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Introduction 

Ethn ic i ty seems to be a new t e r m. I n t he sense i n wh i ch we use 

 c h a r a c t er or qual i ty of an e thn ic  d o es not a p p e ar 

i n t he 1933 ed i t i on of t he Oxford  Dictionary, b ut i t m a k es its 

a p p e a r a n ce i n t he 1972 Supplement, w h e re t he f i r st usage r e c o r d ed 

i s t hat of Dav id  in 1953. I t is i n c l u d ed in Webster's Third 

New  but d id n ot f ind its way in to t he R a n d om 

H o u se Dictionary of the English Language of  n or t he American 

Heritage Dictionary of the English Language,  It d i d, h o w e v e r, 

m a ke t he 1973 ed i t ion of t he American Heritage Dictionary, w h e re i t 

i s d e f i n ed as  T he c o n d i t i on of b e l o n g i ng to a p a r t i c u l ar e t hn ic 

g r o u p; 2. E t h n ic p r i d e ." O ne senses a t e rm still on t he m o v e. T he 

f i r s t of t hese two de f in i t ions f i t s well wi t h  o w n: an object ive 

c o n d i t i o n.  h o w e v e r, i s  sub jec t ive, t hat of 

 H ow very d i f f e rent f r om an o ld m e a n i n g, "obs. r a r e" as 

the O ED has it, " h e a t h e n d o m: h e a t h en supe rs t i t i on ." A t t he very 

 a c h a n ge of re lat ive s ta tus i s g o i ng on h e r e. 

Al l of wh ich may p r o m pt t he r e a d er to ask how useful th is " n e w" 

t e rm is. A ny such ca tego r i za t i on taken up a nd g iven c u r r e n cy by 

socio logis ts su f fe rs f rom a ce r ta in p r e s u m p t i on of d isut i l i ty. Does i t 

mean a n y t h i ng new, or i s i t s imp ly a new way of sav ing s o m e t h i ng 

o ld? Does i t m a ke for g r e a t er p rec is ion i n d e s c r i b i ng t he wor ld, or 

d o es i t m e r e ly c o m p o u nd t he con fus i on, fuzz f u r t h er t he fuzziness? 

I s i t t he resu lt of  t he reso rt of b e w i l d e r m e n t? A r e a d er 

of th is v o l u me for e x a m p le m i g ht  ask any or all of t hese q u e s-
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 as he  this s ing le t e rm a p p l i ed to p h e n o m e na as 

va r i ous as the surv ival of psycho log ical d i f f e rences b e t w e en I ta l ian 

a nd I r i sh A m e r i c a ns i n t he U n i t ed Sta tes; b lack pol i t ics h e r e; t he 

di f f icul t e f fo rt to f ind a sat is factory p lace for t he F r e n c h - s p e a k i ng 

e l e m e nt i n an u n d i v i d ed C a n a d a; t he r e s t r a i n ed b ut d e v a s t a t i ng 

conf l ict b e t w e en F l e m i ng a nd Wa l l oon i n B e l g i u m; t he l o o m i ng na-

t ional i t ies issue i n Soviet Russ ia; t he l a n g u a ge p r o b l em i n I n d i a; 

b o r d er m ino r i t i es i n C h i n a; t he s ta tus of I n d i an a nd mestizo i n 

P e r u; t he a l l - i m p o r t a nt issue i n Afr ic a of wh ich t r ibes got r e c r u i t ed 

for t he m o d e rn a r m i es t h e r e. T he p h e n o m e n on seems e v e r y w h e re 

to be e n c o u n t e r e d, b ut s o m e h o w, e v e r y w h e r e, a lso, v a r i o u s. Does a 

s ing le t e rm h e l p? W o u ld i t n ot be b e t t er to desc r i be s u ch va r i ed 

p h e n o m e na as l inguis t ic, na t i ona l, re l ig ious, t r iba l, rac ia l, a nd t he 

l ike, d e p e n d i ng on t he ir n a t u r e? W o u ld i t not be b e t t er to s e p a r a te 

t he very d i f f e r e nt p r o b l e ms of o ld n a t i o ns f r om those of t he n e w? 

of t he d e v e l o p ed wor ld f r om those of t he d e v e l o p i n g? of h e t e r o g e-

n e o us e m p i r es f r om h o m o g e n e o us na t ion -s ta tes? A r e t h e se no t, i n 

t r u t h, age-o ld h u m an charac te r is t i cs a nd s e n t i m e n t s, e x p r e s s i ng 

t hemse l ves, p e r h a p s, i n new se t t ings, b ut i n t hemse l ves n o t h i ng 

new? Isn 't th is real ly w h at we a re d e a l i ng w i t h h e r e? 

N o, i t i s no t. Such, i n any even t, i s o ur c o n t e n t i o n. S o m e t h i ng 

new has a p p e a r e d. T he object of th is  w o rk of m a ny 

m en no o ne of w h om n e ed subsc r ibe to t he views of t he

to p r e s e nt c e r t a in theore t i cal e x p l a n a t i o ns for this a p p e a r a n ce a nd 

to p r o v i de a n u m b er of c o n c r e te i l l us t ra t ions. We c a n n ot h o pe to 

be conc lus ive i n o ur e f for t, to set t le t he m a t t er o n ce a nd for all. 

T h e p h e n o m e n on i s too new a n d, doub t l ess, o ur o wn r a n ge too 

l im i ted. H e n ce we do not ask any f i nal assent f r om t he r e a d e r. Yet 

we do h o pe for a ce r ta in o p e n n e ss to t he idea that t h e re may 

i n d e ed be s o m e t h i ng new h e r e. A r e a d er of t he ear ly n i n e t e e n th 

c e n t u r y, e n c o u n t e r i ng the asser t ion t hat i ndus t r i a l i za t ion was s h a p-

ing d is t inc t ive social c lasses, cou ld well have s h r u g g ed i t o ff w i t h 

t he t h o u g ht t h at t h e re h ad a lways b e en social r a n k s, a lways dif-

fe rent ways of e a r n i ng a l iv ing . Yet to h a ve d o ne so w o u ld h a ve 

been to miss a b ig event of that a g e. S imi lar ly, we feel t h at to see 

only what i s fami l iar i n t he e thn ic i ty of o ur t ime i s to miss t he 

e m e r g e n ce of a new social ca tego ry as s igni f icant for t he u n d e r-
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s t a n d i ng of t he p r e s e n t - d ay wor ld as that of social class itself. F or 

i n t he we l ter of c o n t e m p o r a ry f o r ms of g r o up e x p r e s s i on a nd 

g r o up conf l ict t h e re i s bo th s o m e t h i ng new a nd s o m e t h i ng c o m-

 t h e re has b e en a p r o n o u n c ed a nd s u d d en i nc rease i n t e n d e n-

cies by p e o p le i n m a ny c o u n t r i es a nd i n m a ny c i r c u m s t a n c es to in-

sist on t he s ign i f icance of t he ir g r o up d is t inc t i veness a nd iden t i ty 

a nd on n ew r igh ts that de r i ve f r om th is g r o up c h a r a c t e r. 

Desp i te t he e n o r m o us d ivers i ty a m o ng t he g r o u ps a nd s i t ua t i ons 

i n wh ich s u ch t e n d e n c i es have b e c o me ev iden t, a nd a m o ng t he 

issues a nd d e m a n ds ra ised by e a ch g r o u p, i t i s poss ib le to e x p l o re 

t hese va r i ous e x a m p l es of g r o up asser t i veness a nd conf l ict i n t e r ms 

of w h at t h ey have i n c o m m o n. E a c h, of c o u r s e, ar ises i n a d is t inc-

t iv e h is tor ical a nd social se t t ing a nd m u st be t r e a t ed as u n i q ue i n 

t he sense t h at e v e r y t h i ng i n h u m an af fa i rs i s u n i q u e. Yet i t i s a lso 

necessary, we a re conv inced, to sea rch for c o m m on sec tors. Pe r-

h a ps these a re deep ly felt h u m an n e e ds t hat have a lways b e en 

p r e s e nt b ut on ly recent ly focused by ce r ta in pol i t ical a nd social d e-

v e l o p m e n ts t h at h a ve g iven r ise to n ew c o m m on social c i r c u m-

s tances i n m a ny c o u n t r i es i n t he p o s t w ar wor ld. Mere ly to b e g in 

specu la t i on i s to e n c o u n t er t he r a n ge of possibi l i t ies. 

I n o t h er c i r c u m s t a n c es i t w o u ld be the task of an i n t r o d u c t i on to 

a v o l u me of s o me ha l f -dozen theo re t i cal essays on a g iven social 

p h e n o m e n o n, a nd e leven accoun ts of h ow t he p h e n o m e n on ex-

p resses i tself i n a var ie ty of n a t i o ns a nd p a r ts of t he w o r l d, to 

a d d r e ss key  i n this case ques t i ons c o n c e r n i ng e t h n ic 

iden t i t y, asser t i veness, a nd confl ict t oday: w h e t h er t h ey a re d e e p ly 

f o u n d ed i n h u m an n e e d s, or i n n ew social d e v e l o p m e n t s, or i n t he 

charac te r i s t i cs of m o d e rn s ta tes, a nd so fo r th. T he object of th is in-

 of t he  m o re m o d e s t: not a t h e o r y, b ut 

a b u n d le of pa r t i al t heo r ies; not an e x h a u s t i ve sou rce, b ut an i l lus-

t ra t i ve o n e; not  b ut m e r e ly t he asser t ion t h at h e re i s 

a p h e n o m e n on that must be s t u d i e d. 

T h e c la im i s m o d e st but i s not u n i m p o r t a n t, w h en o ne c o n s i d e rs 

how litt l e a t t e n t i on ethnic i ty as a p h e n o m e n on i n society a nd pol i-

tics has r ece i ved unt il the last few yea rs. T h u s, i n o ur s e a r ch for an 

a p p r o p r i a te def in i t ion a nd c h a r a c t e r i z a t i on we rev iewed s o me 

avai lab le h a n d b o o k s. G. D u n c an Mi tchel l 's  Dictionary of Sociology 
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(Ch i cago,  1968) d o es not con ta in an e n t ry for " e t h n ic 

g r o u p s" or  i t d o es c o n t a in an e n t ry for " e t h-

 ( T he s a me i s t r ue of t he m u ch o l d er Handbook of Soci-

ology by E d w a rd B y r on  N ew York,  P ress,  A 

Modern Dictionary of Sociology by G e o r ge A. a nd Ach i l les G. T h e o-

 (New York, T h o m as Y .  1969) d o es c o n t a in an 

e n t ry for " e t h n ic g r o u p" b ut o ne wh ich ref lects a s o m e w h at o l d er 

u s a ge ("a g r o up wi th a c o m m on cu l t u ral t r a d i t i on a nd a s e n se of 

i den t i ty wh i ch exists as a subgroup [ o ur italics] of a l a r g er soc ie ty" ). 

B u t do we n ot n ow t e nd inc reas ing ly to app ly t he t e rm " e t h n ic 

g r o u p" to a ny g r o up of d is t inct cu l t u ral t r ad i t i on a nd o r i g i n, e v en 

i f i t i s t he major i ty e t hn ic g r o up w i th i n a na t i on, t he

T h u s, i n t he U n i t ed States we inc reas ing ly c o n s i d er o ld A m e r i c a n s, 

d e s c e n d a n ts of A n g l o - S a x o n s, as t hemse l ves an e t h n ic

t he o dd t e rm W A S P, co ined o ne a s s u m es i n jes t, i s o f t en u s ed to 

d e s c r i be t h e m. 

A d m i t t e d l y, th is i s not un ive rsal u s a g e, not even i n th is v o l u me 

(see the essay by O r l a n do Pa t t e r son ). I n t he carefu l ly p r e p a r ed Dic-

tionary of the Social Sciences by J u l i us G o u ld a nd Wi l l ia m L.

(New Yo rk, T h e F r ee Press of  1964),

 fol lows the m o re l imi ted usage a lso: " a social g r o up w h i c h, 

w i th i n a l a r g er cu l tu ral a nd social sys tem, c la ims or i s a c c o r d ed 

special s ta tus i n t e r ms of a c o m p l ex of t ra i ts (e thn ic t ra i ts) w h i ch i t 

exh ib i ts or i s  to exh ib i t ." But t he fact  we

social sc ient ists t e nd to b r o a d en t he use of t he t e rm " e t h n ic g r o u p" 

to r e fer not on ly to  to m ino r i t i es, but to all t he g r o u ps 

of a society c h a r a c t e r i z ed by a d ist inct sense of d i f f e r e n ce o w i ng to 

c u l t u re a nd  itself ref lects t he s o m e w h at b r o a d er signi f i-

cance that e thn ic i ty has taken up i n r ecent years. 

I t a lso to o ur m i nd reflects s o m e t h i ng m o re i m p o r t a n t: a shi ft i n 

t he g e n e r al u n d e r s t a n d i ng a b o ut e t h n ic g r o u p s. F o r m e r ly s e en as 

 f r om an ear l ier a g e, to be t r e a t ed var ious ly w i t h a n n o y-

a n c e, t o l e ra t i on, or mi l d ce leb ra t i on, we now have a g r o w i ng s e n se 

that they  be forms of social lif e t hat a re capab le of r e n e w i ng 

a nd t r a n s f o r m i ng themse lves. A s s u c h, p e r h a p s, t he h o pe  d o i ng 

w i thout e thn ic i ty i n a society as its s u b g r o u ps ass imi la te to t he m a-
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j o r i t y g r o up m ay be as Utopian a nd as q u e s t i o n a b le an e n t e r p r i se as 

t he h o pe of d o i ng w i t h o ut social classes i n a soc iety. 

T h i s i s n ot an asse r t i on to be passed l ight ly . I f t r u e, a ve ry g r e at 

deal of rad ical a nd even l iberal d o c t r i ne of t he past c e n t u ry a nd a 

ha lf i s w r o n g. To r e p e at o ne f i n al t ime for fear of b e i ng m i s u n d e r-

s t o o d, we do n ot assert t hat i t i s t r u e, a l t h o u gh we suspect i t to b e. 

I n a n t i c i p a t i on of a la ter po i n t, let i t also m o st expl ic i t ly a nd e m-

pha t i ca l ly be s ta ted t h at we n e i t h er w e l c o me n or d e p l o re t he p h e-

n o m e n o n. W h e n, years a g o, M a r g a r et Fu l ler a n n o u n c ed t h at she 

a c c e p t ed t he u n i v e r s e,  c o m m e n t ed t hat s he h ad be t t e r. 

T h i s, a nd on ly th is, i s o ur p u r p o s e, a n d, for w h at i n t e rest i t m ay 

h a v e, i t i s a lso o ur view. I t i s a view we f ind we h a ve he ld to

fa i r cons i s tency for t he f i f t een years s ince we f i r st c o l l a b o r a t ed on 

 the  a s t u dy of e t h n ic g r o u ps of N ew Y o rk Ci ty 

w h i ch a p p e a r ed at a t ime w h en i n t h e o ry they w e re s u p p o s ed to 

be d i s a p p e a r i n g. 

 a re s u g g e s t i ng that a n ew w o rd ref lects a n ew rea l i ty a nd a 

new u s a ge ref lects a c h a n ge i n t h at real i ty. T he new w o rd i s "e th-

n ic i ty ," a nd t he new u s a ge i s t he s t e a dy e x p a n s i on of t he t e rm " e t h-

n ic g r o u p" f r om m i n o r i ty a nd m a r g i n al s u b g r o u ps at t he e d g es of 

 e x p e c t ed to ass imi la te, to d i s a p p e a r, to c o n t i n ue as 

surv iva ls, exo t ic or  m a j or e l e m e n ts of a soc iety. 

Sugges t i ve as u s a ge a nd l a n g u a ge may be, h o w e v e r, t hey a re not an 

a r g u m e n t. Let us c o n s i d er s o me of t he ques t i ons t h at a re inev i tab ly 

ra i sed w h en o ne t r ies to m a ke t he a r g u m e nt t hat t h e re i s s o m e-

t h i ng n ew a foot i n t he wo r l d, a nd t h at we may label i t "e thn i c i t y ." 

 What, after all, is new about conflicts between  groups and be-

 "majority" and "minority" ethnic  based on demands for

tige, respect, civil  political power, access to economic

Haven't there  been such  F i rst of all, we w o u ld sugges t, 

t h e re s e em of late to be far m o re  such conf l ic ts, a nd they a re 

m o re i n t e n s e. W a l k er C o n n or has u n d e r t a k en t he i n v a l u a b le task 

of r e c o r d i ng t he r ise a nd e x t e nt  what he calls

 wh i ch he da tes to t he F r e n ch r e v o l u t i o n. He r e p o r ts 

 Na than Glazer and Daniel P.  Pot (Cambr idge, 

Mass., H a r v a rd  Press and  Press. 1963,
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t h at n e a r ly ha lf of t he i n d e p e n d e nt c o u n t r i es of t he wor ld have 

b e en t r o u b l ed i n r e c e nt years by s o me d e g r ee of "e thn ica l ly in-

s p i r ed d i s s o n a n c e ."  We do not have b e n c h m a r ks for ea r l i er 

p e r i o d s, b ut i f we c o m p a re s o me specif ic k n o wn cases, t h e re has 

c lear ly also b e en a r ise in intensity in g iven e t h n ic confl icts in t he last 

d e c a de or so. A s s o me e x a m p l e s, c o n s i d er t he confl icts b e t w e en 

A n g l o p h o ne a nd F r a n c o p h o ne i n C a n a d a, Ca tho l ic a nd P r o t e s t a nt 

i n N o r t h e rn I r e l a n d, Wa l l oon a nd F l e m i ng i n B e l g i u m, Benga li 

a nd n o n - B e n g a li i n Pak is tan, C h i n e se a nd Malay i n Malaysia, 

G r e ek a nd T u rk i n C y p r u s, J e ws a nd o t h er m ino r i t i es on t he o ne 

h a nd a nd G r e at Russ ians on the o t h er i n t he Soviet U n i o n, a nd

a nd  a nd  i n N ige r ia. A n d, we may a d d, b e t w e en 

b lack a nd wh i te i n t he U n i t ed States. I f we h ad m e a s u r e m e n ts of 

i n tens i ty we w o u ld n ot  f in d t hat every e t hn ic conf l ict has 

b e c o me u n i f o r m ly m o re  of t h em s e em happ i ly to 

h a ve p e a k ed ( some t imes i n war a nd v io lent conf l ict), a nd m e a s u r es 

of h a r m o n i z a t i on a nd a c c o m m o d a t i on s e em to h a ve h ad s o me ef-

fect s ince t hese p e a ks w e re r e a c h ed (in N ige r i a, t he U n i t ed States). 

I n o t h er  has r e a c h ed t he po int of s e p a r a-

t ion, a nd has s u b s e q u e n t ly dec l i ned i n in tens i ty to be s u c c e e d ed 

p e r h a ps by a r ise i n e thn ic d i sco rd i n t he two successor states of 

Pak i s tan. B ut we t h i nk i t can h a r d ly be d i s p u t ed that t h e re has 

b e en a g r e a t er d e g r ee of e thn ic confl ict i n t he last ten or twen ty 

yea rs t h an  i n f o r m ed obse rve rs e x p e c t e d. I f t he o r i g ins or 

causes of e t h n ic confl icts a re not new, i t i s ce r ta in ly t r ue t hat t he ir 

e x t e n t, scale a nd in tens i ty a re. 

2. But old lines of division can be found between most of the groups now 

in  divisions of culture, religion, language, political affiliation. Is 

there  about  that permits us with any  to 

give them all a single label,  We t h i nk t h e re is. P e r h a ps t he 

best way of s u g g e s t i ng what i s c o m m on i s to r e f er to t he expectations 

of m o st social sc ient is ts s o me t ime a go a nd even today as to t he 

c o u r se of m o d e rn social d e v e l o p m e n t. I n o ne of t he c h a p t e rs t hat 

fol low , Mi l to n G o r d on re fers to a " l iberal  e x p e c-

ta t ion t h at t he k i n ds of fea tu res that d i v ide o ne g r o up f r om

2. Walker C o n n o r,  Politics of  Journal of International 
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o t h er w o u ld inev i tab ly lose t he ir we ight a nd s h a r p n e ss i n m o d e rn 

a nd m o d e r n i z i ng societ ies, t hat t h e re w o u ld be i n c r e a s i ng e m p h a s is 

on a c h i e v e m e nt r a t h er t h an asc r ip t i on, t h at c o m m on sys tems of ed-

u c a t i on a nd c o m m u n i c a t i on w o u ld level d i f f e r e n c e s, t h at na t i ona l ly 

u n i f o rm e c o n o m ic a nd pol i t ical sys tems w o u ld h a ve t he s a me ef-

fect. U n d er t hese c i r c u m s t a n c es the " p r i m o r d i a l" (or i n a ny case 

a n t e c e d e n t) d i f f e rences b e t w e en g r o u ps w o u ld be e x p e c t ed to be-

c o me of lesser s ign i f icance. T he " l iberal e x p e c t a n c y" f l o w s i n to t he 

" rad ical  class c i r c u m s t a n c es w o u ld b e c o me t he 

m a in l ine of d iv is ion b e t w e en p e o p l e, e r a s i ng t he e a r l i er l ines of 

t r ibe, l a n g u a g e, re l ig ion, na t i onal o r i g i n, a nd t h at t h e r e a f t er t h e se 

class d iv is ions w o u ld t hemse l ves, a f ter r evo lu t i on, d i s a p p e a r. T h us 

Karl M a rx a nd his fo l lowers r e a c t ed wi t h i m p a t i e n ce to t he he r i-

t age of t he past, as t hey saw it , i n t he f o rm of e t h n ic a t t a c h m e n t s. 

 s h o u ld g u i de ra t i onal  d r i ve  social ac t ion; 

a nd i n te rest was d e t e r m i n ed by e c o n o m ic pos i t i on. 

