delaware
Lackawan.” Similarly, a Europea might associa¢ wealth with so
cial class An American—and, again persors in many other parts
of the world—is as likely to associa¢ wealth with ethnicity. To a
child of the slums of New York City a generatim ago it was "Jews'
who were "rich,” a point of view that evidently persiss in the slums
of the present In Dar es Salaam in Singapore in Sao Paulb the
same but different, perceptiors are extraordinariy powerfu socid
facts. And why is this? We sugges it is becaug so much of the mix-
ture of ethnic groups in the modem world is the resut of more or
less sharply defined and not infrequently organizel movemens of
people from one part of the world to anothe to meet new, and,
again often organizel demand for labor. The plantation econo
mies of the eighteenh and nineteenh centuries moved Africans
and Asians to the farthed reache of the globe Other economt
forces led to mas Europea migration to the Westem Hemi-
spher and Asia and Africa. Migration was nothing new, but speda
was new. North Africa presumaby absorbe the Vandals but pre-
sumabl becaug they came over generations The nineteenth-cen
tury Frendh came suddeny and were neve absorbed In the end
they were expelled after a bloody ethnic civil war. So equally in
dozers and dozers of situations peoples thrown togethe quite
suddeny and thereafte trying to ded one with the other.

Here the matter of norms comes into play. There are norms
within a socid group: some individuals are better than others are at
achieving them, some are worse But as between different ethnic
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groups which have made quite different selectiors from the uni-
verse of possibilities the norms of one are likely to be quite dif-
ferent from those of another such that individuals who are suc
cessfu by the standard of their own groups will be failures by
those of the other. In a situation of mixed ethnic groups where one
group is dominant which is to sa that its norms are seen as nor-
mal notjust for it, but for others also there follows an almog auto
matic consignmen of other groups to inferior status But some
groups may discove that they are quite good at achieving the
norms of the dominart group: even bette than the group that laid
down those "laws." This is to be encounterd almog¢ everywhere in
some instance cheerfuly accepted in others bitterly resented Af-
ricans are traders so are Indians In Kenya the Indians were evi-
dently better than the Africans, and so the Indians are being ex-
pelled. Jews have known the experience Japanesg Chinese which
group has not? There are, of course situatiors in which no one
group is dominant such that differing norms compet with one
another but this makes if anything for less socid peace as no one
is ever quite certain what constitutes succes or failure.

We offer these assertios in qued of a theory of ethnicity. They
are subjed to empiricd test and we believe the chaptes that follow
offer suggestie evidene from many and varied settings In the
United States at all events argumens that follow from this
“theory" are increasingy put forward by persors dealing with day
to day ethnic issues Thus, conside this passag in a letter from a
U.S. Army colonel director of Army Equd Opportunity Programs
which appeare in the Washington Post of March 21, 1974, and
was later distributed by the U.S. Civil Service Commission

As a blak | do not beliewe it is fair or meaningfu to cal [actions to
corred racid imbalance} "revers discrimination” Let's examire what is
meart by racid discriminatiom and then apply the word "reversé to the
term after the examination Pleag accep as an operation& definition that
racid discrimination is the relationshp betweea two groups of people
wherein one group has definedthe rulesby which the other group must act, Such
has always been the relationshp between the white majority and the mi-
norities in this country. Moreover, the meaningfd and political, econom¢
and socid power to maintan that relationshp in America has been con
sistenty vesta in the white majority. (Our italics)
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Herein lies the dynamic elemert in the system Dahrendorfwrites
that inequality "serves to keep socid structures alive." This is be-
cause “inequality always implies the gain of one group at the ex-
pens of others thus every systeam of socid stratification generats
proteg againg its principles and beais the seed of its own suppres
sion." It is not perhap necessay to asset that every system of socid
stratification generats proted againg its principles Some may not.
But most that we run into in the twentieth centuly seem to do so.
This is to sa that a different set of norms is set forth as desirable
Struggle ensues Change occur, not infrequenty change that
favor those previously unsuccessful Things they are good at come
to be labeled good That at leag is the typica objed of such strug
gles.

Here again we come to the strategt efficacy of ethnicity as an
organizing principle. Different groups do have different norms. In
the most naturd way the unsuccessfugroup has the bes chane of
changirg the system if it behaves as a group. It is as a groupthat its
struggles become not merely negative but positive also not
merely againg the norms of some other group, but in favor of the
already establishéd norms of its own. One of the difficulties of
socid class as an organizing principle surely is that therejust is not
that much conflict of norm between most socid classes In the West
intellectuabk and others at the top of the socid stratification will
fantasiz abou the differences between the values of those at the
bottom and those in the middle—always to the advantag of the
former—but it usualy turns out that those at the bottom pretty
much share notions of desirabk and undesirabé with those in the
middle. Ethnic differences however are differences or at leag are
seen as such Marxists thought they would disappear Why on
earth would one wish to be a Pole when one could be a worker?
Well, for some reasm or sea of reasons there is a desire to be
Polish. And not the leag of thesg to conclude this point, is that
being a Pole or a Sikh, or a mestizo frequentl involves a distinctive
advanta@ or disadvantage and that remaining a Pole, or a Sikh, or
a mestizois just as frequently a highly effective way either to deferd
the advantag or to overcone the disadvantage

Some individuals opt otherwise They "pass out of their ethnic
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(or social or regiona) group into another typically one that offers
greate advantages This proces of absorption is extremely power
ful: probabl in the United States still quite the most importan
socid process Americams become more "American' and less ethnic
all the time. But in the course of participating in this process they
may also—simultaneously—become more "ethnic" This was most
dramaticaly the experiene of Negro Americams during the
1960s—they even changa their name to "blacks' to establi® that
new assertim of distinctiveness—and other groups followed them,
or accompaniée them on paralld tracks As with studen activism
this was a phenomena whole parts of the world were experiene
ing simultaneously and any explanation that depend solely on
local elemens is not likely to remain satisfactoy for long. Some
thing larger was going on. Somethimg so large that Ralf Dahren
dorf has recenty referred to the ‘“refeudalization” of society the
return of ascribel as againdg achievel characteristis as deter
minants of socid stratification It may be ethnicity is merely part of
this larger development It is a developmen worth considering
just as it is worth noting that Dahrendof took but little pleasue in
calling attention to it.

In a most tentative way one further suggestim may be advancel
concernirg the modernity of ethnicity Dahrendof notes that for
almost two centuries—“from Locke to Lenin"—“property domi-
nated socialand political thought as a source of everything good
or evil, as a principle to be retainel or abolished" Yet, he con-
tinues in societies such as those in the Sovig Union, Yugoslaviag
Israel, where private property has been reducel to "virtual insig-
nificance; socid stratification—class—persists, even flourishes
Further, we would add, the new stratification is to a considerabé
extent correlatel with ethnicity. It probabl always was but the
preoccupatia with property relations obscurel ethnic ones which,
typically, were seen either as derivative of the former, or survivals
from a precontractual age Now, as Yugoslaxy Communiss strug
gle hopelessly—or so it would seem—to achiewe some equity of de-
velopmernt and living standad as between Bosnia-Herzegovina
Croatia Macedonia Montenegrq Serbia and Slovenig as Israel
Socialiss look with alarm at the persistirg differences in the "socid
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class statug of "Europeant Jews as againg "Oriental' Jews in their
homeland as Grea Russiars prattle on abou the equality of ethnic
groups in the Sovieg Union, while Ukrainians in Washingtam rally
in proteg at the Russian Embassy and Jews in Moscow demard to
be allowed to emigrat to Israel it is property that begins to seen
derivative, and ethnicity that seens to become a more fundamenta
source of stratification. Why is this? To repeat our hypothess is
that ethnic groups bring different norms to bea on common cir-
cumstance with consequeh different levels of success—hence
group differences in status This phenomena is likely to be as
much in evidene® in an advancel capitalis sociey where property
relations are attenuated as in a Communig or Socialid sociey
where they are abolished A note of caution As quantitative studies
of thes issues begin to provide data they will certainly show that
what is common to, say, all Yugoslaviars must be accordel much
greate weight than what is disparate but of this it may simply be

said that the Croatians don't seen to know the "data.

In any event Communid nations have shown a concem with
ethnic matters far more pronounce than most others possiby
becau® ethnic reality is so at odds with Marxist-Leninig theory.
There are scores of official nationalities in the Sovie Union, and
every citizen, at age 16, must opt for one such identity, which he
retains for life. Similarly, the Chinese with their great centrd Han
culture, find themselves paying considerabé heed to "minority na
tionalities” A recent news dispatd from Peking reads surprisingly
like areport of an American political party in the age of New Poli-
tics:

China Has More Minority Nationality Communist Party Members—Morehan
143,00 peopk of minority natonalities in the autonomos regiors of
Sinkiang, Tibet. Inner Mongolia Kwangsi and Ningsia and the Province
of Yunnan havwe been admitted into the Communis Party of China since
the Ninth Pary Congres in 1969. They include Tibetans Mongolians,
Uighurs, Chuangs Huis, Koreans Kazakhs Yaos and Miaos.

Most of the new party membes are workers and former poor and
lower-middle peasang or herdsmen There is a certan numbe of revolu
tionary intellectuals The new membes are both men and women and
range in age from young to old.

Many of the new party membes from nationd minorities are eman-
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cipated slaves or serfs or children of former slaves or serfs They warmly
love Chairman Mao, the Pary and the New Society and hate the old sock
ety.

It may be noted that the flag of the Peoples Republic of China fea
tures one large star, and four smalle ones representig the Han
people and the four principad minority peoples

But to return to our question religion, language and concrege
cultural differences did, in our judgment decling at leag in the
West, as specific foci of attachmem and concern But the groups
defined by these cultura characteristie were differentially distrib-
uted through the socid structure The old base of distinction
even as their cultura characteristis were modified by modem so
cial trends became one may say, increasingy merely “symbolic’—
nevertheles they could serw as a basks for mobilization. Thus
there is some legitimacy to finding that forms of identification
basel on socid realities as different as religion, language and na-
tional origin all have somethirg in common such that a new term
is coined to refer to all of them—"ethnicity.” ” What they have in
common is that they have all becone effective foci for group mobi-
lization for concree political ends challengirg the primacy for such
mobilization of class on the one hand and nation on the other. Class
was expectal in the modem world to becone the focus for the
mobilization of group interests—it related directly to the rationd
characte o1 sociey and the way it generate different interests
Nation was the other grea pole around which group interess
could be mobilized We do not in any way sugges$ that thes are
not the centrd categories for understandig modem societies but
it is also true that we must add ethnicity as a new major focus for
the mobilization of interests troublesone both to those who wish to
emphasize the primacy of class and those who wish to emphasie
the primacy of nation.

3. But is not ethnicity more than simply a means of seeking advantage?

7. For a particulary subtle accoun and analyss of how this happens see Mi-
chad Hechter, "The Persistene of Regionalisn in the British Isles 1885-1966"
American Journal of Sociology, 792 (Septembe 1973) 319-342 and Hechter
"The Politicd Econony of Ethnic Change’, American Journal of Sociology, 79.5
(March 1974) 1151-1178
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We must modify the bald assertim that ethnicity become a means
of advancim interests—which it does—by insisting that it is not only
a means of advancimg interests One reasm ethnicity become an
effective mears in the modem world of advancirg interess is that
it involves more than interests As Danid Bell writes in his chapter
"Ethnicity has beconme more salient [than clas§ becau® it can com-
bine an intereg with an affective tie", (p. 169). While, on the other
hand, in the cas of class "What had once been an ideology had now
become almog largely an interest" (p. 167, italics added)

What is this somethirg more than interest what is the source of
the affective tie? Harold Isaacs in his chapter describes the mak-
ing of a basic group identity. His analyss deak with things as im-
mediat as body image Clearly that, as well as languag and imme-
diately transmitted intimate, culture, all play a role in permitting
ethnicity to combine affectivity with interest But in a world of
rapid chang and shifting identity, we tend to shy away from any
fixed notion of the "primordial,” of basic ties and connectiors that
creat groups as againg any rationd interest One problem with
the primordia is that we know how many of the groups that have
engagea in "primordial® conflict are themselves recert historicd
creations We know to what degree attachmen to one group or
another or the intensity of attachmen to any group, depend on
accidentd circumstances One should even in dealing with eth-
nicity, resig any division of human beings into fixed compart
ments monads between which some basic separatim or conflict is
inevitable That is not what history tells us. The variety of circum-
stances that membes of a given group can mee in different situa
tions does lead to radically different outcomes (See Orlando Pat
tersons analyss in this book of the different fates of Chines
identity in Jamaia and Guyana)

The two poles of analyss by which we try to explain the persis
tence or revival or creation of ethnic identities seen to waver be-
tween what we may cal “primordialists™: "Men are divided thus
and so, the reasors for their division are deep in history and expe
rience, and they must in some way be taken into accoun by those
who govem societies! and what we may call "circumstantialists"
"We are doubtful of any such basic division and look to specific and
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immediat circumstance to explain why groups maintain their
identity, why ethnicity become a bass of mobilization, why some
situatiors are peacefl and others filled with conflict."

We have taken our stan® somewha uneasiy between thes two
positions To repeat we do not celebrateethnicity as a basic attribute
of man, which when suppressd will always rise again such a posi
tion is for advocates not for analysts Nor do we dismiss ethnicity as
an aberration on the road to a rationd sociey in which all such
heritages of the pag will becone irrelevant to socid and political
action.

As a political idea, as a mobilizing principle, ethnicity in our time
has sprea round the world with the curious consequene of same
ness and difference that is encounterd with other such phenom
ena A common rhetoric attache to widely disparat conditions
with luxuriantly varied results Thus, in the United States the ris-
ing demand among blacks first for civil rights, then equality of
opportunity, finally some equality of participation in the social eco
nomic, and political institutions of the country, can be understoda
in terms of the distinctive history of the United States But it is
striking that the organizatim and demand of blacks found re-
spone among other ethnic groups in the United States—Latin
American, American Indian, Oriental and eventualy white ethnic
groups The circumstance of each of these groups was different
Some hdd been conquered some had emigratae from colonies
some from free countries some had met substantih prejudice and
discrimination others nothing much more than the inconveniene
of a new country. The form of the mobilized ethnic group seemed
in some degree to satisy individuals in each: by defining individual
identity, by suggestig forms of organizatiom and specifc demands
by perhap (though this is stil most uncleal) suggestip a some
what different accommodatia by the political order to ethnic dif-
ference We do not asset that some common need some common
distress existed in everybod ready to be evoked We do not
sugges$ that ethnicity is somethirg like the identity of parens in
Victorian novels that must be discovera lest some nameles
distres follow. But on the other hand neither do we sugges$ that
the new intensity of ethnic identification among a number of
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groups was merely a matter of imitation of blacks or merely a mat
ter of protective mimicry. Some combinaticn of need and imitation
seemnms to be closea to the reality.

The black movemen had as surprising a resonane abroal as at
home. A “black power' movemer developal in the West Indies, a
"civil rights" movemen in Northem Ireland, "black panther$
formed in Israel and some French Canadiams explainal they were
"white niggers' Once again when we conside the red problems
affecting various groups in eac of thes settings it would be idle
to sugges that what was borrowed was more than a name a term.
Yet in socid matters the right name the right term, is more than
terminology. It sugges$ a comparisa of situation it may propos
a similar political course it may foreshadeov similar scenarie of ac
tion. The French Canadiais did not need the blacks of the United
States to teach them that they were conquera and that Anglo-
phones dominateal their nation, nor did the Catholics of Northem
Ireland need the black example—their miseries go back rather far-
ther in history than even those of American blacks nor yet did the
Orientd Jews of Israd need the black exampk to remind them
somethirg was amiss with their position. In ead case there was a
reasm for grievance—but there was also the influence through the
ever more pervasive world mass media of anothers example a
teaching.

The exchang is rarely one way only. To the English-speakig
peoples of the world, the strugglk to put an end to British rule has
been a prime soure of ethnic invention. adaptel by exampk in
widely varied climes by virtue, no doubt of the shee inventivenes
involved, but also a consequene of the prestige of things British
and, by extension anti-British. (A prestige now largely passeé to
things American) The American civil rights movemen avowedly
and explicitly adoptel technique develope in twentieth-centuy
India. The more recert (and, one hopes margina) incident of
urban terrorism in the United States follow, albeit without any evi-
dent awarenes of the fact, a modd of resistane developa by the
Irish in the nineteenh century and still presern there (The civil
rights movemen in Northem Ireland lasted months in no time
the I.R.A. was active again as were the Orangemen and the pri-
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mal struggle resumed unchange sawe for the greate conveniene
of plastic bombs) Undergrour "commandant$ in San Franciso
issuing "executior orders againg devian revolutionarie are only
acting out the drama of Dublin in 1916. North Africans picked up
the techniqwe or else invented it on their own. An Italian made a
movie, The Battle of Algiers. Soon persors in San Franciso were act
ing out scenes from The Informer. And so exchange proceed with,
in our time, ever mounting violence Hijacking was invented ‘we
believe by the Palestinians—but American blacks Croatian workers
residert in Sweden Eritrean dissidens in Ethiopia (to refer only to
some of those who have acted out of some ethnic interes) have all
made use of it.