O ne e l e m e nt t h us t hat i s n ew i n t he p r e s e nt s i t ua t i on i s t h at inter-

est is p u r s u ed effect ively by ethnic groups t o d ay as well as by interest-

 g r o u p s: i n d e e d, p e r h a ps i t c an be p u r s u ed e v en m o re ef-

fectively. A s aga inst c lass-based f o r ms of social i den t i f i ca t i on a nd 

 of c o u r se c o n t i n ue to  h a ve b e en sur-

p r i sed by t he pe rs i s tence a nd sa l ience of e t h n i c - b a s ed f o r ms of 

social iden t i f i ca t ion a nd confl ict. 

O ne of t he s t r i k i ng charac te r i s t i cs of t he p r e s e nt s i t ua t i on i s in-

d e ed the e x t e nt to wh ich we f i n d t he e t h n ic g r o up d e f i n ed i n t e r ms 

of in te res t, as an in te rest g r o u p. T h u s, w h e r e as i n t he past a re-

l ig ious conf l ict, such as that wh i ch i s t e a r i ng N o r t h e rn I r e l a nd 

apa r t, was based  such issues as t he f ree a nd pub l ic p rac t i ce of a 

re l ig ion, t o d ay i t i s based on t he issue of wh ich g r o up shall ga in 

benef i ts or h o ld p o w er of a who l ly secu lar sor t. L a n g u a ge con-

 i n  h a ve l i t t l e to do wi t h t he r i g ht to t he 

pub l ic use of t he l a n g u a g e, as d id so m a ny s t rugg les of t he n i n e-

t e e n th c e n t u ry w h e n, for e x a m p l e, t h e re w e re e f for ts to Russi fy t he 

Russ ian e m p i re a nd Magya r i ze t he H u n g a r i an k i n g d o m. T o d ay 

they h a ve m o re to do wi th wh ich l a n g u a ge user shall h a ve t he best 

o p p o r t u n i ty to get w h i ch j o b. O ne s h o u ld n ot m a ke t he d i s t i nc t i on 

too s h a r p: ce r ta in ly t he p res t i ge of o n e 's re l ig ion a nd l a n g u a ge i s 
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i nvo lved i n  w h e re o ne a d v o c a t es t he r i ght of pub l ic use of 

re l i g ion a nd l a n g u a ge a nd w h e re o ne advoca tes t he r i g ht to eco-

n o m ic or pol i t ical a d v a n t a g es of t he i nd i v i dual a d h e r e n ts of a re-

l ig io n or use rs of a l a n g u a g e. B ut n e v e r t h e l e ss i t i s c lear t he we ight 

of t hese k i nds of confl icts has sh i f ted: f r om an e m p h a s is on cu l-

t u r e, l a n g u a g e, re l ig ion, as such, i t shi f ts to an e m p h a s is on t he in-

terests b r o a d ly d e f i n ed of t he m e m b e rs of t he g r o u p. 

I t i s n ot easy to know how to i n t e r p r et th is. T a l c o tt P a r s o n s, i n a 

c h a p t er wh i ch fol lows, u s i ng a t e rm of Dav id S c h n e i d e r, r e fe rs to 

t he  of e t hn ic g r o u p s: t he cu l t u ral  of each 

e t h n ic g r o u p, i n t he U n i t ed States, s e e ms to h a ve b e c o me ve ry s imi-

lar to t hat of o t h e r s, b ut t he e m o t i o n al s ign i f icance of a t t a c h m e nt 

t o t he e thn ic g r o up seems to  I n th is r espect t he " l iberal ex-

p e c t a n c y" was r i gh t: t he cu l tu ral d i f f e rences b e t w e en g r o u ps h a ve 

b e en w o rn d o wn by the ins t i tu t ions a nd c i r c u m s t a n c es of m o d e rn 

society. B ut s ince each g r o up h ad a d i f f e r e nt h is to ry, t h e se g r o u ps 

w e re d i f fe ren t ia l ly d i s t r i bu ted i n t he va r i ous social pos i t i ons of soci-

ety. As a resu l t, t he e thn ic g r o up could b e c o me a focus of mob i l i za-

t ion for t he p u r s u it of g r o up or i n d i v i d u al i n te res ts. P e r h a ps t h e n, 

i n a n s w er to o ur second ques t i on, we m i g ht h a z a rd t he h y p o t h e s is 

t h at e t h n ic confl icts have b e c o me o ne f o rm i n wh ich i n t e r e st con-

flict s b e t w e en a nd w i th i n states a re

W e w o u ld suggest t h e re a re two, r e l a t ed e x p l a n a t i o ns t h at ac-

c o u nt for th is d e v e l o p m e n t. T he f i r s t i s t he evo lu t i on of t he we l fa re 

s ta te i n t he m o re a d v a n c ed e c o n o m i es of t he wo r ld a nd t he a d v e nt 

of t he social ist s ta te i n t he u n d e r d e v e l o p ed e c o n o m i e s. I n e i t h er 

c i r c u m s t a n c e, t he state becomes a c ruc ial a nd d i rect a r b i t er of eco-

n o m ic we l l -be ing, as well as of pol i t ical s ta tus a nd w h a t e v er flows 

f r o m tha t. I n such a s i tua t ion i t i s n ot  e n o u g h, or n ot 

e n o u gh for l o ng e n o u g h, to assert c la ims on b e h a lf of l a r ge b ut 

loosely a g g r e g a t ed g r o u ps such as " w o r k e r s ," " p e a s a n t s ," " w h i t e 

3. In an essay now more than twenty years old Na than Glazer, re fe r r i ng to the 
way in which ethn ic g roups in the Uni ted States were becoming "ghost" nat ions, 
had someth ing similar i n mind: "Ethnic G r o u ps in Amer ica: From Nat ional Cul-
tu re to  i n  T h e o d o re Abel, and Char les H. Page,

 in Modern Society (New York, D. Van  1954), p p. 

4. This was suggested by the authors in Glazer a nd  Beyond the Melt-
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co l lar e m p l o y e e s ." C la ims of th is o r d er a re too g e n e r al to elicit a 

ve ry sat is factory r e s p o n s e, a nd even w h en they d o, t he benef i ts a re 

necessar i ly d i f fuse a nd o f ten evanescen t, h a v i ng t he qua l i ty of an 

a c r o s s - t h e - b o a rd wage inc rease wh i ch p r o d u c es an in f la t ion wh i ch 

leaves e v e r y o ne a b o ut as he was. As a m a t t er of s t ra teg ic eff icacy, i t 

b e c o m es necessary to d i s a g g r e g a t e, to m a ke c la ims for a g r o up 

small e n o u gh to m a ke s igni f icant concess ions possib le a n d, equa l l y, 

small e n o u gh to p r o d u ce s o me ga in f r om the concess ions m a d e. A 

Br i t i sh p r i me m in i s ter w ho d o es " s o m e t h i ng for t he w o r k e r s" p r o b-

ably d o e s n 't do m u ch a nd a l m o st cer ta in ly does e v en less for his 

p a r t y. D o i ng s o m e t h i ng for t he Scots, howeve r, b e c o m es an in-

c reas ing ly a t t rac t i ve a nd real o p t i on for W e s t m i n s t e r. That m u ch i n 

t he way of r e s o u r c es can be f o u n d, a nd the Scots a re l ikely to k n ow 

a b o ut i t a nd to cons ider i t a pos i t ive ga in, at least past t he p o i nt of 

t he n e xt g e n e r al e lec t ion. O ne c an wi n votes that way, i t b e i ng a n o-

tab le qua l i ty of e thn ic i ty i n o ur t i me that i t involves i tself re la t ive ly 

easi ly wi t h d e m o c r a t ic g o v e r n m e n t al sys tems. (I t may be n o t ed t hat 

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u ry l ibera l ism was at a loss to d e c i de wh ich was t he 

m o re o f fens ive aspect of t he newly r isen u r b a n, work ing-c lass pol i t-

ical " m a c h i n e s ": t he d i s t r i bu t i on of g o v e r n m e n t al l a rgesse or t he in-

t r o d u c t i on of e t hn ic ca tegor ies as a d is t r ibu t ive p r i nc i p l e. I t c o m es 

to a m a t t er of s t ra teg ic efficacy i n asse r t i ng claims.) T h e we l fa re 

s ta te a nd t he socialist s ta te a p p e ar to be especial ly r e s p o n s i ve to 

e t h n ic c la ims. T h is i s e v e r y w h e re to be e n c o u n t e r e d: an I n d i an 

m in i s t er a s s u r i ng his p a r l i a m e nt that "Mus l ims, C h r i s t i a ns a nd 

o t h er m i n o r i t i e s" wil l rece ive t h e ir " d ue and p r o p er s h a r e" of 

ra i l r oad j o b s; a Czech g o v e r n m e nt c h o o s i ng a Slovak l e a d e r; a 

C h i n e se p r i me m in i s ter i n S i n g a p o re choos ing an I n d i an fo re ign 

m in i s te r; a nd so

5.  g r o u p s a r e a w a re that po l i t i ca l ski l l s  p r e s s i ng s u ch c l a i ms va r y 

a nd o c c a s i o n a l ly v o i ce t he i r  c o n c e r n, as r e p o r t e d i n a r e c e nt A s s o c i a t ed Press 

d i s p a t ch f r o m L o s A n g e l e s: 

 allege exploitation. T h e  leaders have accused the 
U.S. Depar tment of Labor  of exploit ing their  inexper ience in  political game"  to exc lude 

 when al locating federal funds. 
"W e Asians have always been a quiet minori ty . We've always been a quiet  We've 

always been taken for  granted, and we always get the  Miss a leader  of the 

Chinese Commun i t y  told newsmen. 
Miss was referr in g to the distr ibut io n of  in federal fund s for  career 

counsel ing projects. T h e council leaders accused the U.S. manpower area p lann in g council 
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T h e s t ra teg ic efficacy of e thn ic i ty as a basis for asse r t i ng c la ims 

aga inst g o v e r n m e nt has its c o u n t e r p a rt i n t he s e e m i ng ease 

w h e r e by g o v e r n m e nt e m p l o ys e t h n ic ca tegor ies as a basis for d is-

t r i b u t i ng its r e w a r d s. N o t h i ng was m o re d r a m a t ic t h an t he r ise of 

this p rac t i ce on t he p a rt of t he A m e r i c an g o v e r n m e nt i n t he 1960s, 

at the very instant when such practice was declared abhorrent and illegal. 

T h e Civi l R igh ts Act of 1964 was t he ve ry e m b o d i m e nt of t he l ib-

e ral e x p e c t a n c y. "Race, co lor, re l i g ion, sex, na t i onal o r i g i n " : all 

such ascr ip t i ve ca tego r ies w e re outlawed. No o ne was to be classif ied 

i n such p r im i t i v e o f fens ive t e r m s. I n pa r t i cu l a r, g o v e r n m e nt was to 

b e c o me co lor b l i nd. H o w e v e r, w i th i n h o u rs of t he e n a c t m e nt of t he 

s ta tu te, i n o r d er to e n f o r ce it, t he fede ral g o v e r n m e n t, for t he f i r st 

t ime, b e g an to r e q u i re ever m o re de ta i l ed a c c o u n t i n gs of s u b-

g r o u ps of every  t r a i nees, k i n d e r g a r t en c h i l d r e n, 

k i n d e r g a r t en t eache rs, un ivers i ty facul t ies, f r ont off ice secre-

 t e r ms of race, co lor, a nd sex. (We seem n ot yet to have 

p r o c e e d ed to re l ig ion a nd na t i onal o r i g i n. A n d yet an a p p l i c a t i on 

f o r m of t he G r a d u a te Facul ty of A r t s a nd Sc iences of H a r v a rd 

Un ivers i ty now sta tes: " I t i s to y o ur a d v a n t a ge to s ta te i f y ou a re 

a m e m b er of an e thn ic m ino r i t y ." T he q u e s t i on i s a fuzzy

i t a d v a n t a g e o us rega rd l ess of w h e t h er t he a n s w er i s yes or

b ut inv i tes an e x p a n s i on of r e f e r e n c e. H e n c e, a re Ca tho l i cs an 

e t h n ic m i n o r i ty for H a r v a rd p u r p o s e s? P o r t u g u e s e? T h e re is, for 

e x a m p l e, a  c o m m u n i ty i n C a m b r i d ge a nd i n Mas-

sachuse t ts q u i te u n d i s c o v e r ed by e q u al o p p o r t u n i ty off ices.) T he 

e x p e c t a n cy t hat such th ings w o u ld not be  t he i m m e d i-

a te p o s t w ar years g o v e r n m e n ts w e re  e l im ina t i ng all r e f e r e n c es 

to race a nd re l ig ion f r om official f o r m s, even f o r b i d d i ng un ive rs i-

t ies to r e q u e st p h o t o g r a p hs of app l i can ts for  in-

stant ly r e p l a c ed by t he r e q u i r e m e nt t hat they n ot on ly be k n o wn 

b ut t he facts as to d i s t r i bu t i on be jus t i f i ed. Skewed d i s t r i b u t i o ns 

of do ing " a  wrong"  in giving the fund s away entirely to Black and Chicano 
groups, whose project proposals were more professional ly drafted . 

Not all Asians in the Uni ted States are well off, but Amer icans of Ch inese and J a p-
anese descent  come out at the t op of census based rank ings of Amer i-
can racial g roups in te rms of social and economic status. No mat ter: such a claim 
has a pr ima facie legitimacy. 
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w o u ld n ot d o: q u o t as a p p e a r ed i n A m e r i c an society. T h e in-

s t r u m e nt of n a t i o n al social pol icy d e s i g n ed os tens ib ly to p r e v e nt 

d i s c r i m i n a t i on inev i tab ly w e nt b e y o nd that to pos i t ive e f fo r ts on 

b e h a lf of t hose p r e s u m p t i v e ly d i s c r i m i n a t ed aga ins t, a list wh ich i n 

s h o rt o r d er c o m m e n c ed to l e n g t h e n. 

S ta tu tes b e g an to ref lect th is n ew s t ra tegy. A small e x a m p l e: t he 

D r ug A b u se E d u c a t i on Act of 1970 p r o v i d es " f o r t he use of a d e-

q u a te p e r s o n n el f r om s imi lar social, cu l t u ra l, a g e, e t h n ic a nd racial 

b a c k g r o u n ds as t h o se of t he i nd i v idua ls s e r v ed u n d er a ny s u ch 

 I n o t h er w o r d s, t he f ede ral g o v e r n m e nt was n ot on ly to 

k n ow t he p e c u l i ar e t h n ic p a t t e r ns of va r i ous k i nds of d r ug a b u se 

b ut was to m a t ch t he t h e r a p i s ts w i t h t he pa t i en t s: Aze rba i j ani 

j u n k y, Aze rba i j ani counse l l o r. I n a va r ia t i on of fo l k m e d i c i n e, i t 

was j u d g ed t h at w h e r e v er a m a l a dy was f o u n d, t h e r e, t o o, w o u ld a 

r e m e dy res ide. W h i ch m ay or m ay n ot be n o n s e n s e: w h at i s n ot to 

be d e n i ed i s t h at t he s ta tu te a p p r o p r i a t ed m a ny mi l l ion s of do l l a rs 

for social serv ices wh ich w e re g o i ng to e nd up i n t he pocke ts of 

t hose w ho d i s p e n se t h e m, a nd t h e se c o u ld be c o n c e n t r a t ed on spe-

cifi c e thn ic g r o u p s. I f g o v e r n m e nt was d o i ng a g r o up a serv ice by 

p r o v i d i ng spec ial t h e r a p e u t ic serv ices, i t cou ld c o m p o u nd t he favor 

by c o n c e n t r a t i ng t he p a t r o n a ge i nvo l ved w i th i n t he s a me g r o up or 

g r o u p s. 

W e have s u g g e s t ed t h e re a re t wo re l a t ed r e a s o ns t h at c o u ld ac-

c o u nt for t he d e g r ee t hat e t h n ic conf l ic ts a p p e ar to h a ve b e c o me 

the f o rm i n wh ich i n te rest conf l ic ts b e t w e en a nd w i th i n s ta tes a re 

p u r s u e d. T he f i r s t h ad to do w i t h t he s t ra teg ic eff icacy of e thn ic i ty 

i n m a k i ng l eg i t ima te c la ims on t he r e s o u r c es of t he m o d e rn s ta te. 

(Th i s i s la rge ly an i n t e r n al m a t t e r, as i s e t hn ic conf l ict itself, b ut as 

s o m e t h i ng l ik e i n t e r n a t i o n al social pol icy takes s h a pe i n se t t ings 

such as t hat of t he U n i t ed N a t i o n s, e t h n ic c la ims a re a lso m a de i n 

such fora a nd w i t h effect.) T h e s e c o nd of o ur two s u g g e s t i o ns has 

to do wi th t he social d y n a m i cs t h at lead to such c la ims a nd con-

ce rns t he fact a nd t he n a t u re of i nequa l i t y. M en a re n ot e q u a l; ne i-

t h er a re e t h n ic g r o u p s. T h at t h ey s h o u ld be, or s h o u ld n ot b e, is, of 

c o u r s e, a who l ly d i f f e r e nt q u e s t i o n. I f o ne i s to d e s c r i be t he way 

the wor ld is, o ne desc r ibes m en e v e r y w h e re r a n k ed i n sys tems of 

social s t ra t i f i ca t ion w h e re o ne p e r s on i s b e t t er or w o r se o ff t h an 
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a n o t h e r. T h i s i s t he e m p i r i c al fact. A s wi t h i n d i v i d u a l s, so w i t h 

g r o u ps of i nd i v idua l s, w i t h social g r o u ps d e f i n ed by e t h n ic iden t i t y. 

A s to t he o r i g i ns of this i nequa l i t y, we fol low  D a h r e n d o rf i n 

h o l d i ng t h at i t ar ises f r om d i f fe ren t ial success i n a c h i e v i ng social 

 D a h r e n d o rf a c c o u n ts for i nd i v i dual i nequa l i ty i n t hese 

t e r m s: we a d a pt his thesis to g r o up inequa l i t y. H i s thes is i s t h at 

eve ry society es tab l ishes  es tab l i shed

se lec ted f r om a u n i v e r se of s u ch va lues. T h e re s e e ms no e nd to 

h u m an i n g e n u i ty i n t h i n k i ng of charac te r i s t i cs t h at c an be d e-

sc r ibed as des i rab le or u n d e s i r a b l e. I t c an be t h o u g ht a g o od t h i ng 

to be wea l thy, a l te rna t i ve ly to be p o o r; to be d a rk or to be l ight; 

g e n e r o us or m e a n; re l ig ious or a the is t ic; f un - l ov ing or d o u r; p r o-

m i s c u o us or chas te. H o w e v e r, o n ce a se lec t ion i s m a de as to w h at i s 

g o od a nd w h at i s b a d,  we n ow a d d, e t hn ic 

 d i f f e r e nt levels of success i n a t t a i n i ng t he d e s i r ed 

c o n d i t i o n. W oe to t he  i n a society wh ich sets g r e at s to re 

on p l u m p n e ss i n t he fema le. Or p i ty t he fat g i rl i n t he a ge of D i or 

a nd of b l ue j e a n s. W oe to b lacks i n R h o d e s ia wh i ch sets g r e at s to re 

on b e i ng wh i te. Pity t he wh i te i n U g a n d a. Pity ( p e r h a p s) t he N e p a-

 i n B h u t an w ho labors on c o n s t r u c t i on g a n gs b e f o re t he eyes of 

a l a n d - o w n i ng p e a s a n t ry wh i ch desp i ses such serv i l i ty. W oe to t he 

Malay fac ing t he o n s l a u g ht of C h i n e se  A B u r m e se 

s h o w i ng o ne of t he p r e s e nt e d i t o rs a r o u nd  c o m m e n t ed 

t h at be fo re  a nd C h i n e se h ad o w n ed all t he 

l and. " D o y ou see ," he c o n t i n u e d, " w hy we h ad to h a ve soc ia l i sm?" 

By wh ich he m e a nt s imp ly e x p e l l i ng t hese se t t le rs w ho h ad fol -

lowed t he Br i t i sh. 

I n  a c c o u nt t he i n d i v i d u al e n c o u n t e rs t he n o r ms of 

his society and t he " sanc t i ons d e s i g n ed to e n f o r ce t h e se p r i n c i p l e s" 

(p. 32). S o me do b e t t er t h an o t h e rs a nd r e ap t he r e w a r d s; s o me 

su f fer t he p u n i s h m e n t s. T h i s i s a d y n a m ic p rocess w h i ch f o r ms 

g r o u ps (classes), t hose w ho do b e t t er a nd t h o se w ho do wo rse. 

Equa l ly, i t c an be a p rocess wh ich b e g i ns w i t h g r o u p s, a nd h e l ps 

f o r m t h em f u r t h e r. D a h r e n d o rf c lear ly an t i c ipa tes th is: " T h e selec-

t ion of n o r ms a lways involves d i s c r i m i n a t i o n, n ot on ly aga inst pe r-

6. Ralf Dahrendor f, "On the Or ig in of Inequal i ty a m o ng Men," i n A n d re 
 Social Inequality (Bal t imore, Pengu in Books, 1969).



sons h o l d i ng sociological ly r a n d om m o r al conv ic t ions, b ut a lso 

aga inst social pos i t ions t hat m ay d e b ar the ir i n c u m b e n ts f r om con-

fo rm i t y w i t h es tab l i shed va lues" (p. 33). 

W h at k i nd of social pos i t ions? T h o se of social c lass, p e r h a p s, 

c o me qu ickest to a E u r o p e an m i n d. ( Or d id .) El iza Doo l i t t l e i s of a 

social class i n wh ich o ne d o es n ot l ea rn t he d ic t ion of po l i te Eng l i sh 

society: on ly w h en she has b e en t a u g ht i t d o es t he possib i l i ty of 

o w n i ng h er o wn florist s h op o p en for h e r. B ut an

p e r s o ns i n m a ny o t h er p a r ts of t he  as l ikely to assoc ia te 

p o or d i c t i on wi th e thn ic i t y: f i r s t a nd second g e n e r a t i on di f f icul t ies 

wi t h Eng l i sh, a nd p a t t e r ns of g r a m m ar a nd p r o n u n c i a t i on t h at 

pers ist l o ng af ter. " W h e re d 'ya  J o h n? On t he D e l a w a re 

 S imi lar ly, a E u r o p e an m i g ht associate wea l th w i t h so-

cial c lass. A n  aga in, p e r s o ns i n m a ny o t h er p a r ts 

of t he  as l ikely to assoc ia te wea l th wi th e thn ic i t y. To a 

ch i ld of t he s l ums of N ew Yo rk Ci ty a g e n e r a t i on a go i t was " J e w s" 

w ho w e re " r i ch ," a p o i nt of view t h at  pers is ts i n t he

of t he p r e s e n t. I n  es S a l a a m, i n S i n g a p o r e, i n  P a u lo t he 

s a m e, b ut d i f f e ren t, p e r c e p t i o ns a re e x t r a o r d i n a r i ly p o w e r f ul social 

facts. A n d why i s th is? We suggest i t i s b e c a u se so m u ch of t he m i x-

t u re of e t h n ic g r o u ps i n t he m o d e rn wo r ld i s t he resu lt of m o re or 

less s h a r p ly de f i ned a nd not i n f r e q u e n t ly o r g a n i z ed m o v e m e n ts of 

p e o p le f r om o ne p a rt of t he wo r ld to a n o t h er to m e et n e w, a n d, 

aga in, o f ten o r g a n i z ed d e m a n ds for labor. T he p l a n t a t i on e c o n o-

mies of t he e i g h t e e n th a nd n i n e t e e n th c e n t u r i es m o v ed A f r i c a ns 

a nd As ians to the fa r thest r e a c h es of t he g lobe. O t h er e c o n o m ic 

forces led to mass E u r o p e an m i g r a t i on to t he W e s t e rn H e m i-

s p h e re a nd Asia a nd Afr ica. M i g r a t i on was n o t h i ng new, b ut s p e ed 

was n e w. N o r th Afr ic a p r e s u m a b ly a b s o r b ed the V a n d a ls b ut p r e-

sumab ly b e c a u se they c a me o v er g e n e r a t i o n s. T he n i n e t e e n t h - c e n-

tu ry F r e n ch c a me s u d d e n ly a nd w e re n e v er a b s o r b e d. I n t he e nd 

they w e re e x p e l l ed a f ter a b l oody e t h n ic civi l war. So equa l ly i n 

d o z e ns a nd d o z e ns of s i tua t ions: p e o p l es t h r o wn t o g e t h er q u i te 

s u d d e n ly a nd t h e r e a f t er t r y ing to d e al o ne wi th t he o t h e r. 

H e re t he m a t t er of n o r ms c o m es in to p lay. T h e re a re n o r ms 

w i th i n a social g r o u p: s o me i nd i v i dua ls a re be t t er t h an o t h e rs a re at 

ach iev i ng t h e m, s o me a re w o r s e. B ut as b e t w e en  e t h n ic 
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g r o u p s, wh ich have m a de q u i te d i f f e rent se lect ions f r om t he un i-

ve rse of possibi l i t ies, t he n o r ms of o ne a re l ikely to be q u i te dif-

f e r e nt f r om those of a n o t h e r, such t hat i nd i v idua ls w ho a re suc-

cessful by t he s t a n d a r ds of t he ir own g r o u ps wil l be fa i lu res by 

those of t he o t h e r. I n a s i tua t ion of m i x ed e thn ic g r o u ps w h e re o ne 

g r o up i s d o m i n a n t, wh ich i s to say t hat its n o r ms a re s e en as n o r-

mal n ot j u st for it , but for o t h e rs a lso, t h e re fol lows an a l m o st a u t o-

mat ic c o n s i g n m e nt of o t h er g r o u ps to i n fe r i or s ta tus. B ut s o me 

g r o u ps may d iscover t hat t hey a re qu i te g o od at a c h i e v i ng t he 

n o r ms of t he d o m i n a nt g r o u p: even be t t er t h an t he g r o up that laid 

d o wn those " laws." T h is i s to be e n c o u n t e r ed a lmost e v e r y w h e r e: i n 

s o me ins tances cheer fu l ly accep ted, i n o t h e rs b i t te r ly r e s e n t e d. Af -

r i cans a re t r a d e r s, so a re I n d i a n s. I n Kenya t he I n d i a ns w e re evi-

den t ly b e t t er t h an t he A f r i cans, a nd so t he I n d i a ns a re b e i ng ex-

pe l led. J e ws have k n o wn t he e x p e r i e n c e, J a p a n e s e, C h i n e s e: wh ich 

g r o up has no t? T h e re a re, of c o u r s e, s i tua t ions i n wh i ch no o ne 

g r o up i s d o m i n a n t, such t hat d i f f e r i ng n o r ms c o m p e te w i t h o ne 

a n o t h e r, b ut this makes i f a n y t h i ng for less social p e a c e, as no o ne 

i s ever qu i te ce r ta in w h at cons t i tu tes success or fa i l u re. 

We o f fer these asser t ions i n quest of a t h e o ry of e thn i c i t y. T h ey 

a re subject to emp i r i cal test, a nd we bel ieve t he c h a p t e rs t h at fol low 

o f fer sugges t i ve ev idence f rom m a ny a nd va r i ed se t t i ngs. I n t he 

U n i t ed States, at all even ts, a r g u m e n ts t h at fol low f r om this 

 a re increas ing ly p ut f o r w a rd by p e r s o ns d e a l i ng w i t h d ay 

to d ay e thn ic issues. T h u s, c o n s i d er this passage i n a l e t t er f r om a 

U .S. A r m y co lone l, d i r e c t or of A r m y Equal O p p o r t u n i ty P r o g r a m s, 

wh ich a p p e a r ed i n t he Washington Post of M a r ch 2 1, 1974, a nd 

was la ter d i s t r i bu ted by t he U .S. Civi l Serv ice C o m m i s s i o n: 

As a black I do not believe it is fair or meaningful to call [actions to 
correct racial imbalances] "reverse discrimination." Let's examine what is 
meant by racial discrimination and then apply the word " reverse" to the 
term after the examinat ion. Please accept as an operat ional definit ion that 
racial discrimination is the relationship between two groups of people, 
wherein one group has defined the  by which the other group must  Such 

has always been the relationship between the white majority and the mi-
norities in this country. Moreover, the meaningful and political, economic 
and social power to maintain that relat ionship in America has been con-
sistently vested in the white majority. (Our italics.)
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H e r e in lies t he d y n a m ic e l e m e nt i n t he sys tem.  wr i tes 

t h at i nequa l i ty "se rves to k e ep social s t r u c t u r es a l ive." T h i s i s be-

c a u se  a lways imp l ies t he ga in of o ne g r o up at t he ex-

p e n se of o t h e r s; t h us every sys tem of social s t ra t i f ica t ion g e n e r a t es 

p r o t e st aga inst its p r i nc ip les a nd bea rs t he seeds of its o wn s u p p r e s-

s ion ." I t i s not p e r h a ps necessary to assert that every sys tem of social 

s t ra t i f ica t ion g e n e r a t es p r o t e st aga inst its p r i nc ip l es. S o me m ay no t. 

B ut m o st t hat we r un in to i n t he twen t i e th c e n t u ry s e em to do so. 

T h i s i s to say t hat a different set of n o r ms is set f o r th as des i r ab l e. 

S t r u g g le e n s u e s. C h a n g es occu r, not i n f r e q u e n t ly c h a n g es that 

favor t hose p rev ious ly unsuccess fu l. T h i n gs they a re g o od at c o me 

to be labe led g o o d. T h at at least i s t he typ ical ob ject of s u ch s t r u g-

g les. 

H e re aga in we c o me to t he s t ra teg ic eff icacy of e thn i c i ty as an 

o r g a n i z i ng p r i nc i p l e. D i f f e rent g r o u ps do have d i f f e r e nt n o r m s. I n 

t he m o st n a t u r al way t he unsuccess ful g r o up has t he best c h a n ce of 

c h a n g i ng t he sys tem if i t b e h a v es as a group. I t is as  t h at its 

s t r ugg les b e c o m es not me re ly nega t i ve, b ut pos i t ive a lso, n ot 

m e r e ly aga inst t he n o r ms of s o me o t h er g r o u p, b ut i n f avor of t he 

a l r e a dy es tab l i shed n o r ms of its o w n. O ne of t he di f f icul t ies of 

social class as an o r g a n i z i ng p r i nc i p le sure ly i s t h at t h e re j u st i s n ot 

t hat m u ch conf l ict of norm b e t w e en most social c lasses. I n t he West 

in te l lec tua ls a nd o t h e rs at t he t op of t he social s t ra t i f i ca t ion wil l 

fan tas ize a b o ut t he d i f f e rences b e t w e en t he va lues of t h o se at t he 

b o t t om a nd those i n t he  to t he a d v a n t a ge of t he 

 i t usua l ly t u r ns o ut t h at t hose at t he b o t t om p re t ty 

m u ch s h a re n o t i o ns of des i rab le a nd u n d e s i r a b le w i t h t h o se i n t he 

m i d d l e. E t h n ic d i f f e rences, h o w e v e r, are d i f f e rences, or at least a re 

seen as s u c h. Marx is ts t h o u g ht t h ey w o u ld d i s a p p e a r. W hy on 

e a r th w o u ld o ne wish to be a Po le w h en o ne c o u ld be a

Wel l , for s o me r e a s on or set of r easons, t h e re i s a d e s i re to be 

Pol ish. A n d n ot t he least of t hese, to c o n c l u de th is p o i n t, i s

b e i ng a Po le, or a S ikh, or a mestizo f r equen t ly invo lves a d is t inc t ive 

a d v a n t a ge or d i s a d v a n t a g e, a nd t h at r e m a i n i ng a Po le, or a S ikh, or 

a mestizo i s j u st as f requen t ly a h igh ly ef fect ive way e i t h er to d e f e nd 

t he a d v a n t a ge or to o v e r c o me t he d i s a d v a n t a g e. 

S o me ind i v i dua ls o pt o t h e r w i s e. T h ey "pass" o ut of t h e ir e t hn ic 
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(or social, or reg iona l) g r o up in to a n o t h e r, typical ly o ne t h at o f fe rs 

g r e a t er a d v a n t a g e s. T h is p rocess of a b s o r p t i on i s e x t r e m e ly p o w e r-

ful : p r o b a b ly i n t he U n i t ed States still qu i te t he m o st i m p o r t a nt 

social p rocess. A m e r i c a ns b e c o me m o re " A m e r i c a n" a nd less e t h n ic 

all t he t i m e. B ut i n t he c o u r se of pa r t i c i pa t i ng i n th is p rocess, t hey 

m ay  m o re "e thn i c ." T h is was m o st 

d rama t i ca l ly t he e x p e r i e n ce of N e g ro A m e r i c a ns d u r i ng t he 

 e v en c h a n g ed t he ir n a me to "b lacks" to es tab l ish t hat 

n ew asser t i on of  o t h er g r o u ps fo l lowed t h e m, 

or a c c o m p a n i ed t h em on para l lel t racks. A s wi t h s t u d e nt act iv ism, 

th is was a p h e n o m e n on who le p a r ts of t he wo r ld w e re e x p e r i e n c-

i n g s i m u l t a n e o u s l y, a nd a ny e x p l a n a t i on t hat d e p e n ds solely on 

local e l e m e n ts i s n ot l ikely to r e m a in sat is factory for l o n g. S o m e-

t h i ng l a r g er was g o i ng o n. S o m e t h i ng so la rge t h at Ralf D a h r e n-

d o rf has recen t ly r e f e r r ed to t he  of society, t he 

r e t u rn of asc r ibed as aga inst ach ieved charac te r i s t i cs as d e t e r-

m i n a n ts of social s t ra t i f icat ion. I t m ay be e thn ic i ty i s m e r e ly p a rt of 

th is l a r g er d e v e l o p m e n t. I t i s a d e v e l o p m e nt w o r th c o n s i d e r i n g, 

j u st as i t i s w o r th n o t i ng that D a h r e n d o rf took b ut litt l e p l e a s u re i n 

ca l l ing a t t e n t i on to it . 

I n a m o st ten ta t i ve way o ne f u r t h er sugges t i on may be a d v a n c ed 

c o n c e r n i ng t he m o d e r n i ty of e thn ic i ty. D a h r e n d o rf no tes that for 

a lmost two  Locke to  d o m i-

n a t ed  pol i t ical t h o u g h t: as a s o u r ce of e v e r y t h i ng g o od 

or evil, as a p r i nc ip le to be r e t a i n ed or abo l i shed ." Yet, he con-

t i nues, i n societ ies such as those i n t he Soviet U n i o n, Yugos lav ia, 

I s rae l, w h e re p r i va te p r o p e r ty has b e en r e d u c ed to "v i r tual ins ig-

n i f icance," social  e v en f lour ishes. 

F u r t h e r, we w o u ld a d d, t he new st rat i f icat ion i s to a c o n s i d e r a b le 

e x t e nt c o r r e l a t ed wi t h e thn ic i ty. I t p r o b a b ly a lways was, but t he 

p r e o c c u p a t i on w i t h p r o p e r ty re la t ions o b s c u r ed e thn ic o n e s, wh i ch, 

typical ly, w e re seen e i t h er as de r i va t i ve of t he f o r m e r, or surv iva ls 

f r om a  age. Now, as Yugos lav C o m m u n i s ts s t r u g-

g le  so i t wou ld  ach ieve s o me equ i ty of d e-

v e l o p m e nt a nd l iv in g s t a n d a rd as b e t w e en B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a, 

C roa t i a, M a c e d o n i a, M o n t e n e g r o, Serb ia, a nd Slovenia, as Is rae li 

Social ists look w i t h a l a rm at t he pe rs i s t i ng d i f f e rences i n t he "social 
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class s ta tus" of " E u r o p e a n" J e ws as aga inst " O r i e n t a l" J e ws i n t he ir 

h o m e l a n d, as G r e at Russ ians p ra t t le on a b o ut t he equa l i ty of e t h n ic 

g r o u ps i n t he Soviet U n i o n, whi l e U k r a i n i a ns i n W a s h i n g t on ral ly 

i n p ro test at t he Russian Embassy, a nd J e ws i n Moscow d e m a nd to 

be a l l owed to e m i g r a te to Is rae l, i t i s property t h at b e g i ns to s e em 

der i va t i ve, a nd e thn ic i ty t h at s e e ms to b e c o me a m o re f u n d a m e n t al 

s o u r ce of  W hy i s th is? To r e p e a t, o ur h y p o t h e s is i s 

t h at e t h n ic g r o u ps b r i ng d i f f e r e nt n o r ms to b e ar on c o m m on cir-

c u m s t a n c es wi th c o n s e q u e nt d i f f e rent levels of

 d i f f e rences i n s ta tus. T h is p h e n o m e n on i s l ikely to be as 

m u ch i n e v i d e n ce i n an a d v a n c ed capi ta l ist society w h e re p r o p e r ty 

re la t i ons a re a t t e n u a t e d, as i n a C o m m u n i st or Social ist society 

w h e re t hey a re abo l i shed. A n o te of c a u t i o n. A s q u a n t i t a t i ve s tud ies 

of t hese issues beg in to p r o v i de d a t a, they wil l ce r ta in ly s h ow that 

w h at i s c o m m on to, say, all Yugos lav ians m u st be a c c o r d ed m u ch 

g r e a t er we ight t h an w h at i s d i s p a r a t e, b ut of th is i t m ay s imp ly be 

said that t he  d o n 't s e em to k n ow t he " d a t a ." 

I n any even t, C o m m u n i st na t i ons h a ve s h o wn a c o n c e rn wi t h 

e t h n ic m a t t e rs far m o re p r o n o u n c ed t h an m o st o t h e r s, poss ib ly 

b e c a u se e t h n ic real i ty i s so at o d ds wi th Ma rx i s t - Len in i st t h e o r y. 

T h e re a re scores of official na t iona l i t ies i n t he Sov iet U n i o n, a nd 

every c i t izen, at a ge 16, m u st o pt for o ne such iden t i t y, wh i ch he 

re ta ins for l ife . S imi lar ly, t he C h i n e s e, wi t h t he ir g rea t, c e n t r al H an 

c u l t u r e, f i n d themse lves p a y i ng c o n s i d e r a b le h e ed to " m i n o r i t y na-

t ional i t ies." A recent n e ws d i s p a t ch f rom P e k i ng r e a ds s u r p r i s i n g ly 

l ik e a r e p o rt of an A m e r i c an pol i t ical p a r ty i n t he age of N ew Pol i-

tics: 

China Has More Minority Nationality Communist Party  than 

143,000 people of minority  in the au tonomous regions of 
 T ibet. I nner Mongolia.  and  and the Province 

of Yunnan have been admit ted into the Communist Party of Ch ina since 
the Ninth Party Congress in  They include Tibetans,

 Chuangs,  Koreans, Kazakhs, Yaos and Miaos. 

Most  the new  members are workers and former poor and 
 peasants or herdsmen. T h e re is a certain n u m b er of revolu-

 intellectuals. T he new members are both men and women and 
range in age from young to old. 

Many of the new party members from national minorit ies are
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cipated slaves or serfs, or chi ldren of fo rmer slaves or serfs. T h ey warmly 
love Cha i rman Mao,  Party and the New Society, and hate the old soci-
ety. 

I t m ay be n o t ed t hat t he f l ag of t he Peop le 's R e p u b l ic of C h i na fea-

t u r es o ne la rge s tar, a nd f o ur s m a l l er o n e s, r e p r e s e n t i ng t he H an 

p e o p le a nd t he f o ur p r i nc ipal m i n o r i ty peop les. 

B ut to r e t u rn to o ur q u e s t i o n: re l i g ion, l a n g u a g e, a nd c o n c r e te 

cu l t u ral d i f f e rences d id, i n o ur j u d g m e n t, dec l i ne, at least i n t he 

Wes t, as specif ic foci of a t t a c h m e nt a nd c o n c e r n. B ut t he g r o u ps 

d e f i n ed by t hese cu l t u ral charac te r i s t i cs w e re d i f f e ren t ia l ly d i s t r i b-

u t ed t h r o u gh t he social s t r u c t u r e. T h e o ld bases of d i s t i nc t i on, 

even as t h e ir cu l t u ral charac te r i s t i cs w e re mod i f i ed by m o d e rn so-

cial t r e n d s, b e c a m e, o ne m ay say, i nc reas ing ly m e r e ly

n e v e r t h e l e ss t hey cou ld serve as a basis for mob i l i za t i on. T h us 

t h e re i s s o me leg i t imacy to f i nd ing t h at f o r ms of iden t i f i ca t ion 

based on social real i t ies as d i f f e r e nt as re l ig ion, l a n g u a g e, a nd na-

t ional o r i g in all have s o m e t h i ng i n c o m m o n, such t h at a n ew t e rm 

i s c o i n ed to r e fer to all of  W h at t h ey h a ve i n 

c o m m on i s t hat they have all b e c o me ef fect ive foci for g r o up m o b i-

l izat ion for c o n c r e te pol i t ical e n ds c h a l l e n g i ng t he p r i m a cy for s u ch 

mob i l i za t ion of class on t he o ne h a nd a nd nation on t he o t h e r. Class 

was e x p e c t ed i n t he m o d e rn w o r ld to b e c o me t he focus for t he 

mob i l i za t ion of g r o up  re l a t ed d i rec t ly to t he ra t i onal 

c h a r a c t er  society a nd t he way i t g e n e r a t ed d i f f e r e nt i n te res ts. 

N a t i on was t he o t h er g reat po le a r o u nd wh ich g r o up in te res ts 

cou ld be mob i l i zed. We do n ot i n a ny way suggest t h at t h e se a re 

n ot t he cen t ral ca tego r ies for u n d e r s t a n d i ng m o d e rn soc iet ies; b ut 

i t i s a lso t r ue t hat we m u st a dd e thn ic i ty as a n ew m a j or focus for 

t he mob i l i za t ion of i n te res ts, t r o u b l e s o me b o th to t h o se w ho wish to 

e m p h a s i ze t he p r i m a cy of class, a nd t h o se w ho wish to e m p h a s i ze 

t he p r imacy of n a t i o n. 

3. But is not  more than simply a means of seeking advantage? 

7. For a part icular ly subtle account and analysis of  this h a p p e n s, see Mi -
chael  " T he Persistence of Regional ism in the British Isles, 1885-1966," 
American Journal of Sociology, 79.2 (Sep tember 1973), 319 -342; a nd Hech te r, 
" T h e Political Economy of Ethnic Change ," American Journal of Sociology, 79.5 
(March 1974), 1151-1178. 
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We m u st mod i fy t he ba ld asse r t i on t hat e thn ic i ty b e c o m es a means 

of a d v a n c i ng  i t  ins is t ing t h at i t i s n ot only 

a  of a d v a n c i ng in te res ts. O ne r e a s on e thn ic i ty b e c o m es an 

ef fect ive m e a ns i n t he m o d e rn wo r ld of a d v a n c i ng in te res ts i s t h at 

i t invo lves more t h an in te res ts. As Dan iel Bell wr i tes i n his c h a p t e r, 

"E thn i c i ty has b e c o me m o re sa l ient [ t han class] because i t c an c o m-

b i ne an i n te rest wi t h an af fect ive t ie", (p. 169). Wh i l e, on t he o t h er 

h a n d, i n t he case of class, " W h at h ad o n ce b e en an ideology h ad n ow 

b e c o me a lmost largely an interest"  167, italics a d d e d ). 