We have noted the role of the welfare stat in raising the stra
tegic efficacy of ethnic demands and of internationd economt de-
velopmens that led to grea migrations of labor in the seventeenth
eighteenh and nineteenh centuries creating many multi-ethnic
states in the process This proces has not stopped Never in history
did Westemn Europe import as much labor as in the postwa years
A new colored population of West Indians Indians and Pakistan$
was added to England One third of the labor force of Switzerland
one eighth of the labor force of Germany and substantia parts of
the labor force of France Belgium, the Netherlands Sweden came
to be made*lp of foreign workers The legd circumstance of each
of these waves of new immigrants varied some were permanent
and had all the rights of citizenship such as the new colored
groups of England Some were from neighborirg membes of the
European Economic Community, and had claims to full socid ben
efits in any other stae of the Community. Some—as the Algerians
in France—came from former colonies under specid arrange
ments But many—e.g., Turks and Yugoslaw in Germany—came
under permits that theoreticaly at leag gave no right to any per-
manen settlement In other cases such as Sweden an egalitarian
philosopty of governmen treated all newcomers whethe Italian
or Finnish, generously as far as socid benefis were concerned
The patterrs are extremely various though we see everywhee two
different approache in conflictt on the one hand the common
philosopty of egalitarianisn assers that all should be treatel alike;
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not only those within a nation, but those who come to work and
settle there On the other, Westem Europears have learneal that
new and permanemn settlemens of other ethnic groups mean eth-
nic conflict, and they mean to avoid it if they can. For Grea Britain
it is too late. Its colored population is permanent with the full
rights of citizenship and that 2 percert of the population alread
forms an issuwe in British politics that far outweighs its proportion
Further immigration has virtually been halted The North Afri-
cans Spanish and Portuguee in France and the lItalians, Yugo-
slavs and Turks in Germary are not citizens but one wonders
whethe they will actually be a less permanen part of those coun-
tries. One see the developmen of common issues—in conflicts
over housing schooling jobs. The proces of the creation of multi-
ethnic Europea states through immigration may be slowing
down, pursuan to an internd logic of its own. For welfare states
are generots to their citizens and tend in that measue to be care
ful as to who is allowed to becone one But the heritage of the
recert period of mas immigration is now being felt, and one
wonders whethe the new heterogeneit of Europea nations can
really be settled by simple mas expulsions legd as that may be. In
any case this option exists

Almost alone among the major nations the United States
continues to accepg large numbers of permanem immigrants
Moreover, thes immigrants are of quite different "stock' from
those of the past Many are Asian, and the new immigrants are to
an unprecedenté degree professional upper middle clas per-
sons What this mears is that the proces of gaining political influ-
ence as a smal group, a proces which took even the most success
ful of earlier groups two generatios at least is likely to be rapid
for these most recert newcomers It is odd how little this phenome
non figures in American public discussion it is neither hailed nor
challenged but simply ignored Without too much exaggeratio it
could be statel that the immigration proces is the single most im-
portant determinan of American foreign policy. This proces reg-
ulates the ethnic compositiomn of the American electorate Foreign
policy respond to that ethnic composition It respond to other
things as well, but probabl first of all to the primal facts of eth-
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nicity. In a multi-ethnic sociey there are often conflicting ethnic
loyalties, and our history records sufficient instance of just that,
such that no obvious simple redirecting of foreign policy is in the
offing. But our future will record even more such conflicts as
Koreans Filipinos, Indians Pakistanis Singaporeans and dozers
more make their interess known. Foreign policy will be affected in
diverse and profound ways Yet oddly, the United States Depart
ment of Stat almog wholly ignores the immigration process The
fact that immigration policy is foreign policy is a seemingy inexpli-
cable thought in Foggy Bottom. Howeve much Westen Euro-
pears and others may succee in protecting themselvs from the
ethnic storms of the twentieth century, we may be sure they will
continue to buffet the Grea Republic "Can the Blacks Do for
Africa What the Jews Did for Israel? asks a recert article in
Foreign Policy. The answer in the view of the autho Martin Weil, is
yes, they can and yes they ought The view of the Action Commit-
tee on Arab-American Relations or the recenty formed Nationd
Association of Arab Americamns is unrecorde as of this writing, al-
though they may well welcome the prosped¢ of greate American
participation in pan-Islamt adventures And so round the globe If
other nations wish to lessen ethnic diversity, it is clecr that this is
not yet the view of Americans certainy not of Greek-Americans
whose npmbers, militance, and congressionh strengh becamne evi-
dent with the onse of the Cyprus crisis of the summa of 1974.

Nor, of course can the remaining nation-state easiy succed in
avoiding their shar of such difficulties. Since World War Il almog
every new nation and they far outnumbe the older nations has
come into existen® with a numbe of seriows ethnic conflicts wait-
ing, as it were, their turn to be the focus of post-independene po-
litical life. The old Europea states while becoming somewha
more diverse with the addition of new groups are still in the pro-
cess of finding outjust how diverse history had alreads made them.
Add to this the fact—still given surprisingly little attention—that in
a world in which eac sociey become ethnicaly more diverse we
have had, since World War Il, a surprisingly strong prejudice
againg adjusting any boundary for any reason As Samué Hunt-
ington has written, "The twentieth century bias againg political
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divorce, that is, secessionisjust abou as strong as the nineteenth
century bias againg marita divorce” ® Since 1948 remarkaby few
internationd frontiers have been altered and those that have re-
main very unstable

Certainly these political realities alone seen to provide a good
numbe of the ingrediens for a greate degree of ethnic conflict
than, for example in the world of the Grea Depression Further,
as we have suggested the internationd mas media network rap-
idly spread the story and symbok of ethnic discontent

Note that this set of reasors that might explain why ethnicity has
become a focus for political mobilization—the rise of the welfare
state the conflict between egalitarianism and the differentid
achievemen of norms, the growing heterogeneit of states the in-
ternationa system of communication—does not easily differentiate
new nations from old, or developed from undevelope ones and
this is why there is reasm to conside ethnicity as not only a phe-
nomena of new states concernel abou "nation-building;’ but of
old states too.

The foregoing scarcey comprises a "theory" explaining why eth-
nic identity has become more salient ethnic self-assertio strongetg
ethnic conflict more marked in the pag twenty years Indeed we
know that the facts assume in the last sentene themselve can
be—and are—disputed: some sa that ethnic conflict is simply the
form that class conflict has been taking on certain occasios in re
cent decades and without the motor of class exploitation nothing
else would follow. Others say that ethnic conflicts must be decom
poseal into a variety of elements colonid conflicts;, the uprising <{
the "internally" colonized the ambition of individuals organizing
followings; fashiors and fads to cite but some assertios ranging
from the most seriows to the most trivial. Little in this field has
been resolved We are all beginnes here We conside this volume
very much an initial contribution in an enterprie to be continued

It is our hope that this book presens a more catholic view of eth-
nicity than is generaly current one that extends beyond the more
(S In the foreword to Eric A. Nordlinger. Conflict Regulation in Divided So-

cieties, Occasiond Papes in Internationa Affairs, no. 29 (Cambridge Harvad
University, Cente for Internationa Affairs, Januay 1972)
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limited categories of race nationality, and minority group; that
includes developea as well as developirmg nations that presens a
variety of theoreticd approache (though scarcey all that could
make a cas for themselves) and that this approad will sugges$ to
reades that there is a phenomenao here that is, in ways not yet
explicated no mere survivad but intimately and organicaly bound

up with major trends of modem societies
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HAROLD R. ISAACS

Basic Group ldentity:
The Idols of the Tribe

Your typicd ultra-abstractionis fairly shuddes at concretenessother
things equal he positively prefers the pale and the spectral If the two
universes were offered he would always choo® the skinny outline rathe
than the rich thicket of reality. It is so much purer, clearet nobler.

-—William James

the unsettled indecisive characte of the situation with which in-
quiry is compellal to ded affect all of the subje¢ mattess that ente into
all inquiry. It affects on the one hand the observel existing facts .
On the other side it affects all of the suggestions surmises ideas that are
entertainel as possibk solutiors of the problem
—John Dewey

The Idols of the Tribe hawe their foundation in human nature itself,
and in the tribe or race of men . . . All perceptions as well as the sen®
of the mind, are accordirg to the measue of the individua and not ac
cording to the measue of the universe And the human understandig is
like a false mirror, which, receiving rays irregularly, distorts and discolors
the nature of things by mingling its own nature with it.