W h at i s this s o m e t h i ng m o re t h an in te res t, w h at i s t he s o u r ce of 

t he af fect ive t ie? H a r o ld Isaacs, i n h is c h a p t e r, desc r ibes t he mak-

i n g of a basic g r o up iden t i t y. H i s analys is dea ls wi th t h i ngs as im-

m e d i a te as b o dy i m a g e. C lear ly tha t, as well as l a n g u a ge a nd i m m e-

d ia te ly t r a n s m i t t e d, i n t ima te, c u l t u r e, all p lay a ro le i n p e r m i t t i ng 

e thn ic i ty to c o m b i ne  wi t h in te res t. But i n a w o r ld of 

r a p id c h a n ge a nd sh i f t ing iden t i t y, we t e nd to shy away f r om any 

f i xed n o t i on of t he " p r i m o r d i a l ," of basic t ies a nd c o n n e c t i o ns t hat 

c r e a te g r o u p s, as aga inst any r a t i onal in te res t. O ne p r o b l em wi t h 

t he p r i m o r d i al i s t hat we k n ow h ow m a ny of the g r o u ps t h at h a ve 

e n g a g ed i n " p r i m o r d i a l" conf l ict a re themse lves r e c e nt h is to r ical 

c r e a t i o n s. We k n ow to w h at d e g r ee a t t a c h m e nt to o ne g r o up or 

a n o t h e r, or t he in tens i ty of a t t a c h m e nt to any g r o u p, d e p e n ds on 

acc iden tal c i r cums tances. O ne s h o u l d, even i n d e a l i ng w i t h e th-

nic i ty, resist a ny d iv is ion of h u m an be ings in to f i xed c o m p a r t-

m e n t s, m o n a d s, b e t w e en wh ich s o me basic sepa ra t i on or conf l ict i s 

i nev i tab le. T h at i s not what h i s to ry tells us. T he var ie ty of c i r c u m-

s tances t hat m e m b e rs of a g iven g r o up can m e et i n d i f f e r e nt s i tua-

t ions d o es lead to radica l ly d i f f e r e nt o u t c o m e s. (See O r l a n do Pat-

t e r son 's analys is i n th is book of t he d i f f e rent fates of C h i n e se 

iden t i ty i n J a m a i ca a nd G u y a n a .) 

T h e two po les of analysis by wh i ch we t ry to exp la in t he pers is-

t ence or rev ival or c rea t i on of e t h n ic ident i t ies seem to w a v er be-

t w e en w h at we may call  " M en a re d i v i d ed t h us 

a nd so, t he r e a s o ns for t he ir d iv is ion a re d e ep i n h is to ry a nd e x p e-

r i ence, a nd t h ey m u st i n s o me way be t a k en in to a c c o u nt by t hose 

w ho g o v e rn societ ies"; a nd w h at we m ay call " c i r cumstan t ia l i s t s ": 

" W e a re d o u b t f ul of a ny such bas ic d iv is ion a nd look to specif ic a nd 
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i m m e d i a te c i r c u m s t a n c es to exp la in why g r o u ps m a i n t a in t he ir 

i den t i t y, why e thn ic i ty b e c o m es a basis of mob i l i za t ion, why s o me 

s i tua t i ons a re peaceful a nd o t h e rs f i l l e d wi t h conf l ict ." 

W e h a ve t aken o ur s tance s o m e w h at uneas i ly b e t w e en t h e se two 

pos i t i ons. To r e p e a t, we do n ot  e thn ic i ty as a bas ic a t t r i b u te 

of m a n, wh i ch w h en s u p p r e s s ed wil l a lways r ise a g a i n: s u ch a pos i-

t ion i s for advoca tes, n ot for ana lys ts. N or do we dismiss e thn ic i ty as 

an a b e r r a t i on on the r o ad to a ra t i onal society i n wh i ch all s u ch 

h e r i t a g es of t he past wil l b e c o me i r r e l evant to social a nd pol i t ical 

ac t ion. 

A s a pol i t ical idea, as a mob i l i z ing p r i nc ip le, e thn ic i ty i n o ur t i me 

has s p r e ad r o u nd the wor ld wi t h t he c u r i o us c o n s e q u e n ce of s a m e-

ness a nd d i f f e rence that i s e n c o u n t e r ed w i t h o t h er such p h e n o m-

e n a. A c o m m on r h e t o r ic a t taches to widely d i s p a r a te c o n d i t i o n s, 

w i t h  va r i ed resu l ts. T h u s, i n t he U n i t ed Sta tes t he r is-

i n g d e m a n ds a m o ng blacks first for civi l r i gh ts, t h en equa l i ty of 

o p p o r t u n i t y, f i na l l y s o me equa l i ty of pa r t i c i pa t i on i n t he social, eco-

n o m i c, a nd pol i t ical ins t i tu t ions of t he c o u n t r y, c an be u n d e r s t o od 

i n t e r ms of t he d is t inc t ive h is to ry of t he U n i t ed Sta tes. B ut i t i s 

s t r i k i ng t h at t he o r g a n i z a t i on a nd d e m a n ds of b lacks f o u nd r e-

s p o n se a m o ng o t h er e thn ic g r o u ps i n t he U n i t ed

A m e r i c a n, A m e r i c an I n d i a n, O r i e n t a l, a nd even tua l ly wh i te e t h n ic 

g r o u p s. T he c i r cums tances of each of these g r o u ps was d i f f e r e n t. 

S o me  b e en c o n q u e r e d, s o me h ad e m i g r a t ed f r om co lon ies, 

s o me f r om f ree c o u n t r i e s, s o me h ad m et subs tan t ial p r e j u d i ce a nd 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n, o t h e rs n o t h i ng m u ch m o re t h an t he i n c o n v e n i e n ce 

of a new c o u n t r y. T he f o rm of t he mob i l i zed e t h n ic g r o up s e e m e d, 

i n s o me d e g r e e, to satisfy ind iv idua ls i n  by de f i n i ng i n d i v i d u al 

iden t i t y, by s u g g e s t i ng f o r ms of o r g a n i z a t i on a nd specif ic d e m a n d s, 

by p e r h a ps ( t h o u gh this i s still m o st u n c l e a r) s u g g e s t i ng a s o m e-

w h at d i f f e rent a c c o m m o d a t i on by t he pol i t ical o r d er to e t h n ic dif-

f e rence. We do n ot assert that s o me c o m m on n e e d, s o me c o m m on 

d is t ress, ex is ted i n eve rybody r e a dy to be e v o k e d. We do n ot 

suggest t hat e thn ic i ty i s s o m e t h i ng l ik e t he iden t i ty of p a r e n ts i n 

V ic to r ian nove ls: t hat must be d i s c o v e r ed lest s o me n a m e l e ss 

d is t ress fo l low . B ut on the o t h er h a nd n e i t h er do we s u g g e st t h at 

t he new in tens i ty of e thn ic ident i f i ca t ion a m o ng a n u m b er of 
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g r o u ps was merely a m a t t er of im i ta t i on of b lacks, or m e r e ly a m a t-

t er of p ro tec t i ve m im ic ry. S o me c o m b i n a t i on of n e ed a nd im i ta t i on 

s e e ms to be c loser to t he rea l i ty. 

T h e b lack m o v e m e nt h ad as s u r p r i s i ng a r e s o n a n ce a b r o ad as at 

h o m e. A  p o w e r" m o v e m e nt d e v e l o p ed i n t he W e st I n d i e s, a 

"civi l r i g h t s" m o v e m e nt i n N o r t h e rn I r e l a n d, "b lack p a n t h e r s" 

f o r m ed i n I s rae l, a nd s o me F r e n ch C a n a d i a ns e x p l a i n ed they w e re 

"wh i t e n i g g e r s ." O n ce aga in, w h en we c o n s i d er t he real p r o b l e ms 

a f fec t ing v a r i o us g r o u ps i n each of t hese se t t ings, i t w o u ld be id le 

to s u g g e st t h at w h at was b o r r o w ed was m o re t h an a n a m e, a t e r m. 

Yet i n social m a t t e rs t he r i g ht n a m e, t he r i ght t e r m, i s m o re t h an 

t e r m i n o l o g y. I t sugges ts a c o m p a r i s on of s i t ua t ion, i t m ay p r o p o se 

a s im i lar pol i t ical c o u r s e, i t m ay f o r e s h a d ow s im i lar s c e n a r i os of ac-

t ion. T h e F r e n ch C a n a d i a ns d id n ot n e ed t he b lacks of t he U n i t ed 

S ta tes to t each t h em that they w e re c o n q u e r ed a nd t h at A n g l o-

p h o n es d o m i n a t ed t he ir n a t i o n, n or d id t he Ca tho l i cs of N o r t h e rn 

I r e l a nd n e ed t he b lack  m ise r ies go back r a t h er far-

t h er i n h i s to ry t h an even t h o se of A m e r i c an b lacks: n or yet d id t he 

O r i e n t al J e ws of Is rael n e ed t he b lack e x a m p le to r e m i nd

s o m e t h i ng was amiss wi th t he ir pos i t i on. I n e a ch case, t h e re was a 

r e a s on for  t h e re was a lso t he i n f l uence, t h r o u gh the 

e v er m o re pe rvas i ve wo r ld mass m e d i a, of a n o t h e r 's e x a m p l e, a 

T h e e x c h a n ge i s ra re ly o ne way on ly. To the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i ng 

p e o p l es of t he wo r l d, t he s t r u g g le to p ut an e nd to Br i t i sh r u le has 

b e en a p r i me s o u r ce of e t h n ic  a d a p t ed by e x a m p le i n 

wide ly va r i ed c l imes by v i r tue, no d o u b t, of t he s h e er i nven t i veness 

invo lved, b ut a lso a c o n s e q u e n ce of t he p res t i ge of t h i n gs Br i t ish 

a n d, by e x t e n s i o n, an t i -B r i t i sh. (A p r e s t i ge now la rge ly p a s s ed to 

t h i ngs A m e r i c a n .) T he A m e r i c an civi l r i gh ts m o v e m e nt avowed ly 

a nd expl ic i t ly a d o p t ed t e c h n i q u es d e v e l o p ed i n t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u ry 

I n d i a. T h e m o re recent ( and, o ne h o p e s, m a r g i n a l) i n c i d e n ts of 

u r b an t e r r o r i sm i n t he U n i t ed S ta tes fol low, a lbe it w i t h o ut a ny evi-

d e nt a w a r e n e ss of t he fact, a m o d el of res is tance d e v e l o p ed by t he 

I r ish i n t he n i n e t e e n th c e n t u ry a nd still p r e s e nt t h e r e. ( T he civi l 

r i gh ts m o v e m e nt i n N o r t h e rn I r e l a nd lasted m o n t h s: i n no t ime 

t he  was act ive aga in, as w e re t he O r a n g e m e n, a nd t he p r i-
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 s t r u g g le r e s u m e d, u n c h a n g ed save for t he g r e a t er c o n v e n i e n ce 

of p last ic bombs .) U n d e r g r o u nd " c o m m a n d a n t s" i n San F ranc i sco 

issu ing " e x e c u t i o n" o r d e rs aga inst d e v i a nt r evo lu t i ona r i es a re on ly 

ac t i ng o ut t he d r a ma of Dub l in i n  N o r th A f r i cans p i cked up 

t he t e c h n i q ue or  i nven ted i t on t h e ir o w n. A n I ta l ian m a de a 

mov ie, The Battle of Algiers. Soon p e r s o ns in San F ranc isco w e re act-

i ng o ut scenes f r om The Informer. A n d so e x c h a n g es p r o c e e d, w i th, 

i n o ur t i m e, ever m o u n t i ng v io lence.  was i n v e n t ed

bel ieve by t he  A m e r i c an b lacks, C r o a t i an w o r k e rs 

r e s i d e nt i n S w e d e n,  d i ss iden ts i n E th iop ia (to r e fer on ly to 

s o me of t hose w ho have ac ted o ut of s o me e t h n ic in te res t) h a ve all 

m a de use of it . 

We h a ve n o t ed t he ro le of t he we l fa re s ta te i n ra i s ing t he s t ra-

tegic efficacy of e t h n ic d e m a n d s, a nd of i n t e r n a t i o n al e c o n o m ic d e-

v e l o p m e n ts t hat led to g reat m i g r a t i o ns of l abor i n t he s e v e n t e e n t h, 

e i g h t e e n th a nd n i n e t e e n th c e n t u r i e s, c r e a t i ng m a ny m u l t i - e t h n ic 

states i n t he p rocess. T h is p rocess has n ot s t o p p e d. N e v er i n h i s to ry 

d i d W e s t e rn E u r o pe i m p o rt as m u ch l a b or as i n t he p o s t w ar yea rs. 

A new co lo red p o p u l a t i on of West I n d i a n s, I n d i a n s, a nd Pak is tan is 

was a d d ed to E n g l a n d. O ne th i rd of t he l a b or fo rce of Sw i t ze r l and, 

o ne e i g h th of t he labor force of G e r m a n y, a nd subs tan t ial p a r ts

t he l abor fo rce of F r a n c e, Be lg i um, t he N e t h e r l a n d s, S w e d en c a me 

to be m a de  of fo re ign w o r k e r s. T he legal c i r c u m s t a n c es of e a ch 

of these waves of new i m m i g r a n ts va r i ed: s o me we re p e r m a n e n t, 

a nd h ad all t he r i gh ts of c i t i zensh ip, such as the n ew c o l o r ed 

g r o u ps of E n g l a n d. S o me we re f r om n e i g h b o r i ng m e m b e rs of t he 

E u r o p e an E c o n o m ic C o m m u n i t y, a nd h ad c la ims to full social b e n-

efits i n a ny o t h er s ta te of t he C o m m u n i t y.  t he A l g e r i a ns 

i n  f r om f o r m er co lon ies u n d er special a r r a n g e-

m e n t s. But  T u r ks a nd Yugos lavs i n

u n d er p e r m i ts t hat theore t ica l ly at least gave no r i ght to a ny p e r-

m a n e nt se t t l emen t. I n o t h er cases, such as S w e d e n, an ega l i t a r i an 

p h i l o s o p hy of g o v e r n m e nt t r ea ted all n e w c o m e r s, w h e t h er I ta l ian 

or F inn i sh, g e n e r o u s l y, as far as social benef i ts we re c o n c e r n e d. 

T h e p a t t e r ns a re e x t r e m e ly va r ious, t h o u gh we see e v e r y w h e re two 

d i f f e rent a p p r o a c h es i n confl ict: on t he o ne h a n d, t he c o m m on 

p h i l o s o p hy of ega l i t a r i an i sm asserts t hat all s h o u ld be t r ea ted a l ike; 



I n t r o d u c t i on 23 

n ot on ly t h o se w i th i n a na t i on, b ut t hose w ho c o me to w o rk a nd 

set t le t h e r e. On t he o t h e r, W e s t e rn E u r o p e a ns h a ve l e a r n ed t h at 

n ew a nd p e r m a n e nt se t t l emen ts of o t h er e t h n ic g r o u ps m e an e t h-

nic conf l ic t, a nd they m e an to avo id i t i f t hey can. F or G r e at B r i t a in 

i t i s t oo la te. I t s co l o red p o p u l a t i on i s p e r m a n e n t, w i t h t he ful l 

r i gh ts of c i t i zensh ip, a nd t h at 2 p e r c e nt of t he p o p u l a t i on a l r e a dy 

f o r ms an issue i n Br i t ish pol i t ics t h at far o u t w e i g hs its p r o p o r t i o n. 

F u r t h er i m m i g r a t i on has v i r tua l ly b e en h a l t e d. T he N o r th Af r i -

cans, S p a n i s h, a nd P o r t u g u e se i n F r a n c e, a nd t he I ta l i ans, Y u g o-

slavs, a nd T u r ks i n G e r m a ny a re n ot c i t izens, b ut o ne w o n d e rs 

w h e t h er t h ey wil l ac tua l ly be a less p e r m a n e nt p a rt of t h o se c o u n-

t r ies. O ne sees t he d e v e l o p m e nt of c o m m on  conf l ic ts 

o v er h o u s i n g, schoo l i ng, j o b s. T he p rocess of t he c r e a t i on of

e t h n ic E u r o p e an states t h r o u gh i m m i g r a t i on m ay be s low ing 

d o w n, p u r s u a nt to an i n te rnal logic of its o w n. F or we l fa re s ta tes 

a re g e n e r o us to the ir c i t izens a nd t e nd i n t h at m e a s u re to be c a r e-

ful as to w ho i s a l lowed to b e c o me o n e. B ut t he h e r i t a ge of t he 

r e c e nt p e r i od of mass i m m i g r a t i on i s n ow b e i ng felt, a nd o ne 

w o n d e rs w h e t h er t he new h e t e r o g e n e i ty of E u r o p e an n a t i o ns c an 

real ly be se t t led by s imp le mass e x p u l s i o n s, legal as t hat m ay b e. I n 

any case, th is o p t i on exis ts. 

A lmost a l one a m o ng the m a j or na t i ons, t he U n i t ed S ta tes 

c o n t i n u es to accept l a rge n u m b e rs of p e r m a n e nt i m m i g r a n t s. 

M o r e o v e r, t hese i m m i g r a n t s- a re  q u i te d i f f e r e nt " s tock" f r om 

those of t he pas t. M a ny a re As ian, a nd t he new i m m i g r a n ts a re to 

an u n p r e c e d e n t ed d e g r ee p ro fess iona l, u p p er m i d d le class

sons. W h at th is m e a ns i s that t he p rocess of g a i n i ng pol i t ical in f lu -

e n ce as a small g r o u p, a p rocess w h i ch took even t he m o st success-

ful of e a r l i er g r o u ps two g e n e r a t i o ns at least, i s l ikely to be r a p id 

fo r t hese m o st r e c e nt n e w c o m e r s. I t i s o dd h ow litt l e th is p h e n o m e-

n on f igures i n A m e r i c an pub l ic d i scuss ion: i t i s n e i t h er ha i l ed n or 

c h a l l e n g e d, b ut s imp ly i g n o r e d. W i t h o ut t oo m u ch e x a g g e r a t i on i t 

cou ld be s ta ted t hat t he i m m i g r a t i on p rocess i s t he s ing le m o st im-

p o r t a nt d e t e r m i n a nt of A m e r i c an fo re ign pol icy. T h is p rocess r e g-

u la tes the e t h n ic c o m p o s i t i on of t he A m e r i c an e lec to ra te. F o r e i gn 

pol icy r e s p o n ds to t hat e thn ic c o m p o s i t i o n. I t r e s p o n ds to o t h er 

t h i ngs as wel l, b ut p robab ly f i rst of all to t he p r i m al facts of e t h-



24 Nathan Glazer and Daniel P. Moynihan 

nici ty. I n a mu l t i - e thn ic society t h e re a re o f ten conf l ic t ing e t h n ic 

loyal t ies, a nd o ur h is tory r e c o r ds suf f ic ient i ns tances of j u st tha t, 

such t h at no obv ious, s imp le r e d i r e c t i ng of f o re ign pol icy i s i n t he 

of f ing. B ut o ur f u t u re wil l r e c o rd even m o re s u ch confl icts as 

K o r e a n s, F i l ip inos, I n d i a n s, Pak is tan is, S i n g a p o r e a n s, a nd d o z e ns 

m o re m a ke the ir in te res ts k n o w n. F o r e i gn pol icy  be a f fec ted i n 

d i v e r se a nd p r o f o u nd ways. Yet odd l y, t he U n i t ed States D e p a r t-

m e nt of S ta te a lmost whol ly i gno res t he i m m i g r a t i on p rocess. T h e 

fact t h at i m m i g r a t i on pol icy i s f o re ign pol icy is a seeming ly inexp l i-

cab le t h o u g ht i n Foggy B o t t o m. H o w e v er m u ch W e s t e rn E u r o-

p e a ns a nd o t h e rs may succeed i n p r o t e c t i ng t hemse l ves f rom t he 

e t h n ic s t o r ms of t he twen t ie th c e n t u r y, we m ay be s u re they wil l 

c o n t i n ue to bu f fet t he G r e at Repub l i c. " C an t he Blacks Do for 

Af r ic a W h at t he J e ws Did for I s rae l?" asks a r e c e nt ar t ic le i n 

Foreign Policy. T he answer, i n t he view of t he a u t h or M a r t in Wei l, i s 

yes, t h ey can, a nd yes, they o u g h t. T h e view of t he Ac t ion C o m m i t-

tee on A r a b - A m e r i c an Re la t ions, or t he recen t ly f o r m ed Na t i onal 

Assoc ia t ion of A r ab A m e r i c a ns i s u n r e c o r d ed as of th is wr i t i ng, al-

t h o u gh they m ay well we lcome the p r o s p e ct of g r e a t er A m e r i c an 

p a r t i c i p a t i on i n pan - I s l am ic a d v e n t u r e s. A n d so r o u nd t he g lobe. I f 

o t h er n a t i o ns wish to lessen e thn ic d ivers i ty, i t i s  that this i s 

n ot yet t he v iew of A m e r i c a n s, ce r ta in ly n ot of G r e e k - A m e r i c a n s, 

w h o se  mi l i tance, a nd cong ress ional s t r e n g th b e c a me evi-

d e nt wi t h t he onset of t he C y p r us crisis of t he s u m m er of

N o r, of c o u r s e, can the r e m a i n i ng na t i on -s ta tes easily succeed i n 

a v o i d i ng the ir s h a re of such di f f icul t ies. Since W o r l d W ar I I a lmost 

eve ry n ew n a t i o n, a nd they far o u t n u m b er t he o l d er na t i ons, has 

c o me in to ex i s tence wi th a n u m b er of se r i ous e t h n ic confl icts wai t-

i ng, as i t w e r e, t h e ir t u rn to be the focus of p o s t - i n d e p e n d e n ce p o-

litical l i fe . T h e o ld E u r o p e an s ta tes, whi l e b e c o m i ng s o m e w h at 

m o re d i v e r s e, w i t h t he add i t i on of new g r o u p s, a re still i n t he p r o-

cess of f i n d i ng o ut j u st how d iverse h is to ry h ad a l r e a dy m a de t h e m. 

A d d to this t he  given su rp r i s i ng ly l itt l e  i n 

a w o r ld i n w h i ch each society b e c o m es e thn ica l ly m o re d i ve rse, we 

have h a d, s ince W o r ld W ar I I , a su rp r i s i ng ly s t r o ng p r e j u d i ce 

aga inst a d j u s t i ng a ny b o u n d a r y, for a ny r e a s o n. A s S a m u el H u n t-

i n g t on has w r i t t e n, " T h e twen t ie th c e n t u ry bias aga inst pol i t ical 
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d i vo r ce, t h at is, secess ion, i s j u st a b o ut as s t r o ng as t he

c e n t u ry b ias a g a i n st mar i t al d i vo rce ."  S ince 1948 r e m a r k a b ly few 

i n t e r n a t i o n al f ron t i e rs have b e en a l t e red, a nd t h o se t h at have r e-

m a in ve ry u n s t a b l e. 

C e r t a i n ly t h e se pol i t ical real i t ies a l one s e em to p r o v i de a g o od 

n u m b er  t he i n g r e d i e n ts for a g r e a t er d e g r ee of e t hn ic

t h a n, for e x a m p l e, i n t he wo r ld of t he G r e at D e p r e s s i o n. F u r t h e r, 

as we h a ve s u g g e s t e d, t he i n t e r n a t i o n al mass m e d ia n e t w o rk r a p-

idl y s p r e a ds t he s tory a nd symbo ls of e t h n ic d i s con ten t. 

N o te t h at th is set of r easons t hat m i g ht exp la in why e thn ic i ty has 

b e c o me a focus for pol i t ical  r ise of t he we l fa re 

s ta te, t he conf l ict b e t w e en  a nd t he d i f fe ren t ial 

a c h i e v e m e nt of n o r m s, t he g r o w i ng h e t e r o g e n e i ty of s ta tes, t he in-

t e r n a t i o n al sys tem of  n ot easi ly d i f f e ren t i a te 

new n a t i o ns f r om o ld, or  f rom u n d e v e l o p ed o n e s; a nd 

th is i s why t h e re i s r e a s on to c o n s i d er e thn ic i ty as n ot on ly a p h e-

n o m e n on of new s ta tes, c o n c e r n ed a b o ut " n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g ," b ut of 

o ld s ta tes, too. 

T h e f o r e g o i ng scarcely c o m p r i s es a " t h e o r y" e x p l a i n i ng why e th-

nic i den t i ty has b e c o me m o re sa l ient, e t h n ic se l f -asser t ion s t r o n g e r, 

e t h n ic conf l ict m o re m a r k e d, i n t he past twen ty years. I n d e e d, we 

k n ow t h at t he facts a s s u m ed i n t he last s e n t e n ce t hemse l ves can 

 s o me say t h at e t h n ic confl ict i s s imp ly t he 

form t hat class conf l ict has been t a k i ng on ce r ta in occas ions i n

cent d e c a d e s, a nd w i t h o ut t he m o t or of class exp lo i t a t i on n o t h i ng 

e lse w o u ld fol low. O t h e rs say t hat e t h n ic confl icts m u st be

posed in to a var ie ty of e l e m e n t s: co lon ial conf l ic ts; t he u p r i s i ng <>l 

t he " i n t e rna l l y" co lon i zed; t he a m b i t i on of i nd iv idua ls o r g a n i z i ng 

fo l lowings; f ash ions a nd fads: to cite b ut s o me asser t ions r a n g i ng 

f r om t he m o st se r i ous to t he most t r iv ia l . L i t t l e i n this f ie l d has 

b e en reso lved.  a re all b e g i n n e rs h e r e. We c o n s i d er th is v o l u me 

very m u ch an ini t ial c o n t r i b u t i on i n an e n t e r p r i se to be c o n t i n u e d. 

I t i s o ur h o pe that th is book p r e s e n ts a m o re ca tho l ic view of e th-

nici ty t h an i s g e n e r a l ly c u r r e n t: o ne t hat e x t e n ds b e y o nd t he m o re 

(S.  the foreword to Eric A.  Regulation  So-

 Occasional Papers in In ternat ional Affairs, no. 29 (Cambr idge, Harva rd 

University, Cen ter for In ternat ional Affairs, J a n u a ry 1972). 
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l im i ted c a t e g o r i es of race, na t iona l i t y, a nd m i n o r i ty g r o u p; t hat 

i n c l u d es d e v e l o p ed as well as d e v e l o p i ng na t i ons; t h at p r e s e n ts a 

var ie ty of t heo re t i cal a p p r o a c h es ( t h o u gh scarcely all t h at cou ld 

m a ke a case for themse lves ); a nd t hat th is a p p r o a ch wil l suggest to 

r e a d e rs t h at t h e re i s a p h e n o m e n on h e re t hat is, i n ways not yet 

e x p l i c a t e d, no m e re surv ival but in t imate ly a nd o rgan ica l ly b o u nd 

up w i t h m a j or t r e n ds of m o d e rn societ ies. 
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H A R O L D R. ISAACS 

Basic Group Identity: 
T he Idols of the Tr ibe 

Your typical ultra-abstractionist fairly shudders at concreteness: o ther 
things equal, he positively prefers the pale and the spectral. I f the two 
universes were offered, he would always choose the skinny out l ine ra ther 
than the rich thicket of reality. I t is so much purer, clearer, nobler. 

 James 

 the unsett led, indecisive character of the situation with which in-
quiry is compel led to deal affects all of the subject mat ters that enter into 
all inquiry. I t affects, on the one hand, the observed existing facts
On the o ther side, i t affects  of the suggestions, surmises, ideas that are 
enter ta ined as possible solutions of the problem. 

 Dewey 

T he Idols of the Tr ibe have their foundat ion in h u m an na tu re itself, 
and in the tr ibe or race of men  Al l percept ions, as well as the sense 
of the mind, a re according to the measure of the individual and not ac-
cord ing to the measure of the universe. And the h u m an unders tand ing is 
lik e a false mi r ro r, which, receiving rays irregularly, distorts and discolors 
the na tu re of th ings by mingling its own na tu re with it. 

 Bacon 

T h e p u r p o se h e re i s to o f fer a ske tch of w h at i s i n t e n d ed to 

b e c o me a fu l l - fea tu re po r t r a it of basic group  T h i s is t he 

Note: T he mater ial in this chapter has been e x p a n d ed to book length in Idols of 
the Tribe, Group Identity and Political Change (New York, H a r p er & Row, 1975). 
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i den t i ty d e r i v ed f rom b e l o n g i ng to w h at i s genera l ly a nd loosely 

ca l led an " e t h n ic g r o u p ." I t i s c o m p o s ed of w h at have b e en cal led 

" p r i m o r d i al aff ini t ies a nd a t t a c h m e n t s ." I t i s t he iden t i ty m a de up 

of w h at a p e r s on i s b o rn with or acqu i res at b i r th. I t i s d is t inct f r om 

all t he o t h er mu l t i p le a nd s e c o n d a ry ident i t ies p e o p le a c q u i re be-

cause un l i ke all the o t h e r s, its e l e m e n ts a re what m a ke a g r o u p, i n 

C l i f fo r d  p h r a s e, a " c a n d i d a te for n a t i o n h o o d ." 

T h i s may s o u nd lik e a c la im to have c a u g ht up w i t h t he s n o w m an 

of "e thn ic i t y ," whose foo tp r in ts have b e en a r o u nd us for so

b ut wh ich has been so cur ious ly di f f icul t for a c a d e m ic h u n t e rs to 

t rack d o w n. B ut n o t h i ng so d r a m a t ic i s i nd i ca ted, b e c a u se t he face 

a nd f o rm of this c r e a t u re have b e en i n  view  t he t i m e. T he 

di f f icul t y has b e en to " see" i t by itself, to d i s t i ngu ish i t f r om all t he 

o t h er " g r o u p s" a nd " iden t i t i es" wi t h wh ich i t has b e en so c o m-

m o n ly l u m p ed or con fused or even co ve r ed f r om view. 

I n a p rev ious p a p er I have desc r i bed t he se t t ing a nd  t he 

s ta r t i ng po in ts of my own inqu i ry in to this  I t d i scussed t he 

p r e s e nt pervas ive cond i t i on of g r o up f r a g m e n t a t i on i n all o ur 

c u r r e nt pol i t ics, post -co lon ia l, pos t - imper ia l, pos t - r evo lu t i on-

a ry,  t he U n i t ed  T h i s c o n d i t i on 

a m o u n ts i n effect to a massive  r u n n i ng s h a r p ly 

c o u n t er to all t he g loba l iz ing effects of m o d e rn t e c h n o l o gy a nd 

 T he ev idence seems s t rong ly to suggest t h at t he 

H o u se of  h o me of t he  m o t h er of t he 

K i k u y u t r ibe i n Kenya, used h e re as a s u r r o g a te n a me for all t he 

 t he  all t he t r ibal  w h e re 

h u m an be ings still most ly l ive. I t i s t he r e fuge to wh ich, i n a ny case, 

g r e at masses a re r e t r e a t i ng a nd w i t h d r a w i ng i n t he face of t he 

b r e a k d o wn or i n a d e q u a cy of all t he l a r g er c o h e r e n c es or sys tems of 

p o w er a nd social o rgan i za t i on. To get s o me b e t t er u n d e r s t a n d i ng 

of its t r e m e n d o us p o w er of surv ival a nd pe rs i s tence, i t was neces-

sary, I sugges ted, to d e t a ch this basic g r o up iden t i ty f rom t he b l ur 

I . Haro ld R. Isaacs. " G r o up Identi ty and Political Change: T he Houses of 
Muumbi ," September  Published in part as " T he Houses of Muumbi ," Wash-
ington Monthly 3 (December  10; and as " G r o up  and Political 
Change: T he Politics of  of the International House of Japan 
31 (Tokyo, Apri l 1973). 
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i n wh i ch so m a ny social sc ient ists a nd  t he 

poe t s, a r t i s ts, a nd  to p r e f er to leave it , to so rt o ut 

a nd e x a m i ne t he e l e m e n ts of wh ich i t i s m a d e, to see t he ways t h ey 

re la te to e a ch o t h e r, w h at func t i ons t hey p e r f o rm a nd w h at n e e ds 

they m e e t, to t ry to look, i n s h o r t, at w h at i t i s t h at g ives i t its ex-

t r a o r d i n a ry s t r e n g t h. I f th is s e e ms e l e m e n t a r y, i t c o u ld be b e c a u se 

o ur past a w a r e n e ss of this p h e n o m e n on of basic g r o up i den t i ty has 

c lear ly n ot p r e p a r ed us for t he s h a p es a nd ro les i t has a s s u m ed i n 

o ur p r e s e nt a f fa i rs a nd because all t hat was e v er a s s u m ed a b o ut i t 

as " g i v e n" has n ow b e en t a k en away. We h a ve to t ry to " s e e" i t now, 

I be l ieve, as i f we h ad n e v er s e en i t be fo re. T h e on ly p lace to beg in, 

t h e r e f o r e, i s at t he b e g i n n i n g. 

T o b e g in w i th, t h e n, basic g r o up iden t i ty cons is ts of t he r e a d y-

m a de set of e n d o w m e n ts a nd ident i f i ca t ions wh ich eve ry i n d i v i d u al 

s h a r es w i t h o t h e rs f r om t he m o m e nt of b i r th by t he c h a n ce of t he 

fami ly i n to wh i ch he i s b o rn at t h at g iven t ime i n t hat g i ven p lace. 

T h e re i s f i r st t he n ew baby 's b o dy itself, all t he s h a r ed phys ical 

cha rac te r i s t i cs of t he g r o up a c q u i r ed t h r o u gh t he l o ng p r o c e ss of 

se lec t ion, t h r o u gh w h at R e ne D u b os has ca l led t he "b io log ical r e-

m e m b r a n ce of t h i n gs pas t ," p lus w h a t e v er  still a r g ue 

a b o ut how m u ch  t h r o u gh t he p a r e n t al m e m b r a n es to 

give e a ch n ew p e r s on t he o r ig inal s h a pe of h is or h er u n i q ue

2. T wo remarks he re regard ing the "h is" and the "he r" of this mat ter: 

a. T he only th i rd person singular possessive p r o n o un in Engl ish besides "h is" 
and "he rs" i s the neu ter "i ts." I f the use of "h is" when we mean both "h is" and 

 the use of "men" when we mean " h u m an beings" or "men and wo-
 come to be seen simply as male sexist a r rogance instead of acceptable 

su r roga te usage and extens ion of  then, as i n the case of the deep ly im-
bedded uses of the word "black," the language may need some revising.
while, a feminist f rom way back, who finds sexless  just as offensive as 
sexist male or female chauv in ism, must keep on t ry ing to write about these mat te rs 
wi thout mangl ing sensibilities or, as far as possible, the prose. 

b. Women obviously share common character ist ics and some c o m m on condi-
t ions with o ther w o m en across many cu l tures. But that does not mean that they 
share the same basic g r o up identity as  any m o re than men do as men, not in 
the sense of basic g r o up identity as I am try ing to specify i t here. T he physical and 
o ther di f ferences between men and women, marve lous as they are, do not make 
men and women cand ida tes as such for separa te na t ionhood. Every basic g r o up 
ident i ty i s shared by the men and women in the g r o u p, with its par t icu lar te rms, 
ru les, condi t ions f ix in g the relat ionships between t h e m. T he st ruggle for equal i ty 
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B ut e v en as i t d r a ws its first b r e a t h, h e a rs its f i rst s o u n d, feels its 

f i r s t t ouch, t he n ew in fant beg ins to be e n d o w ed w i t h e v e r y t h i ng 

else t hat awai ts i t i n t hat fami ly at t hat t ime i n t h at p lace. T h e se a re 

t he c o m m on h o l d i n gs of t he g r o up of wh i ch t he baby b e c o m es a 

m e m b e r, t he social f ea tu res, t he " s h a r ed s a m e n e s s e s" t h at e n t er i n 

all t he ir c o m p l ex ways in to t he m a k i ng of t he i n d i v i d u al e go i den-

tity . I t i s q u i te a s tock of e n d o w m e n t s. 

T h e baby a c q u i r es a name, an i nd i v i dual n a m e, a fami ly n a m e, a 

g r o up n a m e. He acqu i res t he history and  of t he g r o up in to 

wh ich he i s b o r n. T he g r o u p 's c u l t u r e - p a st au toma t i ca l ly e n d o ws 

h i m, a m o ng o t h er t h i ngs, wi t h his nationality or o t h er c o n d i t i on of 

na t i ona l, r e g i o n a l, or t r ibal af f i l iat ion, h is language, religion, a nd 

value  i n h e r i t ed c lus ters of m o r e s, e th ics, aes the t i cs, a nd 

t he a t t r i bu tes t hat c o me o ut of t he geography or topography of h is 

b i r t h p l a ce itself, all s h a p i ng the o u t l o ok a nd way of l if e u p on wh i ch 

t he new ind i v i dual e n t e rs f r om his f i r s t day. 

T h e se legacies c o me to t he ch i ld b e a r i ng t he i m m e n se we ight of 

t he who le past as his fami ly has rece i ved it. T h ey s h a pe t he on ly re-

al i ty i n his ex is tence a nd a re m a de p a rt of h im b e f o re he has bare ly 

a ny consc iousness at all. T h is i s d o ne fo rma l ly a nd r i tua l ly at or 

s o on a f ter b i r t h, as i n bap t i sm, c i r cumc is ion, a nd s imi lar r i tes of 

e n t ry i n to t he wor ld of t he g r o u p, a nd aga in, a f ter t he c o n d i t i o n i ng 

of t he  years, i n t he var ie t ies of p u b e r ty r i tes or ini t ia-

t ions by wh ich y o u ng p e r s o ns b e c o me full y a d m i t t ed m e m b e rs of 

t he g r o u p. 

T h e n ew m e m b er of t he g r o up c o m es n ot on ly i n to his i n h e r i-

t a n ce of t he past b ut a lso in to all t he s h a p i ng c i r c u m s t a n c es of t he 

p r e s e n t: t he c o n d i t i o ns of s ta tus that c o me or do n ot c o me wi t h 

t h e se legacies, his fami ly 's re la t ive wea l th or p o v e r t y, its re la t ive 

pos i t i on i n t he l a r g er g r o up to wh ich i t b e l o n g s, a nd t he g r o u p 's 

pos i t i on re lat ive to o t h er g r o u ps i n its  t he pol i t i -

ca l -soc ia l -economic c i r c u m s t a n c es that i m p i n ge on t he family a nd 

t he g r o u p, with all t he i n w a rd a nd o u t w a rd ef fects t hese c o n d i t i o ns 

of status for women is be ing fought with  degrees  success in d i f ferent 
societies as part of the general cu r rent renovat ion of social and political systems. I t 
has its problems, but as in the fight for racial just ice in the Amer ican society, sepa-
rat ion does not seem to be a m o ng the viable solut ions. 
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h a ve on t he s h a p i ng of t he ind iv idua l 's pe rsona l i ty a nd t he m a k i ng 

of his l ife . Of t hese m o st decis ive a re the pol i t ical c o n d i t i o ns i n 

wh ich t he g r o up iden t i ty i s he ld, t he m e a s u re of p o w er or p o w e r-

lessness t h at i s a t t a c h ed to it . H ow d o m i n a nt or how d o m i n a t ed i s 

t he g r o up to wh ich this i nd i v idual be longs? H ow stat ic or h ow 

c h a n g i ng i s th is c o n d i t i o n, a nd how, t h e n, i s he g o i ng to be ab le to 

see a nd b e ar h imse lf i n re la t i on to o t h e r s? T h is i s t he c a r d i n al 

q u e s t i on a nd i t i s essent ia l ly t he q u e s t i on of t he g o v e r n i ng pol i t ics, 

t he p u sh a nd pu ll of p o w er a m o ng the g r o u ps w ho s h a re t he scene. 

S u ch a re t he h o l d i n gs t hat m a ke up the basic g r o up iden t i t y. 

H ow they a re s e en a nd ce leb ra ted has p r o v i d ed t he s u b s t a n ce of 

m o st of w h at we k n ow as h is to ry, my tho logy, fo lk lore, a r t, l i tera-

t u r e, re l i g ious bel iefs a nd p rac t i ces. H ow t he ho ld i ngs of o t h e rs a re 

s e en has p r o v i d ed m o st of t he u n e n d i ng  of t he w e - t h ey 

c o n f r o n t a t i on i n h u m an e x p e r i e n c e. Ra ised h igh or he ld low, t h e se 

a re t he ido ls of all o ur t r ibes. 

T h e se e l e m e n ts of t he basic g r o up ident i ty invi te f resh sc ru t i ny, 

e a ch i n itself. F or as far as I may d a re s t re tch the p resc r i bed l e n g th 

of th is c h a p t e r, I wil l i n c l u de s o me add i t i onal i n c o m p l e te no tes on 

 of  most symbol ic,  a nd t he m o st p a l p a b l e, 

 on ly for p u r p o s es of i l lus t ra t ion. But as far as this k i nd of 

d issec t ion c an take  way invar iab ly leads back to 

t he c l u s t e r i ng of all t hese e l e m e n ts i n i n t ima te re la t ion to e a ch 

o t h e r. I wil l be d e s c r i b i ng several such c lus te rs of g r o up i den t i ty 

e l e m e n ts as I h a ve f o u nd t h em a r r a n g i ng themse lves i n d i f f e r e nt 

c o m b i n a t i o ns i n d i f f e rent se t t ings. M y o wn case s tudy i n te rv iew 

ma te r i al dea ls w i t h b lack A m e r i c a n s, A m e r i c an J e ws i n Is rae l, I n -

d i an e x - U n t o u c h a b l e s, E n g l i s h - e d u c a t ed C h i n e se Ma layans, Fili -

p i nos, J a p a n e s e. T he pub l ic p r i n ts a re f i l l e d every day wi th m a t e-

r ial b e a r i ng on o t h er e x a m p l es f rom a lmost e v e r y w h e re on e a r t h. 

Each case, o ne f inds, deve lops its o wn s h a p e s, its o wn d y n a m i c s, 

its own pecu l i ar in tens i t ies. T h e re i s not m u ch a b o ut t he s t u dy of 

bas ic g r o up iden t i ty t h at c an be r e d u c ed to s ingle f o r m u l as or be 

symmet r i ca l ly a r r a n g e d. T he va r ious e l e m e n ts show up i n d i f f e r e nt 

r e l a t i onsh ips to e a ch o t h er a nd wi th q u i te d i f f e rent specif ic g rav i-

t ies. Sk in co lor a nd phys ical charac te r is t i cs may be at t he h e a rt of 

t he g r o up iden t i ty c l us ter of t he b lack A m e r i c an but on ly at t he 
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m a r g i ns i n t he case of t he b lacker A f r i can, t he co re of w h o se g r o up 

iden t i ty m ay li e i n his t r ibal af f i l iat ion. H is to ry a nd o r i g ins c an a p-

p e ar as t he most power fu l ly posi t ive cen te rp i ece, say, for t he Ch i-

n e se wi t h h is G r e at Past, a nd as t he most  nega t i ve cen-

t e r p i e ce for t he e x - U n t o u c h a b le i n I n d ia w ho wan ts to b lot h is 

past o ut a l t o g e t h e r. I n U ls ter i t i s b e i ng "Ca tho l i c" or " P r o t e s-

 t he m ix of h is to ry a nd re l ig ion that gives t hese iden t i-

t ies t h e ir  g o v e r ns e v e r y t h i ng a b o ut t he t e r ms on 

wh i ch a p e r s on i n t hat c o u n t ry now i s g o i ng to liv e or d i e. T h e 

c o m m on h o l d i ng of Is lam a nd fea r -ha te of t he H i n d us t h r u st East 

B e n g al i n to a n a t i on wi th t he Pun jab is,  S ind is, a nd o t h er 

Mus l im p e o p l es of I nd ia 's west: g e o g r a p h y, phys ical d i f f e rences, 

l a n g u a g e, h i s to ry p a r t ed t h em a g e n e r a t i on la ter i n o ne of o ur cu r-

r e nt h is to ry 's b l o o d i er a m p u t a t i o n s. 