—Francis Baco

The purpos here is to offer a sketch of what is intended to
become a full-feature portrait of basic group identity. This is the

Note: The materid in this chapte has been expande to book length in Idols of
the Tribe, Group Identity and Political Change (New York, Harper & Row, 1975)
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identity derived from belonging to what is generaly and loosely
called an "ethnic group. It is compose of what have been called
"primordial affinities and attachments' It is the identity made up
of what a persa is born with or acquires at birth. It is distinct from
all the other multiple and seconday identities people acquire be-
caus unlike all the others its elemens are what make a group, in
Clifford Geertz’ phrase a "candidae for nationhood"

This may sound like a claim to have caugh up with the snowman
of "ethnicity,"” whose footprints have been around us for so Iong
but which has been so curiously difficult for academ¢ hunters to
track down. But nothing so dramati is indicated becaug the face
and form of this creatue have been in full view all the time. The
difficulty has been to "seé€" it by itself, to distinguish it from all the
other "groups' and "identities' with which it has been so com-
monly lumped or confusa or even coveral from view.

In a previous pape | have describel the setting and marked the
starting points of my own inquiry into this matter.! It discussd the
presen pervasive condition of group fragmentatiom in all our
current politics, post-colonia] post-imperial] post-revolution
ary, and—in the United States—post-illusionary. This condition
amouns in effed to a massie retribalizaton’running sharply
counter to all the globalizing effects of modem technoloy and
communicgtions. The evidene® seens strongly to sugges that the
House of Muumbi—the home of the progenital mother of the
Kikuyu tribe in Kenya, used here as a surrogat name for all the
rooms—all the wombs?—in all the tribal mansions—is where
human beings still mostly live. It is the refuge to which, in any case
grea masses are retreatirg and withdrawing in the face of the
breakdown or inadequay of all the larger coherence or systens of
power and socid organization To get some better understandig
of its tremendows power of survivd and persistence it was neces
sary, | suggested to detad this basc group identity from the blur

I. Harold R. Isaacs "Group ldentity and Politicd Change The House of
Muumbi,” Septembe 1971. Publishel in part as "The Houses of Muumbi,” Wash-
ington Monthly 3 (Decembe 1971), 10, and as "Group Identity and Politicd
Change The Politics of Retribalization,” Bulletin of the International Houseof Japan
31 (Tokyo, April 1973)
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in which so many socid scientiss and psychologists—unlike the
poets artists and historians—seem to prefer to leave it, to sort out
and examire the elemens of which it is made to see the ways they
relate to eadh other, what functions they perform and what needs
they meet to try to look, in short at what it is that gives it its ex-
traordinaly strength If this seens elementary it could be becaue
our pag awarenes of this phenomena of basc group identity has
clearly not prepara us for the shape and roles it has assume in
our presen affairs and becaug all that was ever assume abou it
as "given" has now been taken away. We have to try to "se€' it now,
| believe as if we had never seen it before The only place to begin,
therefore is at the beginning

To begin with, then, basc group identity consiss of the ready
made se of endowmens$ and identifications which every individual
shares with others from the momen of birth by the chane of the
family into which he is born at that given time in that given place

There is first the new babys body itself, all the sharel physicd
characteristie of the group acquired through the long proces of
selection through what Rene Dubos has called the "biologica re-
membrane of things past] plus whateve else—we still argue
about how much else—comes through the parentd membrans to
give each new persa the original shape of his or her unique self.?

2. Two remark here regardirg the "his" and the "her" of this matter

a. The only third persm singula possessig pronowun in English beside "his"
and "hers' is the neute "its." If the use of "his" when we mean both "his" and
“hers"—like the use of "men" when we mean "human beingd or "men and wo-
men”"—does come to be see simply as male sexi¢ arrogane insteal of acceptabé
surrogae usag and extensio of meaning. then as in the cae of the deepy im-
beddel uses of the word "black,” the languag may need some revising Mean-
while, a feminist from way back who finds sexles neuterism just as offensive as
sexig male or femal chauvinism mus keep on trying to write abou thes matters
without mangling sensibilities or, as far as possible the prose

b. Women obviousy share commao characteristis and some comman condi
tions with other women acros mary cultures But that does not mean that they
shame the same bast group identity as women any more than men do as men, not in
the sen® of bast group identity as | am trying to specify it here The physicd and
other differences between men and women marvelows as they are, do not make
men and women candidats as suc for separa¢ nationhood Every bast group
identity is sharel by the men and women in the group, with its particula terms
rules, conditiors fixing the relationship between them. The struggk for equality



39 Harold R. Isaacs

But even as it draws its first breath hears its first sound feels its
first touch, the new infant begins to be endoweal with everything
else that awaits it in that family at that time in that place These are
the common holdings of the group of which the baby become a
member the socid features the "shared samenessésthat enter in
all their complex ways into the making of the individual ego iden-
tity. It is quite a stodk of endowments

The baby acquires a name, an individual name a family name a
group name He acquires the history and origins of the group into
which he is born. The group's culture-pas$ automaticaly endows
him, among other things, with his nationality or other condition of
national regional or tribal affiliation, his language, religion, and
value system—theinherited clustess of mores ethics aesthetics and
the attributes that come out of the geography or topography of his
birthplace itself, all shapirng the outlook and way of life upon which
the new individua enters from his first day.

These legacies come to the child bearing the immens weight of
the whole pag as his family has receiveal it. They shape the only re-
ality in his existen® and are made part of him before he has barely
any consciousnes at all. This is done formally and ritually at or
soon after birth, as in baptism circumcision and similar rites of
entry into the world of the group, and again after the conditioning
of the chilghood years in the varieties of pubery rites or initia-
tions by which young persors becone fully admitted membes of
the group.

The new membea of the group comes not only into his inheri-
tance of the pag but also into all the shapimg circumstancs of the
present the conditions of statuls that come or do not come with
these legacies his family's relative wealth or poverty, its relative
position in the larger group to which it belongs and the group's
position relative to other groups in its environment—all the politi-
cal-social-econond circumstance that impinge on the family and
the group, with all the inward and outward effects thes conditions

of statws for women is being fought with different degree of succes in different
societies as part of the generd currert renovatio of socid and political systems It
has its problems but as in the fight for racid justice in the American society sepa
ration does not seen to be among the viable solutions
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have on the shapirg of the individual's personaliy and the making
of his life. Of thes most decisive are the political conditions in
which the group identity is held, the measue of power or power
lessnes that is attachel to it. How dominarn or how dominate is
the group to which this individua belong® How static or how
changing is this condition, and how, then, is he going to be able to
see and bea himsef in relation to others? This is the cardind
gquestion and it is essentialy the question of the governing politics,
the push and pull of power among the groups who shar the scene

Such are the holdings that make up the basi group identity.
How they are seen and celebratel has provided the substane of
most of what we know as history, mythology, folklore, art, litera-
ture, religious beliefs and practices How the holdings of others are
seen has provided most of the unendirg gl‘imness of the we-they
confrontation in human experience Raisa high or held low, these
are the idols of all our tribes

These elemens of the basc group identity invite fresh scrutiny,
ead in itself. For as far as | may dare stretch the prescribel length
of this chapter | will include some additiond incomplee notes on
two_of them—the most symbolic .name,: and the most palpable
body—if only for purpose of illustration. But as far as this kind of
dissectio can take one—quite far—the way invariably leads back to
the clustering of all thes elemens in intimate relation to each
other. | will be describirg severd such clustels of group identity
elemens as | have found them arrangimg themselve in different
combinatiors in different settings My own cas study interview
materid deak with black Americans American Jews in Israel In-
dian ex-Untouchables English-educatéd Chinese Malayans Fili-
pinos, Japanese The public prints are filled evely day with mate
rial bearing on other example from almog everywhee on earth

Each case one finds, develops its own shapes its own dynamics
its own peculia intensities There is not much abou the study of
basic group identity that can be reduced to single formulas or be
symmetrically arranged The various elemens showv up in different
relationships to eadh other and with quite different specific gravi-
ties. Skin color and physicd characteristie may be at the heatt of
the group identity cluste of the black American but only at the
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margins in the case of the blacke African, the core of whose group
identity may lie in his tribal affiliation. History and origins can ap-
pea as the most powerfully positive centerpiece say, for the Chi-
nese with his Grea Past and as the most crushingly negatiwe cen
terpiece for the ex-Untouchabé in India who wants to blot his
pag out altogether In Ulster it is being "Catholic" or "Protes
tant”—with the mix of history and religion that gives thes identi-
ties their content—that goverrs everythirg abou the terms on
which a persm in that country now is going to live or die. The
common holding of Islam and fear-hat of the Hindus thrust Eag
Bengd into a nation with the Punjabis Pathans, Sindis and other
Muslim peoples of India's west geography physicd differences
language history parted them a generatim later in one of our cur-
rent history's bloodier amputations
> But varied as such particulas can be, | do believe it is possibk to
say that in all cases the function of basic group identity has to do
most crucially with two key ingrediens in every individual's per-
sonality and life experience his sen® of belongingness and the
quality of his self-esteem These come defined in many ways and
the needs they serw are met in many degree of plus—ness and
minus-n@s in different cases shapirng therely much of the behaw
ior of the membes of the group.