 B ut va r i ed as such pa r t i cu la rs can be, I do bel ieve i t i s poss ib le to 

say t h at i n all cases, t he func t ion of basic g r o up iden t i ty has to do 

most cruc ia l ly wi t h two key i n g r e d i e n ts i n every ind iv idua l 's pe r-

sona l i ty a nd lif e e x p e r i e n c e: his sense of

qua l i ty of h is se l f -es teem. T h e se c o me de f ined i n m a ny ways a nd 

t he n e e ds they se rve a re m et i n m a ny d e g r e es of  a nd 

 i n d i f f e r e nt cases, s h a p i ng t h e r e by m u ch of t he b e h a v-

io r of t he m e m b e rs of t he g r o u p. 

 th is i s prec ise ly t he po int at wh ich m u ch b l u r-

r i n g takes  n e e ds can be a nd o f ten a re satisf ied i n s o me 

m o re p u r e ly i n t e r p e r s o n al con tex t, or i n o ne or m o re of t he m a ny 

o t h er m u l t i p le a nd s e c o n d a ry g r o up ident i t ies ind iv idua ls a c q u i re 

i n t he c o u r se of t h e ir lives i n all t he d i f f e rent col lect ivi t ies to wh i ch 

they c o me to  social, e d u c a t i o n a l, occupa t i ona l, p r o-

fess ional, even rec rea t i ona l. But these s e c o n d a ry sou rces of be-

l o n g i n g n e ss a nd se l f -es teem serve on ly w h e re basic g r o up i den t i ty 

d i f f e rences do n ot get i n t he way. T h is does o c c ur i n s o me 

m u l t i - g r o up  today i n t he A m e r i c an society, for 

e x a m p l e, t h an i t d id on ly yes te rday, as Catho l i cs, J e w s, b lacks, a nd 

o t h e rs so well  takes p lace most c o m m o n ly i n t he enc l o-

s u re of h o m o g e n e o us g r o u p s, w h e re t he basic g r o up iden t i ty i s a 

g i ven, s h a r ed by al l. I n most such cases i n m i x ed societ ies, h o w e v e r, 

t he " o u t s i d e" i s q u i te n e a r by a nd o ut t h e re i t b e c o m es necessa ry to 
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face w h at K u r t Lew in ca l led t he " u n c e r t a i n ty of b e l o n g i n g n e s s ," 

t he c h a l l e n ge to se l f -es teem, i n dea l i ngs wi t h m e m b e rs of o t h er 

g r o u p s, be they m o re p o w e r f ul or less. H e re o n ce m o re t he basic 

g r o up iden t i ty a nd t he c o n d i t i o ns of t hat p a r t i c u l ar p e c k i ng o r d er 

d e t e r m i ne h ow far these n e e ds a re m et or n ot m e t.

A n i nd i v i dual be longs to his basic g r o up i n t he d e e p e st a nd most

l i teral sense t h at h e re he i s n ot a l one, wh ich i s w h at all b ut a very 

few h u m an be ings most fear to be. He i s n ot on ly n ot a l o n e,

h e r e, as l o ng as he chooses to r e m a in i n a nd of it , he c a n n ot be d e-

n i ed or re jec ted. I t i s an iden t i ty he m i g ht w a nt to a b a n d o n, b ut i t 

i s t he i den t i ty t h at no o ne c an t ake away f r om h i m. I t i s h o me i n 

t he sense of R o b e rt Frost 's l ine, t he p lace w h e r e, w h en you ' ve got. 

t o go t h e r e, they 've got to t ake you  H o u se of  t he 

w o m b, t he e m o t i o n al h a n d h o l ds of c h i l d h o o d, s o m e t i m es t he phys i-

cal p lace itself. O r, i n this age of mass ive m i g r a t i o n s, for g r e at 

n u m b e rs t r a n s p o r t ed g r e at phys ical a nd cu l t u ral d i s tances, i t i s

a rk t hey c a r ry wi t h t h e m, t he t e m p le of w h a t e v er r u l es o n e 's 

f o r e b e a rs l ived by, t he " t r a d i t i o n" or "mo ra l i t y" or w h a t e v er f o rm of 

c r e ed or be l ief i n a g iven set of a n s w e rs to t he u n a n s w e r a b l e s. 

W i t h th is b e l o n g i n g n e ss t h e re goes, all b ut i nsepa rab l y, t he ma t-

t er of se l f -es teem, t he s u p p o r t i ng m e a s u re of se l f -accep tance, of 

se l f - respec t, t h at eve ry i nd i v idual m u st have to liv e a t o l e rab le ex is-

t e n c e. S o me ind i v i dua ls d e r i ve suf f ic ient se l f -es teem o ut of t he 

s tu ff of t h e ir i nd i v i dual pe rsona l i t i es a l o n e. O t h e rs h a ve to d e p e nd 

on t h e ir g r o up assoc ia t ions to s u p p ly what t he ir o wn

m ay o f ten d e ny t h e m. Most p e o p l e, we can p r o b a b ly a g r e e, n e ed 

all t hey can get f r om bo th sou rces. A g a i n, l ik e hea l th or m o n e y, 

th is m a t t er of se l f -es teem d e r i v ed f r om g r o up iden t i ty p r e s e n ts 

l i t t l e or no p r o b l em w h en t he g r o up iden t i ty a nd t he se l f -accep-

tance i t g e n e r a t es i s an a s s u r ed g iven, an u n q u e s t i o n ed p r e m i se of 

lif e a nd t h e r e f o re n ot i n i tself a s o u r ce of confl ict. T h i s c an be t he 

case i n a t ight ly h o m o g e n e o us society or g r o u p, or i n a s tab le society 

i n wh ich all g r o u ps f r om t op to b o t t om i n t he p e c k i ng o r d er not 

on ly k n ow t h e ir p lace b ut accept it . Al l , i n c l u d i ng t he m a s t er 

g r o u ps at t he t op a nd t he  at t he  e x a m p l e, t he 

U n t o u c h a b l es i n t he H i n du caste  t h e m s e l v es as 

t hey a re to ld t hey a re a nd accept t he bel ief sys tem t h at f i xes t he 
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c o n d i t i o ns of t h e ir l ives. S u ch f r ozen p e c k i ng o r d e rs h a ve ex i s ted 

fo r p e r i o ds of t i me i n d i f f e r e nt soc iet ies. B ut i t i s p rec ise ly th is 

n e ed for se l f -es teem, t he n e ed to a c q u i re it , feel it , asse rt it , t h at 

has i n o ur o wn t i me u p s et all such o r d e rs a nd b e c o me o ne of t he 

m a j or d r i v es b e h i nd all o ur vo lcan ic pol i t ics. T he d r i ve to self-

asse r t i on, to g r o up p r i d e,  fue led all t he na t iona l i st m o v e m e n ts 

t h at b r o ke t he r u le of t he e m p i r e s. I t s t oked up t he

c h a u v i n i s ms t h at h a ve c h a r a c t e r i z ed b o th t he Russ ian a nd C h i n e se 

r e v o l u t i o n s. M o r e t h an a n y t h i ng e lse, i t g e n e r a t ed t he p o w er t hat 

b r o ke t he sys tem of wh i te s u p r e m a cy i n t he U n i t ed Sta tes. 

We h a ve b e c o me fami l iar w i t h w h at i s ca l led ident i f i ca t ion w i t h 

t he a g g r e s s o r, w i t h t he p a t t e r ns of se l f - re jec t ion a nd se l f -ha te c o m-

i n g o ut of nega t i ve g r o up iden t i t i es successful ly i m p o s ed by 

s t r o n g er on w e a k er g r o u p s. B ut i t i s p rec ise ly w h en m e m b e rs of 

such g r o u ps s t op s u b m i t t i ng to th is c o n d i t i on t h at g r o up iden t i t i es 

b e c o me a p r o b l em b o th to v ic t im izers a nd v ic t ims a n d, as all o ur 

c u r r e nt a f fa i rs  or la ter e r u pt i n to social a nd pol i t ical 

conf l ict a nd cr is is. T h i s i s t he p o i nt at wh i ch basic g r o up i den t i ty 

a nd pol i t ics m e e t. I t has b e en t he s t a r t i ng p o i nt of m a ny n o t a b le 

l ives, m u ch n o t a b le h is to ry, a nd h a r d ly a ny m o re no tab le t h an t he 

h is to ry of o ur o wn t ime. 

T h i s b r i n gs us back to t he task of m a k i ng a de ta i l ed e x a m i n a t i on 

of t he e l e m e n ts t h at m a ke up this basic g r o up iden t i t y. F or t he p u r-

poses of th is c h a p t e r, a nd to i l l us t ra te t he b e g i n n i ng of a s u g g e s-

t ion of w h at such an e x a m i n a t i on invo lves, h e re a re s o me n o t es on 

j u st two of t h e se e l e m e n t s, b o dy a nd n a m e. 

B O D Y 

T h e b o dy i s t he m o st p a l p a b le e l e m e nt of wh i ch

d i v i d u al or  m a d e. I t i s t he on ly i n g r e d i e nt t hat i s u n-

 b io log ical i n o r i g i n, a c q u i r ed i n m o st of its essent ial c h a r-

acter is t ics by i n h e r i t a n ce t h r o u gh t he g e n e s. P r i m a ry as t h ey m ay 

be, all t he o t h er t h i ngs t h at go i n to t he m a k i ng of g r o up i den t i ty 

a re t r a n s f o r m a b l e. A n i nd i v i dual can c h a n ge his n a m e, i g n o re or 

conceal his o r i g i n s, d i s r e g a rd or r e w r i te his h is to ry, a d o pt a dif-

 na t iona l i t y, l e a rn a n ew l a n g u a g e, a b a n d on his fami ly 's r e-

l ig io n or c o n v e rt to a n ew o n e, e m b r a ce new m o r e s, e th ics, p h i-



B a s ic G r o up I d e n t i ty 37 

l o soph ies, t a ke on new styles of l i fe . B ut t h e re i s n ot m u ch he can 

do to c h a n ge his b o d y. 

S o me b o dy c h a n ge c an resu lt f r om cu l tu ral c h a n g e: for e x a m p l e, 

J a p a n e se a re g r o w i ng ta l ler b e c a u se of c h a n g es i n d ie t. S o me 

aspec ts of t he body 's a p p e a r a n ce can be c h a n g ed by cosme t ic or 

o t h er m e a n s. T h i s has o f t en b e en d o ne i n t he e f fo rt to b e c o me 

m o re " b e a u t i f u l" or less "ug l y" a nd this has f r e q u e n t ly b e en as-

soc ia ted wi t h t he e f fo rt to s h ed physical iden t i f i ca t ion w i t h o ne 

g r o up or ga in c loser ident i f i ca t ion wi t h a n o t h er g r o u p. H a ir can be 

d y e d, c u r l e d, s t r a i g h t e n e d, w e i g ht g a i n ed or lost, musc les

e n ed or  skin  be b l e a c h ed ( up to a p o i n t ), b reas ts 

in f la ted or f l a t t e n e d, eye l ids d o u b l ed a nd noses or o t h er f ea tu res 

a l t e red by p last ic s u r g e r y. B ut by a nd l a rge a nd for m o st

t he b o dy r e m a i ns essent ia l ly u n a l t e r a b l e. T he co lor a nd t e x t u re of 

it s sk in a nd ha i r, t he s h a p e, size, a nd m u t u al a r r a n g e m e n ts of its 

m a in f e a t u r es c o me to us at b i r th a nd stay wi t h us un t il we d ie. T he 

b o dy i s at o n ce t he most i n t i m a te a nd i n w a rd a nd m o st o b v i o us a nd 

o u t w a rd aspect of h ow we see ou rse l ves, h ow we see o t h e r s, how 

o t h e rs see us. 

M u ch lo re a nd s a c r ed d o c t r i ne has he ld t h at t he sp i r it or soul of 

m an i s s o me essence t e m p o r a r i ly h o u s ed i n his b o d y,

d e e d, f inally  t he b o dy wastes away a nd c o n t i n u i ng its 

i n d e p e n d e nt ex i s t ence i n all t he o t h e r - w o r l ds t h at h a ve been 

c r e a t ed to se rve t he n e ed n ot to d ie. Al l t he a n c i e nt re l ig ions of 

I n d i a saw lif e i n t he b o dy as an i n t e r l u de of su f f e r i ng. T h e b o dy

a s t r o n g h o ld m a de of b o n e s, an o ld B u d d h i st  sa id,

w i t h f l esh a nd b l o o d, a nd t h e re dwell i n i t o ld a ge a nd d e a t h, pride, 

a nd dece i t ." W i t h t h at m o re p u n g e nt  a c q u i r ed durin g 

it s passage t h r o u gh C h i n a, Zen B u d d h i sm cal led t he b o dy " a

ing b ag of sk in ." T h i s i m a ge a nd t he idea of ascet ic mor t i f i ca t ion 

t h at w e nt w i t h i t g o v e r n ed m u ch of I n d i an re l ig ios i ty b ut d id

get far i n C h i na w h e r e, as i n so m u ch e lse, e a r t h i er n o t i o ns p re 

va i led.  q u o t es an o ld C h i n e se tex t:  get o ur 

b o d y, ha i r, a nd sk in f r om the p a r e n t s. To k e ep i t f r om r u in a nd

j u r y i s t he b e g i n n i ng of f i l i a j p ie ty ."  F or P la to t oo, t he b o dy was 

3. Haj ime  Ways of Thinking of  People:

 (Hono lu lu, E a s t - W e st C e n t er  Press, 1964), pp. 162-163.
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s o m e t h i ng to be left b e h i nd w h e n, h i gh e n o u gh up t hat l a d d er of 

love, t he h u m an sp i r it cou ld r ise r i ght o ut of its b o dy a nd o ut of 

t he wo r ld i n to t he w o n d r o us r e a lm of p u re beau ty. Ar i s to t le, i n h is 

m o re Ch inese - l i ke way, t h o u g ht t hat m i nd a nd b o dy h ad to l iv e 

wi t h each o t h er i n a k n o w a b le wor ld w h e re p u re

 n ot be read i ly f o u n d. I n la ter t imes, e v en Desca r tes, 

w ho c o n t i n u ed to t h i nk he was because he t h o u g h t, o n ce a c k n o w l-

e d g e d: " I do n ot on ly res ide i n my b o dy (like) a p i lot i n h is sh ip, 

b ut am in t ima te ly c o n n e c t ed wi t h i t a nd t he m i x t u re i s so b l e n d ed 

that s o m e t h i ng l ik e a s ing le who le is p r o d u c e d ."

I t has b e en m o re i n t he m o d e rn t e m p er to t h i nk of t he "s ing le 

 soul i s n ot m o re t h an t he b o d y ," s a ng W h i t m a n, " t he 

b o dy i s n ot m o re t h an t he  on to t h i nk of t he soul (or 

"sp i r i t " or " m i n d" or "pe rsona l i t y ") as i m b e d d ed i n a c o m p l ex of 

wh ich t he self a nd t he b o dy a re i n teg ral a nd i n s e p a r a b le p a r ts a nd 

j o i n ed all b ut indiv is ib ly to t he society of wh ich t he i nd i v i dual i s 

pa r t. O ne s t u d e nt of th is  sugges ts t h at t he b o dy "p lays a 

f u n d a m e n t al ro le i n o ur i m p e r s o n al sense of social iden t i f i ca t ion 

wi t h  w h om we m ay n e v er h a ve m e t" a nd he p rovoc-

at ively calls to w i tness " t he i r rep ress ib le m e t a p h or for society as 

 b o dy  used, he po in ts o u t, by P la to, A r i s to t le, St. 

T h o m a s, H o b b e s, H e g e l, a nd S p e n c e r, s u g g e s t i ng " t h at t he fea-

t u r es of civi l society may ref lect t hose of o ur i nd i v i dual b o d y ."

C o m i ng at this a l o ng q u i te a n o t h er d isc ip l inary d i m e n s i o n, t he psy-

choana l yst Paul Sch i l der j o i ns "wor ld, body, a nd pe rsona l i t y ," t he 

p r o b l em always b e i ng to see i n every ind iv idual case h ow each 

re la tes to t he o t h e r. " T h e b o dy i m a ge i s a social p h e n o m e n o n. O ur 

o wn b o dy i m a ge i s n e v er iso la ted, always a c c o m p a n i ed by t he b o dy 

i m a g es of o t h e r s ." Or as e x t e n d ed by H e l en  " O n e 's b o dy 

i m a ge he lps to s h a pe one 's i m a ge of t he wor ld a nd o n e 's i m a ge of 

t he wor ld af fects t he images o ne has of one 's o wn b o d y; b o th p a r ts 

a re essent ia l ."

4. Quo ted by Samuel J.  " T he H u m an Body as the Material Subject of 
the Wor ld ," Ph.D.  Depa r tment of Phi losophy, Harva rd University, Cam-
br idge, 1963. 

5.  p. 7. 
6. Helen Lynd, On Shame and the Search for  (New York, Harcour t, Brace, 

1958), p. 37. 
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M o r e t h an a ny n a m e, phys ical charac te r i s t i cs serve as a b a d ge of 

i den t i t y. T h ey f i gu re w i t h h i gh visibi l i t y a nd p o w e r f ul g l a n d u l ar ef-

fect i n r e l a t i ons b e t w e en g r o u p s, n e v er m o re so t h an i n o ur o wn 

t ime w h en  such re la t i ons a re b e i ng rev ised as to p o w e r, s ta tus, 

a nd p a t t e r ns of m u t u al b e h a v i o r. T h e grossest e x a m p le of th is has 

b e en t he re l a t i on b e t w e en " w h i t e" a nd " n o n w h i t e" i n t he m a k i ng 

a nd u n m a k i ng of E u r o p e an w o r ld e m p i re a nd of t he wh i te su-

p r e m a cy sys tem i n t he A m e r i c an society. I n t he U n i t ed Sta tes espe-

cially, t he e x p e r i e n ce of c h a n ge has o p e n ed a p e r i od of a c u te 

g r o up i den t i ty crisis for b lacks w ho m u st t r a n s f o rm the ir b lackness 

f r o m t he c r u s h i ng nega t i ve t he w h i te wo r ld m a de of i t i n to an ac-

c e p t ed pos i t i ve fact i n t h e ir l ives. S im i l ar p r e s s u re has c o me u p on 

s o me  on ly i n t he U n i t ed Sta tes by a ny

w h om " w h i t e n e s s" r e m a i ns a p a r a m o u nt ident i f i ca t ion a nd w h o se 

g r o up iden t i ty b e h a v i or i s s h a p ed by t h e ir n e ed to m a i n t a in t h e ir 

m y t hs a b o ut it . 

B ut th is i s h a r d ly a m a t t er t h at  on ly b e t w e en " w h i t e n e s s" a nd 

" n o n w h i t e n e s s" or on ly b e t w e en f o r m er " w h i t e" m a s t e rs a nd 

f o r m er " n o n w h i t e" sub jec ts. N ow t h at t he m a n t l i ng m y t h o l o gy of 

wh i te s u p r e m a cy has b e en p u l l ed away a nd " w h i t e" pol i t ical p o w er 

red i f f used a m o ng  l o n g - s u b m e r g ed p a t t e r ns of at t i-

t u d es a nd b e h a v i or a b o ut sk in c o l or h a ve b e en r e a p p e a r i ng i n 

v a r y i ng in tens i t ies a l o ng t he e n t i re co lor s p e c t r um a nd i n m a ny dif-

f e r e nt p a r ts of t he w o r l d. W h en " rac is t" b e h a v i or e r u p ts suf-

f i c i en t l y to c o me to t he w o r l d 's  i t d o es wi t h p o i g n a nt 

a nd b loody ef fect i n c o u n t ry a f ter  e f fo rt i s o f ten m a de 

to e x p l a in i t away as a legacy of W e s t e rn wh i te d o m i n a n c e. B ut evi-

d e n ce of social a nd aes the t ic va lues a t t a c h ed to " l i gh tness" a nd 

" d a r k n e s s" of sk in c o l or a p p e a rs i n t he h is to ry, a r t, a nd l i t e r a t u re 

of n u m e r o us c u l t u r es w ide ly s e p a r a t ed i n space a nd t ime, i n all 

p a r ts of t he g lobe, a nd i n t imes l o ng b e f o re t he s p r e ad of t he 

p o w er of wh i te E u r o p e a ns b e y o nd E u r o p e. N o r, m o r e o v e r, a re t he 

cr i t ical ly ef fect ive phys ical d i f f e rences con f i ned to skin co lo r. Be-

t w e en t he Watu tsi a nd t he H u t u, w ho h a ve b e en s l a u g h t e r i ng e a ch 

o t h er i n R w a n da a nd B u r u n di e v er s ince they rece ived t he ir " in -

d e p e n d e n c e" f rom t he Be lg ians, t he m a j or phys ical d i f f e r e n ce i s 

b e t w e en  a nd s h o r t n e s s, b a d g es of g r o up i nden t i ty t h at c an 
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h a r d ly be m issed w h en t he g r o u ps of k i l lers f r om bo th s ides seek 

e a ch o t h er  A c o m m on f e a t u re of p re j ud i ce p a t t e r ns bu i lt up 

b e t w e en g r o u ps i s t he n o t i on t hat m e m b e rs of o t h er g r o u ps a re 

"d i r t y " or h a ve s o me pecu l ia r ly o f fens ive smel l. A lso c o m m on a re 

a t t r i b u t i on of u n u s u al sexual p o w e rs or charac te r i s t i cs. 