Obviously—and this is precisey the point at which much blur-
ring takes place—these need can be and often are satisfied in some
more purely interpersond context or in one or more of the many
other multiple and seconday group identities individuals acquire
in the course of their lives in all the different collectivities to which
they come to belong—class, social educational occupational pro-
fessional even recreational But thes seconday source of be-
longingnes and self-esteen serwe only where basc group identity
differences do not get in the way. This does occur in some
multi-group situations—more today in the American society, for
example than it did only yesterday as Catholics Jews blacks and
others so well know—but takes place most commonl in the enclo-
sure of homogeneos groups where the basic group identity is a
given, sharel by all. In most such cases in mixed societies however,
the "outsidé' is quite nearby and out there it become necessay to
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face what Kurt Lewin called the "uncertainy of belongingness,
the challeng to self-esteem in dealings with membes of other
groups be they more powerfu or less Here once more the basic
group identity and the conditions of that particula pecking order
determine how far these needs are met or not met. A
An individua belong to his basic group in the deepes and most ’
literal sen® that here he is not alone which is what all but a very
few human beings most fear to be. He is not only not alone but..
here, as long as he choose to remain in and of it, he canna be de-
nied or rejected It is an identity he might want to abandon but it
is the identity that no one can take away from him. It is home in
the sen® of Robet Frosts line, the place where when you've got
to go there they've got to take you in—the House of Muumbi, the
womb, the emotiond handhold of childhood sometime the physi
cal place itself. Or, in this age of massive migrations for grea
numbers transporte grea physicd and cultura distances it is the
ark they carry with them, the temple of whateve rules one's
forebeas lived by, the "tradition" or "morality" or whateve form of
creed or belief in a given set of answes to the unanswerables

With this belongingnes there goes all but inseparably the mat-
ter of self-esteem the supportirgp measue of self-acceptance of
self-respect that every individua must have to live a tolerable exis
tence Some individuals derive sufficient self-esteen out of the
stuff of their individual personalities alone Others have to deperd
on their group associatios to supply what their own individualities
may often deny them. Most people we can probably agree need
all they can get from both sources Again, like health or money,
this matter of self-esteen derived from group identity presens
little or no problem when the group identity and the self-accep
tance it generats is an assure given, an unquestiond premis of
life and therefor not in itself a soure of conflict. This can be the
cas in a tightly homogeneos sociey or group, or in a stabke sociey
in which all groups from top to bottom in the pecking order not
only know their place but accep it. All, including the maste
groups at the top and the lowest at the bottom—for example the
Untouchables in the Hindu case system—accept themselve as
they are told they are and accepg the belief systen that fixes the



36 Harold R. lIsaacs

conditions of their lives. Such frozen pecking orders have existed
for periods of time in different societies But it is precisey this
need for self-esteem the need to acquire it, fee it, asset it, that
has in our own time upsé all such orders and beconme one of the
major drives behind all our volcanic politics. The drive to self
assertion to group pride, ‘has fueled all the nationalis movemens
that broke the rule of the empires It stoked up the national/racial
chauvinisns that have characterizd both the Russian and Chines
revolutions More than anything else it generate the power that
broke the system of white supremag in the United States

We have become familiar with what is called identification with
the aggressoyr with the patterrs of self-rejectimm and self-hae com-
ing out of negativw group identities successfuly imposel by
stronge on weake groups But it is precisey when membes of
such groups stop submitting to this condition that group identities
become a problem both to victimizers and victims and, as all our
current affairs show,ﬁs‘ooner or later erupt into socid and political
conflict and crisis. This is the point at which basic group identity
and politics meet It has been the starting point of many notable
lives, much notabl history, and hardly any more notablk than the
history of our own time.

This brings us back to the task of making a detailed examinatim
of the elemens that make up this basc group identity. For the pur-
poses of this chapter and to illustrate the beginning of a sugges
tion of what such an examinatio involves here are some notes on
just two of these elements body and name

BODY

The body is the most palpabke elemernt of which identity—in-
dividual or group—is made It is the only ingredient that is un-
arguably biologica in origin, acquiral in most of its essentia char
acteristic by inheritane through the genes Primary as they may
be, all the other things that go into the making of group identity
are transformable An individual can change his name ignore or
concead his origins, disregad or rewrite his history, adop a dif-
ferent nationality, leam a new language abandm his family's re-
ligion or convet to a new one, embra® new mores ethics phi-
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losophies take on new styles of life. But there is not much he can
do to change his body.

Some body chang can resut from culturd change for example
Japanes are growing taller becaug of change in diet. Some
aspecs of the body's appearane can be changa by cosmett or
other means This has often been done in the effort to becone
more "beautiful' or less "ugly" and this has frequenty been as
sociatel with the effort to shed physicd identification with one
group or gain close identification with anothe group. Hair can be
dyed, curled, straightened weight gained or lost muscle hard
ened or laxed, skin can be bleache (up to a point), breass
inflated or flattened eyelids doubled and noses or other features
altered by plastic surgery But by and large and for most peoplc,
the body remains essentialy unalterable The color and texture of
its skin and hair, the shape size and mutud arrangemeng of its
main features come to us at birth and stay with us until we die. The
body is at once the most intimate and inward and most obvious and
outward aspet¢ of how we see ourselves how we see others how
others see us.

Much lore and sacra doctrine has held that the spirit or sou of
man is some essene temporarily house in his body, survi\'ing—in-
deed finally freed-—when the body wastes away and continuing its
independemn existene in all the other-world that have been
createl to serve the need not to die. All the anciert religions of
India saw life in the body as an interlude of suffering. The body I8
a stronghoHd made of bones an old Buddhig sutra said “‘covered
with flesh and blood, and there dwell in it old age and death pride,
and deceit’ With that more pungern concreteness acquired during
its passa@ through China, Zen Buddhism called the body "a stink
ing bag of skin." This image and the idea of ascettc mortification
that went with it governel much of Indian religiosity but did not
get far in China where as in so much else earthig notions pre
vailed. Hajime Nakamura quotes an old Chine® text: “We get our
body, hair, and skin from the parents To keep it from ruin and in.
jury is the beginning of filiaj piety." ® For Plato too, the body was

3. Hajime Nakamura, Ways of Thinking of Eastern People: India—China~Tibet
Japan(Honolulu, East-Wes Center Press 1964) pp. 162-163 180.
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somethirg to be left behind when, high enouch up that ladder of
love, the human spirit could rise right out of its body and out of
the world into the wondrous realm of pure beauty Aristotle, in his
more Chinese-lile way, though that mind and body had to live
with each other in a knowable world where pure beauty—perfected
man—would not be readily found. In later times even Descartes
who continue to think he was becaug he thought once acknowl
edged "I do not only reside in my body (like) a pilot in his ship,
but am intimately connecte with it and the mixture is so blended
that somethirg like a single whole is produced" *

It has been more in the modem tempe to think of the "single
whole”—*“the sou is not more than the body,” sang Whitman, "the
body is not more than the soul”—going on to think of the sou (or
"spirit" or "mind" or "personality’) as imbedde in a complex of
which the sef and the body are integrd and inseparabé parts and
joined all but indivisibly to the sociey of which the individua is
part. One studern of this Thatter suggess that the body "plays a
fundamentd role in our imperson& sen® of socid identification
with ‘fellow-citizens’ whom we may never have met' and he provoc
atively calls to witness "the irrepressibé metapha for sociey as
‘the body politic, ” used he points out, by Plato, Aristotle, St
Thomas Hobbes Hegel and Spencer suggestig "that the fea
tures of civil sociey may refledt those of our individua body. ®
Coming at this along quite anothe disciplinary dimension the psy-
choanalys$ Pau Schilde joins "world, body, and personality) the
problem always being to see in every individua cas how ead
relates to the other. "The body image is a socid phenomenon Our
own body image is neve isolated always accompanid by the body
images of others! Or as extenda& by Helen L}'nd: "One's body
image helps to shape one's image of the world and one's image of
the world affects the images one has of ones own body; both parts
are essential® §

4. Quoted by Samué J. Todes. "The Human Body as the Materid Subjed¢ of
the World,” Ph.D. diss., Departmen of Philosophy Harvard University, Cam
bridge, 1963

5. Ibid., p. 7.

6. Helen Lynd, On Shameand the Searchfor /dentity (New York, Harcourt Brace
1958), p. 37.
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More than any name physicd characteristis serwe as a badge of
identity. They figure with high visibility and powerfu glandula ef
fect in relations between groups neve more so than in our own
time when all such relations are being revised as to power, status
and patterrs of mutua behavior The grosses example of this has
been the relation between "white" and "nonwhite' in the making
and unmaking of European world empire and of the white su
premag systam in the American society In the United States espe
cially, the experiene of change has opena a period of acut
group identity crisis for blacks who must transfom their blacknes
from the crushing negatiw the white world made of it into an ac
cepted positive fact in their lives. Similar pressue has come upon
some whites—not only in the United States by any means—for
whom "whitenes$ remains a paramoun identification and whose
group identity behavia is shape by their need to maintain their
myths abou it.

But this is hardly a matter that lies only between "whitenes$ and
"nonwhitenes$ or only between former "white" mastes and
former "nonwhite" subjects Now that the mantling mythology of
white supremag has been pulled away and "white" political power
rediffused among “nonwhites,” long-submergd patterrs of atti-
tudes and behavia abou skin color have been reappearig in
varying intensities along the entire color spectrun and in many dif-
ferent parts of the world. When "racist' behavia erupts suf
ficiently to come to the world's attention—as it does with poignart
and bloody effedt in country after country—an effort is often made
to explain it away as a legay of Westem white dominance But evi-
dence of socid and aestheté¢ values attachel to "lightness and
"darknes$ of skin color appeas in the history, art, and literature
of numerow cultures widely separatd in spa® and time, in all
parts of the globe, and in times long before the spreal of the
power of white Europears beyond Europe Nor, moreovet are the
critically effective physicd differences confined to skin color. Be-
tween the Watuts and the Hutu, who have been slaughterimg each
other in Rwanda and Burundi ever since they receivel their "in-
dependence from the Belgians the major physicd difference is
betwee tallness and shortness badge of group indentity that can
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hardly be missel when the groups of killers from both sides see
each other out.” A common feature of prejudice patterrs built up
between groups is the notion that membes of other groups are
"dirty" or have some peculiarly offensive smell. Also common are
attribution of unusud sexud powers or characteristics

Becau® the body is the most primordia of all features of basi
group identity, extraordinariy powerfu tabocs and sanctiors have
been attache in many groups to exogamos unions or marriage
that threaten their physicd samenesgs their "racia purity." Un-
touchability in India is guesse by some to have had its origin in
the imagined efforts of light-skinned "Aryan" invaders to punish
and outlaw mixing with the dark-skinnel peoples whom they over-
ran. Physicda characteristie are almog as important as the Grea
Pag in the makew of Chines chauvinism.® The Japanese for
their part, hardly needel Spencers injunction to them a century
ago: "Never intermarry! %mongJapanee generally physicd ho-
mogeneiy is one of the most highly prized of all attributes.?

Taboos and sanctiors notwithstanding there are of course large
numbers of people in the world who are products of mixed mar-
riages or unions betweem membes of physicaly quite different

7. "One woman who arrived at a. . . hospitd had had both her hand hackel
off with a machete That is a common reprisal for when the shot Hutu find the
tall Tutsi, they often cut off their legs at the ankles" The New York Times,June 17,
1973

8. Chine® abroa have intermarried with other groups much more commony
than in the homeland but even oversea Chine® remain heavily subje¢ to strong
feelings abou mixing with "outsider$ of almog¢ any description. or more espe
cially abou the children of such unions Chine® vernacula terms for non-
Chines almog always refer to physicd features or characteristics

9. While in some sectiors of Japanes sociey during the occupation popula
culture fads and adoption of American beauy standard led to a certan curreng
for double eyelid operations mos Japanes have guardel themselve jealousy
againg dilution. A glimpse of this appeas in the interview accoun of a young
Japanee woman with two impeccably Japanes parens who remembes that as a
smal girl between the late 1940 and the early '50s, her “big"—that is, somewha
less than almond-shaped—eyes, a faint coppey tint in her blac hair, and her
slightly-fairer-than-usual skin led classmate to taunt her as an ainoko, a mixed
child, an experiene that brough upon her shane and loathing that she has neve
forgotten Cf. Hiroshi Wagatsuma "The Socid Perceptim of Skin Color in
Japan' Daedalus 96.2 (Spring 1967), 407-443.
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groups Across color and other assorte lines of distinctiveness
they combine different ses of genes and body characteristics At
the two ends of the given physicd spectrum such individuals could
often fade into the physicaly neares$ parentd group, if that is what
they wanted or were allowed to do. This clearly has been happen
ing for many generatiors at the margins of all kinds of groups In
some cases this has actualy brought abou a chang in the physicd
cag and/o in the range of socially or aestheticaly acceptabé physi
cal types This has happened for example, among the more open
and mobile segmens of the highly diverse American society, to the
extent that some of its racig critics have called it "mongrel.” This
wide-—though neve total—acceptance of blending tended to take
place however within certain limits of difference for example
north-sout European blonde-brunette In many other cases
however, the difference remainal too wide, usually along the color
line, to overcone the governiny tabos and sanctions One resuk
was automatt identification downwamd into the lower statws
group—[hat famous "one drop of Negro blood" that made a per-
son a Negro under the laws and custons of white-supremayg
America. Another resut was rejection by both parentd groups and
relegation to a specid margind inbetweennes that often acquired
its own legal, social and group character for example the Anglo-
Indians in India, the “Coloreds” in South Africa, and other such
Eurasian or Eurafrican groups that came into being during the co-
lonial era In colonid times, such groups were often able, under
the patronag@ of the maste race to move into some narrow place
of their own, usualy as minor bureaucrats policemen jailers, and
so on, or, as in British India, as skilled railroad labor. Most of them
were left painfully, sometime tragically placeles when the colonid
mastes left and the new mastes took over. In the more recent and
particularly poignan examplk of the children fathered by Ameri-
can soldiers in Japan Korea and Vietnam, especialy by black
American soldiers the very common fate has been abandonmen
and rejection by the loca societies isolation in orphanage ende
in only a smal number of cases by adoption by American families.

In some instance in the colonid period, the mixed group be-
came the top elite of the lower unmixed or less mixed mass enjoy-
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ing socid and economt advantage from the greate closenes to
the maste race as the so-calle "mulattos' or lighter-skinnal Ne-
groes did in the Americas and the Caribbean or even eventualy
becane the elite of the sociey as a whole, as the mestiza did in
most of Latin America and the Philippines after the end of Spanish
rule. This invariably took place on the bass of cultura assimilati:
to the higher statws group, the adoption of its styles and its racid
attitudes Such groups usualy soone or later came under the
counterattak of their own lower orders as lighter-skinnel Ne-
groes did in America at the hands of Marcus Garvey and his call
for "race purity" and again more recently in the tendeny of some
separationis blacks to identify black nationalisn with "race purity”
and integrationist ideas with "house niggerism; the "field-hand'
versws the "house servant §¥ndrome carried down from the days
of slavery In Mexico some attemp was made to give the political
revolution the color of an Indian reassertion. Some intellectuals if
not the mass of Indians began trying to restor the pre-Colombian
sources of the Mexican identity. In the Philippines similarly, some
intellectuak have been urging a new view of the hitherto despise
aborigind hill peoples whose pagan "purity" could be contrastel to
the uncertah physicd and culturad mixedness of the lowland Fili-
pino Christians

But whethe it takes place through intermarriag or otherwise
the degree of mobility between groups in most societis depend
heavily on the degree of physicd difference between them. In all
societies some individuals will try to "pass from one group to
another to bridge statws differences to beconme more "like" the
highly rated group. Where the physicd appearance involved are
varied enoudch or similar enough this kind of passing never easy
become at leag possible It happers all the time, even in case
India. But where plainly visible body differences are a critical fea
ture of the group differences it remaims all but impossible Even
where all other conditions are or can be made equal the physicd
characteristis themselves remain the barrier to stat,s and belong
ing.

This is why, indeed some groups without distinctive physicd
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features to mark them apart from other groups have deliberatey
created them. Thus circumcision scarifying, tattooing filing teeth
piercing or otherwise changirng the shap of nose ears tongue
lips, all becomirng badges by which to identify those who belong
and those who do not, sometime with highly complicata effect.*®

Less permanen but hardly less distinctive are the changes made
for this same purpos in the body's extensions beginning with the
hair, for example the scalplok of some North American Indians
the monk's tonsure the sideburrs of the Hasidic Jew, the uncut
hair and bead of the Sikh—mirrored more recently and more
transiently, in the adoption of long hair as the badge of the so
called youth counter-culture the shavel head of some of Lon-
don's counter-counterculturist or of some young Americarms seek
ing to be like Hindu holy men, and so on. Then there are all the
distinctive marks that can be made on the body's surfaces case
marks in India, painted patterrs on the skin, as in parts of Africa
and Oceania Beyond thes come clothes dress used to distinguish
bodies that would all look alike—more or less—undressed, all the
"native costume$ which occur from nation to nation group to
group, sometime from village to nearly village, giving to each one
the identifying distinctivenes it need to feel. Clothes of course
also becone the identifying badge for all kinds of seconday
groupings in all cultures all the specid costume or uniforms worn
down through time by the holy and the unholy, priests judges
lawyers policemen firemen messengersartisars of every descrip
tion, and—perhaps most representativel of all—by the soldiers
each group dresses in their identifying garb to go out to kill the sol-
diers of other groups dresse in their identifying garb.