B e c a u se t he b o dy i s t he most p r i m o r d i al of all f ea tu res of basic 

g r o up iden t i t y, e x t r a o r d i n a r i ly p o w e r f ul taboos a nd sanc t ions h a ve 

b e en a t t a c h ed i n m a ny g r o u ps to e x o g a m o us u n i o ns or m a r r i a g es 

t h at t h r e a t en t h e ir phys ical s a m e n e s s, t he ir " rac ial pu r i t y ." U n-

 i n I n d ia i s g u e s s ed by s o me to h a ve h ad its o r i g in i n 

t he i m a g i n ed e f fo r ts of l i gh t - sk i nned " A r y a n" i n v a d e rs to p u n i sh 

a nd ou t l aw m i x i ng wi t h t he d a r k - s k i n n ed peop les w h om they ove r-

r a n. Physical charac te r i s t i cs a re a lmost as i m p o r t a nt as t he G r e at 

Past i n t he m a k e up of C h i n e se  T he J a p a n e s e,

t h e ir p a r t, h a r d ly n e e d ed S p e n c e r 's i n j unc t i on to t h em a c e n t u ry 

a g o: " N e v er i n t e r m a r r y !"  J a p a n e se genera l l y, phys ical h o-

m o g e n e i ty i s o ne of t he m o st h igh ly p r i zed of all

T a b o os a nd sanc t i ons n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g, t h e re a re of c o u r se l a r ge 

n u m b e rs of p e o p le i n t he wor ld w ho a re p r o d u c ts of m i x ed m a r-

r i ages or u n i o ns b e t w e en m e m b e rs of physical ly qu i te d i f f e r e nt 

7. " O ne woman who arr ived at a  hospital had had both her hands hacked 
off with a machete. T h at is a c o m m on reprisal, for when the short H u tu find the 

 Tuts i, they often cut off their legs at the ankles." The New York Times, J u ne
1973. 

8. Ch inese ab road have in te rmar r ied with o ther g roups much more commonly 
than in the home land, but even overseas Chinese remain heavily subject to s t rong 
feelings about mix ing with "outs iders" of almost any  or more espe-
cially about the ch i ld ren of such unions. Chinese vernacu lar terms for non-
Ch inese almost always refer to physical features or characterist ics. 

9. Whi l e in some sections of Japanese society d u r i ng the occupat ion, popu lar 
cu l tu re fads and adopt ion of Amer ican beauty s tandards led to a certa in cur rency 
for doub le eyelid opera t ions, most Japanese have gua rded themselves jealously 
against d i lut ion. A g l impse of this appears in the interview account of a young 
J a p a n e se woman with two  Japanese paren ts who remembers that as a 
small girl between the late 1940s and the early  her  is, somewhat 
less than  a faint coppery tint in her black hair, and her 

 skin led classmates to taunt her as an  a mixed 
chi ld, an exper ience that b r o u g ht upon her shame and loath ing that she has never 
forgot ten. Cf. Hiroshi Wagatsuma, " T he Social Percept ion of Skin Color in 
J a p a n ,"  (Spr ing
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g r o u p s. Across co lor a nd o t h er asso r ted l ines of d i s t inc t i veness, 

t hey c o m b i ne d i f f e rent sets of g e n es a nd b o dy cha rac te r i s t i cs. A t 

t he two e n ds of t he g iven phys ical s p e c t r u m, such i nd i v i dua ls c o u ld 

o f ten f ade in to t he physical ly n e a r e st p a r e n t al g r o u p, i f t h at i s w h at 

t hey w a n t ed or w e re a l lowed to d o. T h is c lear ly has b e en h a p p e n-

i n g for m a ny g e n e r a t i o ns at t he m a r g i ns of all k i n ds of g r o u p s. I n 

s o me cases, th is has ac tua l ly b r o u g ht a b o ut a c h a n ge i n t he phys ical 

cast a n d / or i n t he r a n ge of social ly or aesthet ica l ly accep tab le phys i-

cal t ypes. T h i s has h a p p e n e d, for  a m o ng t he m o re o p en 

a nd mob i le s e g m e n ts of t he h igh ly d i ve rse A m e r i c an society, to t he 

e x t e nt t h at s o me of its racist cr i t ics have cal led i t " m o n g r e l ." T h i s 

 n e v er  of b l e n d i ng t e n d ed to t ake 

p lace, h o w e v e r, w i th i n ce r ta in l imit s of d i f f e rence, for e x a m p l e, 

n o r t h - s o u th E u r o p e a n, b l o n d e - b r u n e t t e. I n m a ny o t h er cases, 

h o w e v e r, t he d i f f e r e n ce r e m a i n ed too w ide, usua l ly a l o ng t he co lor 

l ine, to o v e r c o me t he g o v e r n i ng taboos a nd sanc t i ons. O ne resu lt 

was a u t o m a t ic ident i f i ca t ion d o w n w a rd in to t he l ower s ta tus 

 f a m o us " o ne d r op of N e g ro b l o o d" t h at m a de a p e r-

son a N e g ro u n d er t he laws a nd c u s t o ms of w h i t e - s u p r e m a cy 

A m e r i c a. A n o t h er resu lt was re jec t ion by bo th p a r e n t al g r o u ps a nd 

re l ega t i on to a special m a r g i n al i n b e t w e e n n e ss t h at o f ten a c q u i r ed 

it s o wn legal, social, a nd g r o up c h a r a c t e r, for e x a m p l e, t he A n g l o-

I n d i a ns i n I n d i a, t he  i n S o u th Af r ica, a nd o t h er s u ch 

E u r a s i an or  g r o u ps that c a me in to b e i ng d u r i ng t he co-

lonial e r a. I n co lon ial t imes, such g r o u ps w e re o f t en ab le, u n d er 

t he p a t r o n a ge of t he m a s t er race, to m o ve in to s o me n a r r ow p lace 

of t he ir own, usua l ly as m i n or b u r e a u c r a t s, p o l i c e m e n, j a i l e rs, a nd 

so o n, o r, as i n Br i t ish I nd ia, as ski l led ra i l r oad l abo r. Most of t h em 

w e re left pa in fu l ly, s o m e t i m es t ragical ly p laceless w h en t he co lon ial 

m a s t e rs left a nd t he n ew mas te rs took ove r. I n t he m o re r e c e nt a nd 

pa r t i cu la r ly p o i g n a nt e x a m p le of t he c h i l d r en f a t h e r ed by A m e r i-

c an so ld ie rs i n J a p a n, K o r e a, a nd V i e t n a m, especia l ly by b lack 

A m e r i c an so ld ie rs, t he  c o m m on fate has b e en a b a n d o n m e nt 

a nd re jec t ion by t he local societ ies, iso lat ion i n o r p h a n a g es e n d ed 

i n on ly a small n u m b er of cases by a d o p t i on by A m e r i c an fami l ies. 

I n s o me ins tances i n t he co lon ial p e r i o d, t he m i x ed g r o up b e-

c a me the t op el i te of t he lower u n m i x ed or less m i x ed mass, en joy-
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i ng social a nd e c o n o m ic a d v a n t a g es f r om t he g r e a t er c loseness to 

t he m a s t er race, as the so-cal led " m u l a t t o s" or l i g h t e r - s k i n n ed N e-

g roes d id i n t he A m e r i c as a nd t he C a r i b b e a n, or e v en even tua l ly 

b e c a me t he e l i te of t he society as a who le, as t he mest izos d id i n 

most of La t in A m e r i ca a nd the Ph i l i pp ines a f ter t he e nd of S p a n i sh 

ru le. T h is invar iab ly took p lace on t he basis of cu l t u ral ass im i la t ion 

to t he h i g h er s ta tus g r o u p, t he a d o p t i on of its styles a nd its racial 

a t t i t udes. Such g r o u ps usual ly s o o n er or la ter c a me u n d er t he 

c o u n t e r a t t a ck of t he ir o wn lower o r d e r s, as l i g h t e r - s k i n n ed N e-

g roes d id i n A m e r i ca at t he h a n ds of M a r c us  a nd his call 

for " race p u r i t y" a nd aga in m o re recen t ly i n t he t e n d e n cy of s o me 

sepa ra t i on i st b lacks to ident i fy b lack na t i ona l i sm wi t h " r a ce p u r i t y" 

a nd  ideas wi th " h o u se n i g g e r i s m ," t he " f i e l d - h a n d" 

ve rsus t he " h o u se se rvan t"  ca r r i ed d o wn f r om t he days 

of s lavery. I n Mex ico s o me a t t e m pt was m a de to give t he pol i t ical 

r evo lu t i on the co lor of an I n d i an  S o me in te l lec tua ls, i f 

n ot t he mass of I n d i a n s, b e g an t r y i ng to r e s t o re t he

sources of t he Mex i can iden t i t y. I n t he Ph i l i pp ines s imi lar ly, s o me 

in te l lec tua ls have b e en u r g i ng a new view of t he h i t h e r to d e s p i s ed 

abor ig inal hil l peop les w h o se p a g an " p u r i t y " cou ld be c o n t r a s t ed to 

t he u n c e r t a in physical a nd cu l tu ral  of t he l o w l a nd Fili -

p i no Chr i s t i ans. 

B ut w h e t h er i t takes p lace t h r o u gh i n t e r m a r r i a ge or o t h e r w i s e, 

t he d e g r ee of mobi l i ty b e t w e en g r o u ps i n most societ ies d e p e n ds 

heavi ly on the d e g r ee of physical d i f f e rence b e t w e en t h e m. I n all 

societ ies, s o me ind iv idua ls wil l t ry to "pass" f r om o ne g r o up to 

a n o t h e r, to b r i d ge s ta tus d i f f e rences, to b e c o me m o re " l i ke " t he 

h igh ly ra ted g r o u p. W h e re the physical a p p e a r a n c es i nvo l ved a re 

va r ied e n o u gh or s im i lar e n o u g h, this k ind of pass ing, n e v er easy, 

b e c o m es at least poss ib le. I t h a p p e ns all t he t i m e, e v en i n caste 

I nd i a. But w h e re p la in ly visible b o dy d i f fe rences a re a cr i t ical fea-

t u re  the g r o up d i f f e rences, i t r e m a i ns all b ut imposs ib le. Even 

w h e re all o t h er cond i t i ons a re or can be m a de e q u a l, t he phys ical 

charac ter is t i cs t hemse lves r e m a in t he b a r r i er to s ta tus a nd b e l o n g-

ing. 

T h i s i s why, i n d e e d, s o me g r o u ps w i t h o ut d is t inc t ive phys ical 
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f e a t u r es to m a rk t h em a p a rt f r om o t h er g r o u ps h a ve de l i be ra te ly 

c r e a t ed t h e m. T h us c i r cumc is ion, scar i fy ing, t a t t oo ing, f i l i n g t ee th, 

p i e r c i ng or o t h e r w i se c h a n g i ng t he s h a pe of nose, ea rs, t o n g u e, 

l ips,  b e c o m i ng b a d g es by wh i ch to ident i fy t hose w ho b e l o ng 

a nd t h o se w ho do no t, s o m e t i m es wi t h h igh ly c o m p l i c a t ed

Less p e r m a n e nt b ut h a r d ly less d is t inct ive a re t he c h a n g es m a de 

for th is s a me p u r p o se i n t he body 's ex tens ions, b e g i n n i ng wi t h t he 

ha i r, f or e x a m p l e, t he scalp lock of s o me N o r th A m e r i c an I n d i a n s, 

t he m o n k 's t o n s u r e, t he s i d e b u r ns of t he Has id ic J e w, t he u n c ut 

h a ir a nd b e a rd of t he  m o re recen t l y, a nd m o re 

t r ans ien t l y, i n t he a d o p t i on of l o ng ha ir as t he b a d ge of t he so-

ca l led y o u th c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e, t he shaved h e a ds of s o me of L o n-

d o n 's c o u n t e r - c o u n t e r c u l t u r i s ts or of s o me y o u ng A m e r i c a ns seek-

i n g to be l ik e H i n du ho ly m e n, a nd so o n. T h en t h e re a re all t he 

d is t inc t i ve m a r ks t h at can be m a de on t he body 's su r faces, caste 

m a r ks i n I n d i a, p a i n t ed p a t t e r ns on t he sk in, as i n p a r ts of

a nd O c e a n i a. B e y o nd these c o me c lo thes, d r e ss u s ed to d i s t i ngu ish 

b o d i es t hat w o u ld all look  or  all t he 

"na t i ve c o s t u m e s" wh ich o c c ur f r om n a t i on to n a t i o n, g r o up to 

g r o u p, s o m e t i m es f r om vi l lage to n e a r by vi l lage, g i v ing to each o ne 

t he i den t i f y i ng d is t inc t i veness i t n e e ds to feel. C lo thes, of c o u r s e, 

a lso b e c o me t he iden t i f y ing b a d ge for all k i nds of s e c o n d a ry 

g r o u p i n gs i n all c u l t u r e s, all t he special c o s t u m es or u n i f o r ms w o rn 

d o wn t h r o u gh t i me by t he ho ly a nd the u n h o l y, p r ies ts, j u d g e s, 

l awye rs, p o l i c e m e n, f i r emen, m e s s e n g e r s, a r t i sans of every desc r i p-

t ion,  m o st rep resen ta t i ve ly of  t he so ld ie rs 

e a ch g r o up d resses i n t h e ir i den t i f y ing g a rb to go o ut to kil l t he sol-

d i e rs of o t h er g r o u ps d r e s s ed i n their i den t i f y ing g a r b. 

Bes ides se rv i ng as t he b a d ge of ident i ty i n so m a ny g r o u p s, t he 

10. Cons ider what Shakespeare writes for Othel lo the Moor to say in his final 

speech (Act V, Sc. 2): 

 I n A leppo once 
Whe re a mal ignant and tu rban 'd T u rk 
Beat a Venet ian and t raduced the State, 
I took by the throat the circumcised dog 
and smote him,  h imsel f] 
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b o dy i s for  g r o u ps the m a in basis for its s t a n d a r ds of b e a u t y, t he 

m a in sub ject by far of most a rt i n m o st cu l t u res. T h i s b e g i ns w i t h 

w h at i s p e r c e i v ed i n any g r o up as sexua l ly a t t rac t i ve. O ne c an f ind 

i n a n t h r o p o l o g i c al l i t e ra tu re s o me r e m a r k a b le e x a m p l es of w h at 

n e v er pa les or w i t h e rs i n t he eyes of va r i ous b e h o l d e rs i n d i f f e r e nt 

p laces. B ut t he p o r t r a y al of t he idea l i zed h u m an b o dy as an ob ject 

of a rt a lso i n c o r p o r a t es all t he o t h er c o m p l i c a t ed p e r c e p t i o ns a nd 

va lues t h at go i n to t he m a k i ng of a ny cu l t u re 's aes the t i cs. M u ch 

wai ts to be l e a r n ed f rom a c o m p a r a t i ve e x a m i n a t i on of t he b o dy i n 

t he a rt of d i f f e r e nt c u l t u r e s, w i t h all t h at i t c an tell us a b o ut so 

m a ny aspec ts of e a ch o ne a nd of t he po in ts at wh ich t hey m e et or 

p a r t. T h e se p e r c e p t i o ns a nd va lues a p p e ar i n o ne f o rm or a n o t h er 

a m o ng all t he s t r a n ds of e x p e r i e n ce t hat go in to h ow m e m b e rs of 

a ny g r o up a n y w h e re see w h at t hey l ik e i n t he h u m an

or  or d a r k,  or b r u n e t t e,  or s h o r t, classic or 

c r u d e, r o u nd or l ean, b r o ad or n a r r o w, s m o o th or c r a g g y, m u s c u-

lar or soft, ha i ry or ba re, l a r g e - b r e a s t ed or smal l, r o u n d - b e l l i ed or 

 sma ll b u t t o c ks or l a rge. T h e se b e c o m e, t h e n, t he p r e f e r r ed 

s h a p es i n w h i ch " w e" see ou rse l ves, a nd they d e t e r m i ne h ow " w e" 

deal w i t h t he nega t i ves of all t hese pos i t ives t h at  all 

t h o se o t h er  d i f f e ren t ly i n v iew. 

T h e phys ical e l e m e nt i n basic g r o up iden t i ty has to do n ot on ly 

w i t h b o dy b ut a lso wi t h p lace, t he l and, t he soil to wh i ch t he g r o up 

i s a t t a c h e d, l i teral ly, h is tor ica l ly, myth ica l ly.  Paz ident i f ies 

so l i t ude n ot on ly wi t h t he "nos ta lg ic l o n g i ng for t he b o dy f r om 

w h i ch we w e re cast o u t" b ut a lso for t he p lace f r om wh i ch t he b o dy 

c a me or to wh ich i n d e a th i t wil l r e t u r n, seen  m a ny anc i en ts as 

" t h e c e n t er of t he wo r l d, t he navel of t he u n i v e r s e ," as " p a r a d i se 

w h e re t he sp i r i ts of t he d e ad dwe l l" a nd as " t he g r o u p 's real or 

my th i cal p lace of o r i g i n ." He cites f r om  a p r im i t i v e 

be l ief t h at to leave one 's p lace i s to d ie, i l l us t ra ted by an Af r i can r i t -

ual i n wh i ch m o v e m e nt f r om a p lace i s c o u n t e r a c t ed by c a r r y i ng 

a nd e a t i ng every day  of t he p lace t h at  h o m e, 

t h us g i v i ng the social so l idar i ty of t he g r o up " a vi tal o r g a n ic c h a r a c-

te r" a nd m a k i ng each i nd i v i dual i n t he g r o up " l i tera l l y p a rt of a 

b o d y ." A lmost all t he r i tes c o n n e c t ed wi t h t he f o u n d i ng of cit ies or 

h o u s e s, Paz no tes, " a l l u de to a sea rch for t h at ho ly c e n t er f r om 
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wh ich we w e re d r i v en o u t ." T h us " t he g r e at

J e r u s a l e m,  at t he c e n t er of t he w o r ld or symbo l i ze a nd 

p r e f i g u re it."

S u ch i s s o me of t he u n d e r p i n n i ng of " love of

s c o u n d r e l ly love or real  gets i m b e d d ed i n t he i nd i v i dual 

consc iousness a b o ut o n e 's b i r t h p l a c e. I n  C h i n e se

m e a ns " c e n t r al  c o n t i n ue to iden t i fy t h e m s e l v es 

wi t h fami ly b i r t h p l a c es f r om wh i ch t hey m ay ac tua l ly be m a ny gen-

e r a t i o ns r e m o v e d. I n s o me cases t he ances t ral h o m e l a n d, d i s t a nt i n 

t ime as well as i n space, b e c o m es a cr i t ical i n g r e d i e nt i n t he p r o b-

l em of ex i s t ence. B lacks i n A m e r i ca s t r u g g le w i t h t he p l a c e m e nt of 

Af r ic a i n t h e ir r ede f i n i t i on of w ho a nd w h at t h ey a r e. M a r t in 

B u b e r, w ho was m o re c o n c e r n ed wi t h a J e w i sh s ta te of g r a ce t h an 

w i t h t he pol i t ics of s t a t e h o o d, saw " t he phys ical l in k w i t h t he l a n d" 

of I s rael as c ruc ial to t he myst ical a nd h is to r ical i den t i ty of J e w s; 

th is l ink i s of c o u r se t he m y s t i q ue on wh ich t he s ta te of I s rael i s 

based. By s o me r e a d i n gs t he a t t a c h m e nt  t he g r o up to its " t u r f " 

i s seen as s o m e t h i ng that h u m an b e i n gs s h a re w i t h a n i m a l s, a nd 

t h e re i s l i t t l e q u e s t i on  t he d e f e n se or se i zu re of t e r r i t o ry has 

a c c o u n t ed for s o me of t he m o st i n h u m an c h a p t e rs

tory. T e r r i t o ry is, at t he least, a cr i t ical fac tor i n m a i n t a i n i ng g r o up 

 w i t h o ut i t a na t iona l i ty has di f f icul t y b e c o m i ng a na-

t ion a nd a n a t i on c a n n ot b e c o me a s ta te. 

I n all t he var ie t ies of th is i n te rac t i on of p e o p le a nd l and, i t i s ob-

v ious that t he e n v i r o n m e nt itself  s h a p es t he h is to ry, 

m o r e s, a nd c h a r a c t er of t he g r o up a nd t he lif e p a t t e r ns of its ind i-

v idual m e m b e r s. T h u s, all t he f ea tu res a t t a c h ed or a t t r i b u t ed to 

p e o p le because they a re (or o n ce we re) m o u n t a in p e o p le or plains 

p e o p le or d e s e rt p e o p l e, lake, r iver, or is land p e o p l e, seacoast or 

l a n d l o c k ed p e o p l e, a rc t i c, t e m p e r a te or t rop i cal z o ne p e o p l e,

l and or h i g h l a n d, r u r al or u r b a n, de l ta or d ry l a nd p e o p l e, a nd so 

o n. T h e se d i f f e rences t oo, i n all t he ir inf in i te l y va r i ed ways, a rc 

p a rt of t he  of wh i ch bas ic g r o up iden t i ty i s m a d e. 

 Paz, The Labyrinth of Solitude (New York, Grove Press, 1961), pp. 

 208. 
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N A M E 

N a m es s e em to be t he s imples t, m o st l i tera l, a nd m o st o b v i o us of 

all symbo ls of i den t i t y. B ut l ik e all s imp le m a t t e r s, th is i s c o m p l i-

ca ted. T he q u e st for t he m e a n i ng of n a m i ng goes back to t he f i r s t 

f r a m i ng of t h o u g h t, t he b e g i n n i ng of l a n g u a g e, t he first h o l d i ng of 

k n o w l e d g e, a nd f o r w a rd aga in to all its pe rs i s t i ng r i dd les. 

Naming, J o hn Dewey has r e m i n d ed us, i s k n o w i n g, " t he d is t inc-

t iv e cen t ral p rocess of k n o w l e d g e ."  Al l p h i l o s o p hy has w res t l ed 

wi t h v iew ing k n o w l e d ge as fast or f lu id , pe t r i f i ed or p last ic, c o m-

 H e r a c l i t us a nd t he C h i n e se t h r o u gh to J a m es a nd 

 t he e f fo rt to c a p t u re t he e lus ive ac tua l i ty of t h i ngs by 

see ing t h em i n c q n s t a nt m o t i o n, a lways b e i ng t r a n s f o r m e d, c h a n g-

ing m o re r a p i d ly t h an t he  to desc r i be 

t h e m. B e c a u se of t he " m a ny t rad i t i ona l, specu la t ive ly evo lved a p-

p l ica t ions of t he w o rd  m a ny of t h em still r e d o l e nt of 

a n c i e nt m a g i c ," Dewey l ooked for g r e a t er p rec is ion i n o t h er 

 c u e, cha rac te r i za t i on, speci f icat ion, s ign, 

 th is w o u ld h e lp m a ke i t p l a i n er t h at "w e take 

n a m es a lways as n a m i n g s, as l iv in g b e h a v i o rs i n an evo l v ing wo r ld 

of m en a nd t h i n g s ."  B ut w o r ds a nd n a m es u s ed to r e p r e s e nt 

" t r u t h" have t he ir o wn h is to ry, successfu l ly i m p o s i ng t hemse l ves on 

t he p rocess a nd usua l ly g r o w i n g, as J a m es p ut it , "st i f f w i t h years of 

v e t e r an serv ice ," not easily f lexed or d i sp laced. 