Besides serving as the badge of identity in so many groups the

10. Conside what Shakespear writes for Othello the Moor to sa in his final
speed (Act V, Sc. 2):

. .In Aleppo once
Where a malignarnt and turbant Turk
Bea a Venetian and traduceal the Stateg
| took by the throa the circumcisel dog
and smote him, thus—{stabs himself
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body is for all groups the main bask for its standard of beauty the
main subjed¢ by far of most art in most cultures This begins with
what is perceiveal in any group as sexually attractive One can find
in anthropologic& literature some remarkabe example of what
neve pales or withers in the eyes of various beholdes in different
places But the portrayd of the idealized human body as an objec
of art also incorporates all the other complicatel perceptiors and
values that go into the making of any culture's aesthetics Much
waits to be learnad from a comparative examinatio of the body in
the art of different cultures with all that it can tell us abou so
many aspecs of each one and of the points at which they meet or
part. These perceptiors and values appea in one form or anothe
among all the strand of experiene that go into how members of
any group anywher see what they like in the human body—ideal
or real—fair or dark, blomgle or brunette tall or short classt or
crude, round or lean broad or narrow, smoot or craggy, muscu
lar or soft, hairy or bare large-breasté or small, round-bellied or
flat, smal buttocks or large. These become then, the preferra
shape in which "we" see ourselves and they determire how "we"
ded with the negatives of all thes positives that “they”—in all
those other groups—hold differently in view.

The physicd elemen in basic group identity has to do not only
with body but also with place the land, the soil to which the group
is attached literally, historically, mythically. Octavio Paz identifies
solitude not only with the "nostalgic longing for the body from
which we were cag out" but also for the place from which the body
came or to which in deat it will return, seen by many ancient as
"the cente of the world, the navd of the universe) as "paradi®
where the spirits of the dead dwell" and as "the group's red or
mythical place of origin." He cites from Lévy-Bruhl a primitive
belief that to leave one's place is to die, illustrated by an African rit-
ual in which movemen from a place is counteractd by carrying
and eating evely day some of the soil of the place that was home,
thus giving the socid solidarity of the group "a vital organic charac
ter" and making ead individual in the group "literally pan of a
body." Almost all the rites connectel with the founding of cities or
houses Paz notes "allude to a seard for that holy cente from



Basic Group ldentity 45

which we were driven out." Thus "the grea sanctuaries—Rome,
Jerusalem Mecca—are at the centa of the world or symbolize and
prefigure it." !

Such is some of the underpinnirg of "love of country’—
scoundrely love or red love—that gets imbeddeal in the individual
consciousnes about one's birthplace In China—the Chines namec
mears "centrd country’—people continue to identify themselve
with family birthplaces from which they may actually be many gen
erations removed In some case the ancestrh homeland distart in
time as well as in space become a critical ingrediert in the prob-
lem of existence Blacks in America struggle with the placemen of
Africa in their redefinition of who and what they are. Martin
Buber, who was more concerne with aJewish stat of grace than
with the politics of statehood sav "the physicd link with the land"
of Israd as crucid to the mysticd and historicd identity of Jews
this link is of course the mystique on which the stat of Israd is
based By some reading the attachmen of the group to its “"turf"
is seen as somethimg that human beings shar with animals and
there is little questio that the defen® or seizue of territory has
accounte for some of the most inhuman chaptes in human his-
tory. Territory is, at the least a critical factor in maintaining group
separateness; without it a nationality has difficulty becoming a na-
tion and a nation cannd becone a state

In all the varieties of this interaction of people and land, it is ob-
vious that the environmen itself powerfullv shape the history,
mores and characte of the group and the life patterrs of its indi-
vidual members Thus, all the features attachel or attributed to
people becaug they are (or once were) mountain people or plains
people or deset people lake, river, or island people seacoat or
landlockel people arctic, temperae or tropica zone people low-
land or highland rural or urban delta or dry land people and so
on. These differences too, in all their infinitely varied ways arc
part of the stuff of which basi group identity is made

11. Octavio Paz The Labyrinth of Solitude (New York, Grove Press 1961) pp.
205-206, 208.
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NAME

Names sean to be the simplest most literal, and most obvious of
all symbok of identity. But like all simple matters this is compli-
cated The queg for the meaning of naming goes badk to the first
framing of thought the beginning of language the first holding of
knowledge and forward again to all its persistirg riddles.

Naming, John Dewey has reminded us, is knowing, "the distinc
tive centrd proces of knowledge” '2 All philosoply has wrestled
with viewing knowledge as fast or fluid, petrified or plastic com-
ing—from Heraclitus and the Chines through to Jame and
Dewey—to the effort to captur the elusive actuality of things by
seeirg them in cgnstan motion, always being transformed chang
ing more rapidly than the w&rrdswthe names—used to descrike
them. Becaue of the "many traditional speculativey evolved ap-
plications of the word ‘name’ . . . many of them still redolern of
ancient magic,’ Dewey looked for greate precisim in other
terms—designation, cue, characterization specification sign,
symbol—hoping this would help make it plainer that "we take
names always as namings as living behavios in an evolving world
of men and things" '®* But words and names used to represen
"truth” have their own history, successfuly imposing themselves on
the proces and usually growing, asJames put it, "stiff with years of
veteran service; not easily flexed or displaced

"One of the difficulties of the history of ideas) wrote Alfred
Cobban "is that names are more permanen than things Institu-
tions change but the terms used to descrile them remain the
same! "*The same difficulty bothered the Chines philosophes
who some 25 centuries ago belongal to what was called the "Schod
of Names"—Ming Chia—socalled becaue it was concerne with
the distinctions to be made between "names and "actualities”
There were at leag two tendencies Fung Yu-lan tells us, one "em-
phasizing the relativity of actud things and the other the abso

12. John Dewey (with Arthur F. Bentley), Knowing and the Known (Boston Bea
con Press 1949) p. 147 Cf. Anselm Strauss Mirrors and Masks (Glencoe, The Free
Press 1959), chap 1.

13. Dewey, Knowing and the Unknown, pp. 156 ff.

14. Alfred Cobban The Nation State and National Self-Determination(New York,
Crowell Co., 1969 1970), p. 22.
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luteness of names" !> The theme of "rectification of name¢ recurs
through the debates on the issue—which went on for severd cen
turies—having to do essentialy with the idea that "things in actud
fact should be made to accomd with the implication attacha to
them by names" One of thee ancients Hsun Tzu (ca 250 B.C.)
found three fallacies in the works of the Schod of Names "the
fallacy of corrupting names with names . . . the fallacy of corrupt
ing names with actualities . . . the fallacy of corrupting actualities
with names" Obviously there has been more of the same than of
change in these matters in all the time since

The stretch is not grea either between anothe leade of that an-
cient Schod of Names Lung Kung-Surg (ca 280 B.C.), who said
that he "wished to . . . corred the relations between names and ac
tualities, so as thus to transfom the whole world,” '"and this pas
sage from William James "The universe has always appeare to
the naturd mind as a kind of enigma of which the key must be
sough in the shape of some illuminating word or name That word
names the universe$ principle and to posses it is, after a fashion
to posses the universe itself” '® Thus the taboo on uttering or
even writing the name of Jahvéh among the jews——the founder of
the mysticd Hasidic sed of Jews in early eighteenth-centur
Europe called himsef "Baal Shem Tov,” "Master of the Name! A
similar taboo existed on the person& name of the reigning mon-
arch in old China In the Indian epics no one of lower rank ever
addressd anyonre of higher rank by his person& name or used the
persond pronoun when speakirg to him. Names themselve over
so much time in so many cultures carried with them the power of
magic and incantation the power to solve mysteries grandly uni-
versd or obscurey personal In the beginning was the word, fol-
lowed immediatey by the tabooa word.'® “But—" Jame went
on, "if you follow the pragmatc method you cannd look on any

15. Fung Yu-lan, Short History of Chinese Philosophy (New York, Macmillan,
1948), p. 83.

16. Ibid., p. 153

17. Ibid., p. 92.

18. William James Pragmatism:4 New Wavfor Some Old Ways of Thinking (New
York, Longmans 1907, 1949) p. 52.

19. J. G. Frazer The Golden Bough: A4 Studyin Magic and Religion (Toronto, Mac-
millan, 1969) chap 22, “Tabooed Words"
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such word as closing your quest You must bring out of each word
its practicd cash value, se it at work within the stream of your
experience It appeas less as a solution, then and more particw
larly as an indication of the ways in which existing realities may be
changed.” 2°

In the strean of our current experience the cash value of names
has clearly been fluctuating with grea and unusud violence The
matter of names keeps turning up in one form or anothe in all the
ongoing rediscoveries revisions remakings and reassertios of
group identity now taking place all around us. It is clear that quite
by itself the name—of individual, of group, of nation, of race—
carries a heaw freight of meaning It is seldan itself the heat of
the matter but it often points directly to where the heat can be
found. Making our way thl‘ng} the thickets of reality of group
identity problems we can do worse than to follow where the name
alone takes us, for it can lead deep into the history, the rela
tionships the emotions that make up so much of the presen tangle
of affairs.