" O ne of t he di f f icul t ies of t he h is to ry of i deas ," w r o te A l f re d 

C o b b a n, "i s that n a m es a re m o re p e r m a n e nt t h an t h i ngs. Ins t i tu-

t ions c h a n g e, b ut t he t e r ms used to desc r i be t h em r e m a in t he 

s a m e ."  T he s a me dif f icult y b o t h e r ed the C h i n e se p h i l o s o p h e rs 

w ho s o me 25 c e n t u r i es a go b e l o n g ed to what was cal led t he "School 

of  ca l led b e c a u se i t was c o n c e r n ed wi t h 

t he d is t inc t ions to be m a de b e t w e en " n a m e s" a nd "ac tua l i t ies ." 

T h e re w e re at least two t e n d e n c i e s, F u ng  tells us, o ne " e m-

p h a s i z i ng t he relat iv i ty of ac tual t h i ngs a nd t he o t h er t he abso-

12. J o hn Dewey (with A r t h ur F.  Knowing and the Known (Boston, Bea-
con Press, 1949), p. 147. Cf.  Strauss, Mirrors and  T he Free 
Press,  chap.

 Dewey, Knowing and the Unknown, pp. 156 ff. 
14. Alfred Cobban, The Nation State and National  (New York, 

Crowell Co., 1969,  p. 22. 
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 of n a m e s ."  T he t h e me of " rect i f icat ion of n a m e s" r e c u rs 

t h r o u gh t he d e b a t es on t he  went on for seve ral cen-

 to do essent ia l ly wi t h t he idea that " t h i n gs i n ac tual 

fact s h o u ld be m a de to a c c o rd wi t h t he imp l i ca t ion a t t a c h ed to 

t h em by n a m e s ." O ne of t hese anc ien ts,  T zu (ca. 2 50

f o u nd t h r ee fal lacies i n t he w o r ks of t he School of N a m e s: " t he 

fallacy of c o r r u p t i ng n a m es w i t h n a m es  the fallacy of c o r r u p t-

i ng n a m es w i t h ac tua l i t ies  t he fallacy of c o r r u p t i ng ac tua l i t ies 

wi t h n a m e s ."  Obv ious ly t h e re has b e en m o re of t he s a me t h an of 

c h a n ge i n t hese m a t t e rs i n all t he t ime s ince. 

T h e s t re t ch i s n ot g r e at e i t h er b e t w e en a n o t h er l e a d er of t h at a n-

c ient School of N a m e s, L u ng K u n g - S u ng (ca. 280  w ho said 

t h at he " w i s h ed to  c o r r e ct t he re la t ions b e t w e en n a m es a nd ac-

tua l i t ies, so as t h us to t r a n s f o rm the who le wo r l d ,"  a nd this pas-

sage f r om Wi l l ia m J a m e s: " T h e un i ve r se has a lways a p p e a r ed to 

t he n a t u r al m i nd as a k i nd of e n i g m a, of wh ich t he key m u st be 

s o u g ht i n t he s h a pe of s o me i l l u m i n a t i ng w o rd or n a m e. T h at w o rd 

n a m es t he un ive rse 's p r i n c i p le a nd to possess i t is, a f ter a fash ion, 

t o possess t he u n i v e r se itself."  T h us t he t aboo on u t t e r i ng or 

e v en w r i t i n g t he n a me of J a h v eh a m o ng t he  f o u n d er of 

t he myst ical Has id ic sect of J e ws i n ear ly e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u ry 

E u r o pe ca l led h imse lf "Baal  " M a s t er of t he N a m e ." A 

s im i lar t a b oo ex is ted on t he p e r s o n al n a me of t he r e i g n i ng m o n-

a r ch i n  C h i n a. I n t he I n d i an ep ics, no o ne of l ower r a nk e v er 

a d d r e s s ed a n y o ne of h i g h er r a nk by his p e r s o n al n a m e, or u s ed t he 

p e r s o n al p r o n o un w h en s p e a k i ng to h i m. N a m es themse l ves o v er 

so m u ch t i me i n so m a ny c u l t u r es ca r r i ed wi th t h em t he p o w er of 

m a g ic a nd i ncan ta t i on, t he p o w er to solve mys te r ies, g r a n d ly u n i-

versal or obscu re ly p e r s o n a l. I n t he b e g i n n i ng was t he w o r d, fol -

l owed i m m e d i a t e ly by t he t a b o o ed  J a m es w e nt 

o n, "i f y ou fol low t he p r a g m a t ic m e t h o d, you c a n n ot look on a ny 

15. Fung  Short  of Chinese Philosophy  York, Macmil lan, 
1948), p. 83. 

16.  p. 153. 
 p. 92. 

18. Will ia m James,  New  for Some Old Ways of Thinking (New 
York, Longmans, 1907, 1949), p. 52. 

19. J. G. Frazer, The  Bough:  Study in Magic and Religion (To ron to, Mac-
mil lan, 1969), chap. 22,  Words ." 
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such w o rd as c los ing y o ur ques t. You m u st b r i ng o ut of each w o rd 

its pract ical cash va lue, set i t at w o rk w i th i n t he s t r e am of y o ur 

e x p e r i e n c e. I t a p p e a rs less as a so lu t ion, t h e n, a nd m o re pa r t i cu-

larly as an i nd i ca t i on of t he ways i n wh ich ex is t ing real i t ies m ay be 

changed."

I n t he s t r e am of o ur c u r r e nt e x p e r i e n c e, t he cash va lue of n a m es 

has c lear ly b e en f l uc tua t ing with g r e at a nd u n u s u al v io lence. T he 

m a t t er of n a m es keeps t u r n i ng up i n o ne f o rm or a n o t h er i n all t he 

o n g o i ng red iscover ies, rev is ions, r e m a k i n g s, a nd reasse r t i ons of 

g r o up iden t i ty n ow t a k i ng p lace all a r o u nd us. I t i s c lear t hat q u i te 

by i tself t he  ind iv idua l, of g r o u p, of na t i on, of

ca r r ies a heavy f re ight of m e a n i n g. I t i s s e l d om itself t he h e a rt of 

t he m a t t er b ut i t o f ten po in ts d i rect ly to w h e re the h e a rt can be 

f o u n d. M a k i ng o ur way  the th ickets of real i ty of g r o up 

iden t i ty p r o b l e m s, we can do worse t h an to fol low w h e re t he n a me 

a lone takes us, for i t can lead d e ep in to t he h is tory, t he re la-

t i onsh ips, t he e m o t i o ns t hat m a ke up so m u ch of t he p r e s e nt t ang le 

of a f fa i rs. 

E a ch of my o wn case s tud ies of pa r t i cu lar g r o u ps has i n c l u d ed a 

c h a p t er cal led " A N a me to Go  dea l i ng w i t h t he sh i f t ing use 

a nd m e a n i ng of " N e g r o" a nd " co lo red" a nd "b lack ," a nd so o n, 

a m o ng black A m e r i c a n s, t he b u r d e ns of s h a me a nd po l l u t i on car-

r i ed i n to every m o m e nt of  lif e by g r o up a nd i nd i v i dual 

n a m es a m o ng e m e r g e nt I n d i an e x - U n t o u c h a b l e s, t he new pools of 

m e a n i ng f o r m i ng a r o u nd the t e r ms "Jew" a nd " I s rae l i" a nd t he 

m a ny o t h er t e rm ino log i cal i ron ies a nd cur ios i t ies that t u rn up so 

 now i n I s rae l, w h e re J e ws f rom A m e r i ca a nd C a n a da 

b e c o me " A n g l o - S a x o n s ," J e ws f rom Po land b e c o me "Po les ," a nd 

J e ws f r om M o r o c co a nd Y e m en b e c o me " M o r o c c a n s" a nd " Y e m e n-

i tes." I n t he A m e r i c a s, t he p e o p le cal led " I n d i a n s" by E u r o p e a ns 

w ho t h o u g ht they h ad l a n d ed i n t he Ind ies he ld to the ir d is t inc t ive 

t r ibal n a m es for t hemse l ves unt il they h ad b e en whol ly c o n q u e r ed 

a nd h ad to s u b m it to t he  i m p o s ed on t h e m, a l o ng wi th t he 

n a m e, by the ir c o n q u e r o r s. I n N o r th C a r o l i na q u i te recent ly, a 

n a m e l e ss a nd  g r o up of I n d i a n - N e g r o - w h i te m i x ed

20. James, Pragmatism, p. 53. 
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g ins, a lways p rev ious ly l u m p ed w i t h N e g r o es for p u r p o s es of seg-

r e g a t i on u n d er t he wh i te s u p r e m a cy sys tem, won r e c o g n i t i on as a 

d is t inct " I n d i a n" g r o up by g e t t i ng t he s ta te leg is la tu re to give t h em 

a n a m e, t he  up of syl lables of Ha l i fax a nd W a r-

r en c o u n t i es w h e re m a ny of t h em l ive. I n I nd ia, m e a n w h i l e, t he ef-

fo r t to g ive subs tance a nd u s a ge to t he na t i onal i den t i ty " I n d i a n" 

m a k es on ly slow h e a d w ay aga inst all t he s e p a r a te r e g i o n al a nd 

l inguis t ic g r o u ps b e a r i ng t he s e p a r a te n a m es by wh i ch m o st p e o p le 

i n I n d ia still ident i fy t h e m s e l v e s. T he lex icon of v e r n a c u l ar or in-

f o rmal n a m es t h at g r o u ps a p p ly to each  s o m e t i m es i n a 

c o m p l ex t r a n s f e r e n ce to  t he m o st d i r e ct a nd 

p u n g e nt e x p r e s s i on to t he fee l ings t hat m e m b e rs of m o st g r o u ps 

most c o m m o n ly h a ve a b o ut o t h er g r o u p s: c o n t e m p t, host i l i ty, fear, 

envy, h a t r e d. T he fami l iar list i n A m e r i c an

w o p, k ike, ch ink, j a p, sp ic, h o n k y, po lack, gook, a nd so  be 

safely a s s u m ed to h a ve its c o u n t e r p a rt i n every t o n g ue i n every 

p lace i n every c u l t u re w h e re d i f f e r i ng g r o u ps exist or t h e re i s a ny 

a w a r e n e ss at all of h u m an d i f f e rences. B ut i n f o rmal or f o r m a l, all 

g r o up n a m es ca r ry w i t h t h em a heavy s t o re of past a nd p r e s e nt h is-

to ry. T he t e rm for w h i te m en a m o ng s o me Esk imos i s "gosseks" 

b e c a u se t he f i r s t wh i te m en t h ey e v er saw w e re Cossacks f r om Rus-

sia. I n S o u th  t h e re i s a heavy c a r go  h is to ry i n t he twist of 

usages that have g o ne f r om "ka f f i rs" (an A rab ic w o rd that o r ig i-

nal ly c a r r i ed on ly t he m e a n i ng of "unbe l i eve rs ") a nd " n i g g e r s" to 

" N a t i v e s" a nd " N o n w h i t e s" a n d, now, " B a n t u ." I n t he Ph i l i pp ines, 

t h e re i s m u ch to be l e a r n ed by t r a c i ng t he passage f r om t he t e rm 

 S p a n i sh gave t he s a me n a me to t he p e o p le t hey 

f o u nd i n t hese is lands t h at C o l u m b us gave to t hose he f o u nd i n t he 

 "F i l i p ino . " 

T h e n a me of t he P h i l i p p i n es  every c o u n t ry

o p e ns a f ru i t fu l vein of i nqu i r y. S imi lar ly i n J a p a n, t he use of

or Nippon as t he sty le, w h i ch i n e i t h er ve rs ion ident i f ies i t as t he 

l a nd w h e re the sun r ises, i n t he o ne case s u g g e s t i ng a ce r ta in 

sof tness of sp i r it a nd i n t he o t h er a h a r sh muscu la r i t y. T he n a me 

 i t as t he " cen t ral c o u n t r y ," C h i na 

b e i n g, as C h i n e se have a lways k n o w n, t he t r ue c e n t er of t he un i-

ve rse, t he on ly civi l ized l and i n a wo r ld of b a r b a r i a n s. S o me no tab le 
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c o u n t ry n a m e s, to be s u r e, h a ve less se l f -consc ious, m o re acc iden tal 

o r ig ins. A m e r i c a, as eve ry schoo lboy knows or used to k n o w, got its 

n a me f r om t he e x p l o r er A m e r i go Vespucc i, a c o n t e m p o r a ry of 

C h r i s t o p h er C o l u m b us w ho v e n t u r ed less, i t seems, b ut w r o te 

m o r e, a nd  to o ne p rovoca t i ve  a 

n a me that h ad very special r e s o n a n c e s, psychoana ly t ica l ly s p e a k i n g, 

fo r t he m an w ho q u i te l i teral ly f i r s t p ut t he n a me A m e r i ca on t he 

 I n t he r e c e nt g r e at mu l t i p l i ca t i on of new states i n t he 

wor ld, h o w e v e r, t he r e a p p e a r a n ce of l o n g - s u b m e r g ed

e x a m p l e, Viet N a m, G h a n a,  Zamb ia, Sri  t he 

se l f -consc ious r e o p e n i ng of ve ins of ident i f i ca t ion wi t h t he r e m o te 

past. T he d i f f e r e nt a t t i t udes a nd usages i n N o r th a nd S o u th K o r ea 

invo lv ing t he a n c i e nt n a me of Chosen ref lect s t rong ly felt c u r r e nt 

views a b o ut s o me very o ld  O r, i n q u i te a d i f f e rent k i nd of 

case, c o n s i d er t he syn the t ic c r e a t i on of t he n a me Pak is tan, m a de up 

as an a c r o n ym of t he n a m es of t he m a in r eg ions f r om wh ich t hat 

r e m a r k a b ly syn the t ic s ta te was  A f g h a n i s t a n, Kash-

m i r , a nd so  a ny ini t ial for B e n g a l, an omiss ion f i na l l y 

c o n f i r m ed by real i ty, 25 yea rs la te r, by t he s e v e r a n ce of B e n g al 

f r om Pak is tan a nd t he e m e r g e n ce of a b r a nd new Benga li s ta te 

w i t h t he o ld n a me of t he B e n g a li h o m e l a n d, B a n g l a d e s h. 

I n d i v i d u al n a m es  not  serve as 

b a d g es of t he basic g r o up iden t i t y. By l a n g u a ge a nd style, they tell 

us a g r e at deal a b o ut an i nd i v i dua l 's o r ig ins a nd p r o b a b le p r e s e nt 

assoc ia t ions. T he i nd i v i dual n a m e, to be s u r e, r e m a i ns p r imar i ly 

t he symbol for t he s ing le a nd u n i q ue p e r s on w ho bea rs it, t hat o ne 

a nd on ly u n d u p l i c a t a b le i n d i v i d u al w ho i s d is t inct a nd d i f f e rent 

f r om all o t h er ind iv idua ls. We h a ve m a de m u ch of this u n i q u e n e ss 

i n o ur o wn c u l t u r e, t h o u gh p e r h a ps not as m u ch as i s s u g g e s t ed by 

t he fact t h at on the is land of T r u k eve ry s ing le l iv in g p e r s on has a 

d is t inc t ive n a m e, no d u p l i c a t i o ns a l lowed. A p e r s o n 's o wn n a me i n 

s o me ways estab l ishes t he fact of his ex is tence. T he sanc t ion of 

 i m p o s ed on b a s t a r dy i n o ur c u l t u re i s o ne of t he most 

fear ful t hat a g r o up can i m p o s e. Name lessness of any k i nd, i n d e e d, 

2 1. W. G.  " T he N a m i ng of  Study of an 
Historic Event," in Mark  The  Today (New York, In terna-
tional Universit ies Press, 1972). 
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i s a lmost b e y o nd b e a r i n g; " name less fear" i s worse t h an a ny o t h er 

k i nd of fear. N a m e s, l ik e social n o r m s, p r o v i de a ce r ta in m i n i m um 

secur i ty, b e a r i n gs t hat every i nd i v i dual m u st feel a r o u nd h im or 

else be lost. A s H e l en L y nd so acute ly p ut it : " T h e w o od i n Through 

the Looking Glass w h e re no c r e a t u re bea rs a n a me is a p lace of te r-

r o r ." I n mos t, i f n ot all, cu l t u res a nd l a n g u a g e s, we not on ly h a ve 

n a m e s, b ut we a c q u i re " g o o d" n a m es or " b a d" n a m e s. G o od n a m es 

a re i n h e r i t e d, w o n, p r o t e c t e d, b e s m i r c h e d, lost,  of all, 

t he p o et has to ld  G o od or b a d, we see that t hey a re 

k e pt i n view on ances t ral tablets or g r a v e n, as d e ep as m ay be, i n 

s t o n e, a d e s p e r a te e f fo rt to k e ep t he n a me al ive to s t a nd for t he 

p e r s on w ho b o re i t for as l ong as possib le a f ter t he p e r s on has 

g o n e. 

B ut r e g a r d l e ss of all t hat o ur i nd i v idual  m ay c o me to sig-

nify , they do m o st genera l ly a lso ident i fy t he g r o up to wh i ch we 

b e l o ng or f r om wh ich we c o m e, by na t iona l i t y, p e r h a p s, or by re-

l ig ion. W h e re b e h a v i or b e a r i ng on g r o up s ta tus i s invo lved, t he 

n a me a l o ne c an serve as an ins tant s ignal for t he i nd i ca ted r e-

 or c losed, we l come or r e p u l s e, inc lus ion or exc lu-

s ion. H e n c e, i n so m a ny d i f f e rent se t t ings, t he fami l iar bus iness of 

n a m e - c h a n g i ng by ind iv idua ls w ho want to m i t i ga te or conceal in-

fe r ior s ta tus, to be m o re " l i ke " t he m o re favo red g r o u p, to ga in 

s o me m o re c o m f o r t a b le a n o n y m i ty by  at least i n n a m e, t he 

iden t i ty of t he d o m i n a nt g r o u p. I n t he ex-co lon ial wo r l d, t he shift 

i n pol i t ical p o w er re la t i ons has b r o u g ht a b o ut a reversal of th is p r o-

cess. E u r o p e an g iven n a m es w e re i n m a ny cases a c q u i r ed by colo-

nial sub jects by b a p t i s m, by bes towa l, or by cho ice,  amb i-

t ion a n d / or t he n e ed to a c c o m m o d a te to t he m a s t er  T he 

s h e d d i ng of these n a m e s, l ik e c h a n g i ng the ir c o u n t ry n a m e s, has 

b e en o ne of t he eas ier, m o re obv ious, a nd m o re symbol ic ways for 

ex -co lon ial subjects to assert t he ir i n d e p e n d e n ce a nd to reassert 

t h e ir o wn na t i ona l / cu l t u ral ident i t ies. I n t he ex -Be lg ian C o n go now 

2 2. In one case, un ique as far as I know, in the Phi l ippines, where Christ ian 
given names  long been in use via bapt ism in the church, Spanish
taken pageful by pageful from a Madr id  simply "given" to large 
n u m b e rs of peop le by a mid-n ineteenth-century Spanish  for the greater 
convenience of his tax collectors. 



52 Harold R. Isaacs 

r e n a m ed Za i re, P r e s i d e nt M o b u tu recen t ly fo l lowed t he e x a m p le of 

o t h er na t iona l i st l eade rs, n ot on ly by c h a n g i ng his o wn C h r i s t i an 

g iven n a m e s, b ut legal ly o u t l a w i ng all such n a m es i n t he c o u n t ry 

a nd f ix in g pena l t i es for a ny p r i est w ho bap t i zed a ch i ld w i t h a ny 

b ut a Za i r ian n a m e. R e g a i n i ng a lost i den t i ty takes a p a r t i c u l ar 

f o r m i n I s rae l, w h e re t he Z ion is ts ra i sed t he H e b r ew l a n g u a ge 

f r o m t he d e ad a nd r e t u r n i ng J e ws o f t en m a r k ed t he s h e d d i ng of 

t he ir D i a s p o ra past by a d o p t i ng n ew H e b r ew n a m es to f i t t he ir n ew 

Is rae li i den t i t i es. F or s o me b lacks i n t he U n i t ed S ta tes, t he d r i ve to 

re -es tab l ish m o re p r i de ful se l f -accep t ing iden t i t i es for t h e m s e l v es 

has i nvo l ved n ot on ly r e p l a c i ng t he g r o up n a me " N e g r o" a nd "co l-

o r e d" w i t h "b lack" or " A f r o - A m e r i c a n" b ut a lso c h a n g i ng ind iv id-

ual n a m e s, a b a n d o n i ng t h o se a c q u i r ed f r om t he t i me of s lavery 

a nd r e p l a c i ng t h em wi t h  r e a s o ns t hat inv i t e e x a m i-

n a t i on a nd  n a m e s. P e r h a ps bo ldest a nd h a r s h e st 

of all w e re t he Black Mus l ims, w ho s h ed w h at they saw as

 s u r n a m es a nd s u b s t i t u t ed a p la in X , as t h o u gh to p r o c l a im 

t h at wh i l e t hey w o u ld no l o n g er go by t he n a m es that t he h a t ed 

wh i te w o r ld h ad g iven t h e m, t h ey d id not yet k n ow w ho they w e r e. 