Each of my own cas studies of particula groups has included a
chapte called "A Name to Go Bv,” dealing with the shifting use
and meaning of "Negro" and "colored' and "black,” and so on,
among black Americans the burders of shame and pollution car
ried into evely momen of evervday life by group and individual
name among emergen Indian ex-Untouchablesthe new pools of
meaning forming around the terms "Jew' and “Israeli" and the
many other terminologicd ironies and curiosities that turn up so
bountifullv now in Israel where Jews from America and Canad
become "Anglo-Saxons| Jews from Poland beconme "Poles; and
Jews from Morocco and Yemen beconme "Moroccand and "Yemen
ites”" In the Americas the peopl called "Indians' by Europears
who though they had landed in the Indies held to their distinctive
tribal names for themselve until they had been wholly conquera
and had to submi to the identitv imposel on them, along with the
name by their conquerors In North Carolina quite recently, a
nameles and “raceless” group of Indian-Negro-white mixed ori-

20. James Pragmatism, p. 53.
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gins, always previously lumped with Negroes for purpose of seg
regation under the white supremag system won recognition as a
distinct "Indian" group by getting the stat legislature to give them
a name the “Haliwas”~—made up of syllables of Halifax and War-
ren counties where many of them live. In India, meanwhile the ef
fort to give substane and usage to the nationd identity "Indian"
makes only slow headwgy againg all the separa¢ regiond and
linguistic groups bearing the separaé names by which most people
in India still identify themselves The lexicon of vernacula or in-
formal names that groups apply to each other—and sometime in a
complex transferene to themselves—gives the most direct and
pungert expressim to the feelings that membes of most groups
most commonl have abou other groups contempt hostility, fear,
envy, hatred The familiar list in American English-—nigger, mick,
wop, kike, chink, jap, spic, honky, polack gook and so on—can be
safey assume to have its counterpat in every tongue in every
place in every culture where differing groups exist or there is any
awarenes at all of human differences But informa or formal, all
group names carry with them a heaw store of pag and presen his-
tory. The term for white men among some Eskimos is "gossek$
becaug the first white men they ever sawv were Cossack from Rus
sia. In South Africa there is a heaw cargo of history in the twist of
usage that have gone from "kaffirs" (an Arabic word that origi-
nally carried only the meaning of "unbelievers) and "niggers' to
"Natives' and "Nonwhites' and, now, "Bantu." In the Philippines
there is much to be learnead by tracing the passag from the term
“Indio”—the Spanish gave the same name to the people they
found in these islands that Columbus gave to those he found in the
Caribbean—to "Filipino."

The name of the Philippines itself—like every country name—
opens a fruitful vein of inquiry. Similarly in Japan the use of Nihon
or Nippon as the style, which in either version identifies it as the
land where the sun rises in the one ca® suggestig a certain
softnes of spirit and in the other a harsh muscularity The name
China—Chung Kuo—identifiégs as the “centrd country China
being, as Chinese have always known, the true cente of the uni-
verse the only civilized land in a world of barbarians Some notable



50 Harold R. Isaacs

country names to be sure have less self-conscious more accidenta
origins. America, as every schoolby knows or used to know, got its
name from the explorer Amerigo Vespucci a contemporay of
Christophe Columbus who ventured less it seems but wrote
more, and who—according to one provocatiwe analysis—had a
name that had very specid resonances psychoanalyticalf speaking
for the man who quite literally first put the name America on the
map.21 In the recent grea multiplication of new states in the
world, however the reappearane of long-submergd names—for
example Viet Nam, Ghana Mali, Zambia Sr Lanka—marked the
self-conscios reopenirg of veins of identification with the remote
past The different attitudes and usage in North and South Korea
involving the anciert name of Chosen reflect strongly felt current
views abou some very old affairs. Or, in quite a different kind of
case conside the synthetc creation of the name Pakistan made up
as an acronym of the names of the main regions from which that
remarkaby synthetc stat was carved—Punjab, Afghanistan Kash
mir, and so on—omi[ting any initial for Bengal an omissim finally
confirmed by reality, 25 years later, by the severane of Bengd
from Pakistam and the emergene of a brand new Bengal stat
with the old name of the Bengal homeland Bangladesh

Individual names usually—though not always—also serw as
badge of the basic group identity. By languag and style, they tell
us a grea ded abou an individual's origins and probabk presen
associations The individual name to be sure remaims primarily
the symbd for the single and unique persamm who bears it, that one
and only unduplicatabé individual who is distinct and different
from all other individuals. We have made much of this uniquenes
in our own culture, though perhap not as much as is suggestd by
the fact that on the island of Truk every single living persam has a
distinctive name no duplicatiors allowed A persons own name in
some ways establishe the fact of his existence The sancti:m of
namelessness imposed on bastardg in our culture is one of the most
fearful that a group can impose Namelessnes of any kind, indeed

21. W. G. Niederland, "The Naming of America—Psychoanalytic Study of an
Historic Event! in Mark Kanzer, ed., The UnconsciousToday (New York, Interna
tional Universities Press 1972)
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is almog beyond bearing "nameles fear' is worse than any other
kind of fear. Names like socid norms, provide a certain minimum
security, bearing that every individua must fed around him or
else be lost. As Helen Lynd so acutely put it: "The wood in Through
the Looking Glass where no creatue bears a name is a place of ter-
ror.” In most if not all, cultures and languages we not only have
names but we acquire "good' names or "bad' names Good names
are inherited won, protected besmirched lost, and—worst of all,
the poet has told us—flched. Good or bad, we see that they are
kept in view on ancestr& tables or graven as deep as may be, in
stone a despera¢ effort to keep the name alive to stand for the
persan who bore it for as long as possibe after the persm has
gone

But regardles of all that our individual names may come to sig-
nify, they do most generaly also identify the group to which we
belong or from which we come by nationality, perhaps or by re-
ligion. Where behavia bearing on group statws is involved, the
name alone can serw as an instant signd for the indicated re-
sponse—open or closed welcome or repulsg inclusion or exclu
sion. Hence in so many different settings the familiar busines of
name-changig by individuals who want to mitigate or concea in-
ferior status to be more "like" the more favored group, to gain
some more comfortabke anonymit by sharing, at leag in name the
identity of the dominan group. In the ex-colonid world, the shift
in political power relations has brought abou a reversa of this pro-
cess Europea given names were in many case acquirel by colo-
nial subjecs by baptism by bestowal or by choice reﬁccting ambi-
tion and/a the need to accommoda¢ to the maste culture.?® The
sheddirg of these names like changirg their country names has
been one of the easief more obvious and more symbolic ways for
ex-colonid subjecs to asset their independene and to reasser
their own national/culturd identities In the ex-Belgian Congo now

22. In one case unique as far as | know, in the Philippines where Christian
given names had long been in use via baptism in the church Spani surnames—
taken pagefu by pagefd from a Madrid directory—were simply "given" to large
numbers of peopk by a mid-nineteenth-centyr Spani$ governor for the greate
conveniene of his tax collectors
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renamel Zaire, Presidem Mobutu recently followed the examplk of
other nationalig leaders not only by changimg his own Christian
given names but legally outlawing all such names in the country
and fixing penalties for any priest who baptized a child with any
but a Zairian name Regainig a lost identity takes a particula
form in lIsrael, where the Zionists raised the Hebrew languag
from the dead and returning Jews often marked the sheddirmg of
their Diaspor pad by adopting new Hebrew names to fit their new
Israeli identities For some blacks in the United States the drive to
re-establi® more prideful self-acceptilg identities for themselve
has involved not only replacing the group name "Negro" and "col-
ored' with "black" or "Afro-American" but also changing individ-
ual names abandonim those acquired from the time of slavey
and replacing them with Afgjcan or—for reasoms that invite examk
nation and reflection—Arabic names Perhap boldeg and harshes
of all were the Black Muslims, who shed what they saw as slavemnas-
ters’ surname and substitute a plain X, as though to proclaim
that while they would no longer go by the name that the hated
white world had given them, they did not yet know who they were.



